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Executive Summary 
The ES&A Chartered Bank (135 George Street) is an architecturally important and rare 
Gothic Revival bank in The Rocks, Sydney. 
 
The place is recognised by the NSW Heritage Council for its cultural heritage significance 
and for its contribution to the character of The Rocks. The building is listed on the NSW 
State Heritage Register under entry No. 01544. 
 
The ES&A Chartered Bank was constructed in 1885 to the design of the bank appointed 
architect, William Wardell. Since the bank vacated the property in 1934 a high proportion 
of the internal arrangement and fittings have been changed. In 1938 the building was 
remodelled by architect Llewellyn Williams for use by the Australian Institute of Marine & 
Power Engineers (AIMPE). In 1974 the building was partially restored and remodelled for 
use as a restaurant by the Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority (SCRA), and, in 1999 
the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority (SHFA) carried out major conservation works and 
constructed a modern glass and steel framed addition to the rear. The latest works 
designed by architect Luigi Roselli. 
 
The ES&A Chartered Bank is currently managed by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore 
Authority (SHFA) and is leased to Amo Roma Restaurant. 
 
The heritage significance of the place is identified as follows: 
 

“The building is a particularly fine example of a commercial building in the Gothic 
Revival style. The notion of 'Commercial Gothic' began in England in the 1840s and 
became popular for several decades, with numerous examples appearing in 
Australia in the 1880s.  
 
However, the branches of the ES&A Chartered bank are unique because 
competing banking firms continued to design branches in the Classical idiom, which 
was widely thought to be most appropriate style for banks. The personal influence 
of Sir George Verdon, the ES&A Chartered Bank's general manager and a noted 
enthusiast of the Gothic Revival style, was the reason for the recurring use of that 
style to create a distinctive image for the ES&A Chartered Bank.  
 
Aesthetically, the building stands out from other 'Commercial Gothic' buildings in 
Australia. While many architects tended towards a highly ornamented style, William 
Wardell preferred a more minimalist approach of stark wall surfaces with 
concentrated areas of decoration, based on true Gothic principles. This 
demonstrates the local influence of important European architectural theorists A W 
N Pugin and E E Viollet-le-Duc.  
 

Historically, the building has associations with several important phases of 
Australia's financial history. It has associations with the ES&A Chartered Bank, 
founded in the early 1850s as a result of the Gold Rush, and one of a very small 
number of 'Anglo-Australian' banks that were incorporated under Royal Charter and 
based in London. The building was erected in the 1880s, and as such epitomises 
the prosperity and optimism of the Boom period. Finally, the branch was closed 
down (briefly) as a result of the Depression of the 1890s and again (permanently) 
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due to the Depression of the 1930s. The ES&A Chartered Bank itself was 
subsequently absorbed by the ANZ Bank.”1 

Externally the building is in fair to poor condition. The stone and brickwork is deteriorating 
due to leaking and salination. The interior is in good condition, having been well looked 
after and regularly maintained as part of the restaurant fitout since the 1999 conservation 
works. The original floor plan has however been compromised to accommodate the needs 
of past and current restaurant tenancies.  
 
No intentions to make changes to the building were highlighted by the tenants during the 
preparation of this report. However, there may be pressure in future to update or modify 
the interior and finishes of the building. 
 
The key recommendations of the CMP are as follows: 
 
 The stonework to the eastern façade is in poor condition and needs to be kept 

maintained to prevent the ingress of water, desalinated and repointed where missing in 
the short term. 

 Retain and conserve the exceptional and highly significant fabric, both internal and 
external, of the building. 

 The ground floor plan of the original part of the building, or similar to, should be 
reinstated when the opportunity arises, ie. the original openings or early intorduced 
doorways between the former Banking Chamber, Strong Room and Manager‟s Office 
(Front Dining, Middle Dining and Bar). 

 Ensure future uses continue to allow public access into the former Banking Chamber 
(Front Dining) and thoroughfare through the covered passageway. 

 Interpret the significance of the place to the public. In particular, use the name „ES&A 
Chartered Bank‟ in all interpretation material and formal references in relation with the 
building. 

 Restore the original brass covering to the front door.  
 No signs should project from the front (eastern) façade of the building or be attached to 

the wrought iron gates, and those existing should be removed. 
 Continue regular maintenance and inspection of the building to ensure compliance with 

minimum standards of maintenance and repair. 
 Seismic and stone conservation works to chimneys. 

 

                                                
1 Allom Lovell & Associates, Former ES&AC Bank 135 George Street, The Rocks, March 1999, 
p.39 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Context of the Report 
This report is based on a brief outlined in the letter of 19th January 2009 from the Sydney 
Harbour Foreshore Authority (the Foreshore Authority), and clarified in subsequent 
discussions with the Foreshore Authority. 
 
The Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for the ES&A Chartered Bank has been 
structured to fit within the framework of The Rocks Heritage Management Plan (adopted 
February 2002).  It conforms to the current guidelines of the New South Wales Heritage 
Council and has been prepared to a standard suitable for endorsement by the Heritage 
Council and adoption by the Foreshore Authority.  
 
This report is an update of the CMP entitled Former ES&A Chartered Bank, 135 George 
Street, The Rocks, prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority by Allom Lovell & 
Associates in March 1999. In accordance with the brief, no further historic research or 
assessment of significance was undertaken in the preparation of this report (see 
subsection 1.8 – Limitations).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Location of the ES&A Chartered Bank within the context of The Rocks2   

                                                
2 Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd, The Rocks Heritage Management Plan (2000), p 6. The Rocks Heritage Management 
Plan, adopted February, 2002, is in three volumes, Vol. 1, Vol. 2, Background Papers, and Vol. 3, Supporting 
Documentation.  The Rocks Heritage Management Plan (2000) may be accessed at www.shfa.nsw.gov.au 
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1.2 Objectives 
The main objective of this Conservation Management Plan is to provide guidelines for the 
conservation, re-use, interpretation and management of the ES&A Chartered Bank to 
ensure that the heritage values of the place are maintained. 
 

1.3 Site Identification 
The study area is defined as the ES&A Chartered Bank building located at 135 George 
Street, to the south of the intersection with Argyle Street, The Rocks. The place is bounded 
by The Fortune of War Hotel to the south, the former Police Station (127 George Street) to 
the north, Foreshore House and the Nurses Walk to the west and First Fleet Park across 
George Street to the east.  
 
The real property definition of the land is Lot 22 DP 312. 
 

 
Figure 2: Detailed site location plan. The study area is highlighted in red. 
(Source: SHFA, modified by CLSP) 

1.4 Listings 

1.4.1 Statutory Listings 
The ES&A Chartered Bank is listed on the NSW State Heritage Register, Listing Number 
01544, Gazette No 85, Gazetted 10 May 2002. 
 
The ES&A Chartered Bank is included on the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority section 
170 Heritage & Conservation Register. 
 
The ES&A Chartered Bank is also part of the George Street North Commercial Heritage 
Precinct included on the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority Section 170 Heritage & 
Conservation Register, which encompasses buildings at 55-155 and 98-140 George 
Street. 
 

1.4.2 Non Statutory Listings 
The ES&A Chartered Bank is included on the Register of the National Trust of Australia 
(NSW), and is also included in the listing for The Rocks Urban Conservation Area. 
 
The ES&A Chartered Bank is included on the Register of the National Estate. 
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1.5 Building Description 
Front (East) Elevation 

The front elevation to George Street is a dramatic stone two storey parapeted façade in 
the Gothic revival style. The ground floor is a double height to accommodate the bank 
chamber within and a cart way to the north. The façade parapet is surmounted by a 
triangular pediment crowned by a carved stone fleuron.  
 
On the first floor nine windows are arranged in a continuous arcade with chamfered 
mullions. Five are open and four are blind. Immediately above the arcade at the first floor 
ceiling level is a projecting stringcourse returning on the northern side only with a carved 
floral and lion motive in its soffit. Immediately below the first floor windows are a pair of 
plain stringcourses between which is incised the sign English, Scottish and Australian 
Chartered Bank in Victorian Gothic lettering.  
 
The ground floor bank chamber is lit by two Gothic windows with label moulds, tracery and 
elaborate leaded glass. The front door of the bank is a square headed entrance with an 
elaborate label mould. Within it is an arched opening with carved indent and two heavy 
timber doors. 
 
The symmetry of the façade is carried into the pair of downpipes with cast iron astragals 
and rainwater heads (of a recent design) and a pair of octagonal chimney stacks on 
rectangular basis. The steeply pitched slate roof is visible as part of the elevation.  
 
Two modern restaurant signs occupy niches original to the stone building on either side of 
the front door. A projecting awning sign and elliptical “conservation” plaque with sparrow-
pecked finish are recent additions. The stone coursing of the façade is irregular Ashlar and 
is dressed to the highest quality. 
 
North and South Elevations 

The north and south elevations consist of the upper wall and gable ends of the building. 
The body of both walls is face English bond brickwork capped by the seat gable coping in 
moulded stonework. The stone of the front façade returns over a metre down the north 
elevation, including the decorative stringcourse at the first floor ceiling level. 
 
At the apex of the gable is one of the pair of large double flue chimneys with a top of 
polygonal stacks sitting on a monumental step rectangular base. At the bottom of this face 
is a metal structural „S‟ tie which appears to be in face metal of some kind. 
 
Rear (west) Elevation (excluding recent addition) 

The rear (west elevation) is a rendered masonry wall with a flat parapet top. The parapet is 
capped in sawn stone visible on the north side of the rear wing addition. Visible at the 
middle of the wall is a large gable with stone coping. 
 
The opening to the passageway on George Street is effected by a modern face brick ring 
pointed arch set on original brickwork jambs. Above the arch the render appears to be 
modern but there is evidence of patching in the render. 
 
Two windows above the arch are modern paired casements. 
 
Rear Wing Addition 

The rear wing is a double storey addition consisting of a masonry base with metal framed 
structure, glazed inset panels and a flat roof terrace. 
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A higher pavilion opens onto the terrace also with a flat roof and a curved wall to the north. 
The glazed walling between the exposed steel structure incorporates double hung 
segments for ventilation. Three small square windows are located in the higher masonry 
walls. 
 

 

Figure 3: East elevation from George Street 

 

Figure 4: West elevation from the Nurses Walk 

1.6 Methodology and Structure 
This Conservation Management Plan has been prepared in accordance with guidelines 
outlined in The Burra Charter: the Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural 
Significance, 1999, known as The Burra Charter; the NSW Heritage Office‟s Guidelines on 
Conservation Management Documents, and James Semple Kerr's, The Conservation Plan 
(sixth edition) 2004.   
  
The Burra Charter proposes processes and principles for the conservation of an item.  The 
NSW Heritage Manual explains and promotes the standardisation of heritage investigation, 
assessment and management practices in NSW. The key methodology of both documents 
is to identify the nature of any heritage significance as a basis for making decisions which 
will affect the future of the place. Kerr‟s The Conservation Plan provides guidance on 
substance, structure and methodology for the writing of effective, site-specific conservation 
plans. 
 
The initial sections of the CMP provide an analysis of the site and buildings, based on 
documentary and physical evidence. This analysis includes a historical summary, 
developing an understanding of the history of the site and place, together with a 
descriptive analysis of building components and elements.  
 
A grading of significant elements and spaces has been provided to identify their differing 
levels of contribution to the significance of the ES&A Chartered Bank. 
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The following sections address various management issues, and the role and objectives of 
the relevant heritage authorities. They provide the framework for the formulation of the 
conservation policies and implementation guidelines. 

1.7 Documentary and Photographic Sources 
In preparing this report, documentary and photographic sources were consulted in order to 
gain an understanding of the history and evolution of the place. These are listed in Section 
9 (Bibliography). Photographs for this report were taken on the 3rd of March, 2009, by 
Hector Abrahams of Clive Lucas, Stapleton & Partners. 

1.8 Limitations 

Non-European Heritage  

This report addresses only the European cultural significance of the place. This report 
does not address indigenous heritage significance, which can take the following forms: 

 archaeology of indigenous pre-history 
 post-contact history 
 present-day associations or spiritual attachments. 

 

Limitations of the Brief 
In accordance with the brief, all documentary evidence used in the preparation of this 
report was taken from the Allom Lovell (1999) CMP for the property, with the exception of 
certain maps, plans and photographs used in Section 2. 
 
The text of Section 2 (Documentary Evidence) has been reproduced directly from the 
Allom Lovell (1999) CMP, with the exception of parts 2.1.1 (Development of The Rocks), 
2.1.2 (Development of the Precinct), 2.2 (Historic Themes), 2.5 (Development of Building 
Components) and 2.6 (Analysis of History in Context). The text of subsection 4.1 
(Assessment of Significance) has also been reproduced directly from the Allom Lovell 
(1999) CMP, with the exception of part 4.1.3 (Ability to Represent Historic Themes). 
 
Where the report template required, text reproduced from the Allom Lovell (1999) CMP 
was truncated or rearranged. In these few instances all efforts were made to ensure that 
nothing of the original meaning was lost. For consistency, the building is referred to 
throughout the report by its original full name, the ES&A Chartered Bank, although in the 
Allom Lovell (1999) CMP it is described as the ES&AC Bank, or ES&A Bank.  
 

1.9 Terminology 
The terminology used in this report, where referring to conservation processes and 
practices, follows the definitions as presented in The Burra Charter. Article 1 of the Burra 
Charter gives the following definitions3 - 
 
Place means site, area, land, landscape, building or other work, group of buildings or other 
works, and may include components, contents, spaces and views. 
 
Cultural significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value for past, 
present or future generations. 
 

                                                
3 Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 1999, p 2. 
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Cultural significance is embodied in the place itself, its fabric, setting, use, associations, 
meanings, records, related places and related objects. 
 
Places may have a range of values for different individuals or groups.  
 
Fabric means all the physical material of the place including components, fixtures, 
contents, and objects. 
 
Conservation means all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural 
significance.   
 
Maintenance means the continuous protective care of the fabric and setting of a place, 
and is to be distinguished from repair.  Repair involves restoration or reconstruction. 
 
Preservation means maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state and retarding 
deterioration. 
 
Restoration means returning the existing fabric of a place to a known earlier state by 
removing accretions or by reassembling existing components without the introduction of 
new material. 
 
Reconstruction means returning the place to a known earlier state and is distinguished 
from restoration by the introduction of new material into the fabric.  
 
Adaptation means modifying a place to suit the existing use or a proposed use. 
 
Use means the functions of a place, as well as the activities and practices that may occur 
at the place. 
 
Compatible use means a use which respects the cultural significance of a place.  Such a 
use involves no, or minimal, impact on cultural significance. 
 
Setting means the area around a place, which may include the visual catchment. 
 
Related place means a place that contributes to the cultural significance of another place. 
 

1.10  Acknowledgments 
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 Proprietors of Amo Roma Ristorante Pizzeria  

 Lynda Kelly, Archivist, Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

 Zoran Popovic, Heritage Architect, Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority. 

1.11  Authorship 
This report was written by Alison Henning and Lucy Kaldor, in consultation with Hector 
Abrahams, all of this office. Hector Abrahams also carried out the fabric survey of the 
building. 



Conservation Management Plan  
135 George Street, The Rocks  2009 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton & Partners  11 
Report prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

2. Documentary Evidence 
Please note that much of the text in this section has been taken from the Allom Lovell 
(1999) CMP for the property (see 1.8 - Limitations). Text that is wholly or mostly 
reproduced from the Allom Lovell (1999) CMP has been italicised. Source references for 
the information contained in this section can be found in the Allom Lovell (1999) CMP. 

2.1 Thematic History 
In order to better understand how the ES&A Chartered Bank building developed, this 
history has been approached thematically, as such a framework offers multiple storylines 
for the place to assist in understanding all of its cultural values.  This method of approach 
can provide contextual patterns and associations, especially in relation to human activities 
in the environment, which would not be immediately obvious were a strictly descriptive or 
chronological approach taken. 
 
The NSW Heritage Office has developed a thematic framework for use in heritage 
assessment and management.  The Thematic Framework identifies thirty-eight principal 
themes.4  The organising principle for the thematic framework is the dynamism of human 
activity. The historical development of an area or item can be understood as occurring in a 
thematic way.  A physical illustration of this can be seen when we think about a landscape 
or building or arrangement of artefacts as a series of layers, each one representing a 
progressively earlier or later theme, or historical influence.  Thinking about a place in terms 
of themes can help us understand its significance.5 
 
The State historical themes of Commerce, Labour, Leisure and Government and 
Administration are used in this history to guide research questions, interpret the history, 
and structure the narrative of the development of the ES&A Chartered Bank within the 
context of the development of The Rocks. 
 

2.1.1 Development of The Rocks 
The history and development of The Rocks is described in Godden Mackay Logan‟s The 
Rocks Heritage Management Plan (2002, for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority), as 
well as numerous other historical studies.  
 
In brief, the area known as The Rocks, so named for its steep, rocky topography, was the 
site of the first permanent European settlement in Australia. Along George Street the 
Government built a hospital, dockyard and market place, and at the northern end of The 
Rocks an observatory and a fort (Dawes Point Battery) were constructed. Eventually 
modest houses replaced the convict huts, as The Rocks became the focus of port activities 
for the growing city of Sydney. From c.1810 the waterfront was extensively developed with 
wharves and warehouses, attracting merchants who built their houses, stores and shops 
along George and Argyle Streets.  
 
Following the outbreak of plague in 1900, most of The Rocks was resumed by the Crown 
and, later in the 20th century, earmarked for redevelopment. However, a series of „green 
bans‟ imposed by building unions in the 1970s focussed attention on the heritage qualities 
of the area. Plans to redevelop The Rocks were shelved and the area subsequently went 
on to become one of Australia‟s premier heritage tourism precincts in the latter 20th 
century. 
 

                                                
4 Both the Australian Heritage Commission (national) and the NSW Heritage Office (state) have identified themes for 
research relating to places of heritage significance. www.heritage.nsw.gov.au 
5 NSW Heritage Office, Heritage Information Series, Historical Research for Heritage, Baskerville, Bruce, (2000) p 2. 
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2.1.2 Development of the precinct 

The ES&A Chartered Bank is part of the George Street North Commercial Heritage 
Precinct, which includes buildings at 55-155 and 98-140 George Street. 

The precinct has been occupied consistently by European settlers since 1788. The land 
originally formed part of Australia‟s first convict hospital and gardens, including the 
Surgeon-General‟s residence. With the relocation of the hospital to Macquarie Street in 
1816, officials and merchants were permitted to occupy the newly vacated land. 

A building boom in the 1830s saw a flourish of commercial development in this part of 
George Street, and by the middle of the 19th century the precinct had developed into an 
important mercantile centre within the colony. 

2.2 Historic Themes  

Historical Themes 

ES&A Chartered Bank, 135 George Street, The Rocks 

State Historical Theme Association to ES&A Chartered Bank 

Commerce As the location of the Queen‟s Wharf (later George Street North) 
branch of the ES&A Chartered Bank for nearly 50 years from 1885 to 
1934, the ES&A Chartered Bank building has strong associations with 
the history of commercial banking in Australia, as well as with the 
history of the ES&A Chartered Bank more specifically.  

Labour As the Sydney district office of the Australian Institute of Marine and 
Power Engineers (a union body) from 1938 to 1945, and the national 
head office of the same institute from 1945 to 1971, the ES&A 
Chartered Bank building has associations with the history of unionism 
in the field of marine and power engineering.  

Leisure  As the former location of several restaurants from the late 1970s, 
including the Five Bells, The Ox on the Rocks, and The Bank, as well 
as the present location of the Amo Roma Ristorante Pizzeria, the 
ES&A Chartered Bank building has been associated with leisure and 
recreation for around 30 years.  

Government and 
Administration 

One of many buildings resumed by SCA following the outbreak of 
bubonic plague in 1900 (and later re-acquired by the ES&A Chartered 
Bank in 1909), this building has been continuously owned by 
government authorities including the SCRA and SHFA since being 
taken over by the former in 1971. Aspects of the building‟s history since 
this time, particularly government attempts to conserve and reuse the 
ES&A Chartered Bank, reflect the nature of the activities and the 
changing priorities of these agencies.  

2.3 Initial Development of the Site 

The ES&A Chartered Bank was built on a block of vacant land in George Street North, 
purchased by the bank in the early 1880s. After the relocation of the hospital to Macquarie 
Street in 1816, the land was taken over by one William Davis, in whose family it remained 
for many years. By the 1840s, a brick building had been erected on part of the site, 
comprising four dwellings, and owned by John Davis. This building was demolished in 
early 1883, and in November, ownership of the vacant site was transferred from Mary 
Davis to the ES&A Chartered Bank. 
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N

 

Figure 5: 31 Oct 1807 Plan of the Town of 
Sydney in NSW by James Meehan. The 
approximate site of the ES&A Chartered 
Bank is circled.  
(Source: National Library of Australia, MAP F 
105B) 

N

 

Figure 6: 1837 Map of the Town of Sydney by 
John Carmichael. The approximate site is 
circled. 
(Source: National Library of Australia, MAP 
NK2456/127) 

 
 

N 

 

Figure 7: 1841 auction 
plan of the Broughton 
Estate. William Davis’ 
land is outlined in 
broken line and his 
buildings are shown. 
The approximate site 
of the ES&A 
Chartered Bank 
Building is circled.  
(Source: Reproduced 
from Max Kelly, 
Anchored in a Small 
Cove [Sydney Cove 
Authority, 1997]) 
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2.4 History of the Occupation of the Site 

The English, Scottish and Australian Chartered Bank 

The English, Scottish and Australian Chartered Bank (hereafter referred to as the ES&A 
Chartered Bank) was incorporated by Royal Charter in London in 1852, and was one of 
many banks that were enthusiastically founded in response to the news of the Gold Rush 
in Victoria.  

The bank's prospectus was published in the Sydney Morning Herald in March 1853, and 
its first Australian branch opened in Sydney in the following October. A branch had opened 
in Melbourne, on the corner of Elizabeth Street and Flinders Lane, at the start of 1854, and 
this was soon followed by sub-branches at George Street, Collingwood and Thompson 
Street, Williamstown. 

With a paid-up capital of £500,000, about half that of most of its competitors, the ES&A 
Chartered Bank was one of the smallest trading banks operating in Australia at that time. 
Despite the early enthusiasm, the bank's subsequent development was rather slow. While 
a branch had opened in Kiama in September 1859,4 and another at Wollongong by 1860, 
there would be no more new branches in New South Wales until one opened at Moss Vale 
almost fifteen years later. In Melbourne, there had been three branches since 1855, but a 
fourth, at North Melbourne, did not open until 1870. A few years later, the Melbourne 
correspondent for the London-based Banker's Magazine wrote, not entirely without 
justification, that:  

The English, Scottish and Australian Chartered Bank is quite unknown beyond 
Melbourne. It has no inland branches or connections. Branches in Ballarat, 
Sandhurst [Bendigo] or Clunes would speedily work beneficial changes to this 
hitherto slow-going institution. We hope to see this Bank emerge from its obscurity 
and become useful in helping to forward the many industries and resources of the 
country. It ought to move out of its old track, and make an effort to keep pace with 
the times.  

It appears that the ES&A Chartered Bank took the hint. By the end of that decade, the 
bank had opened no less than 22 new branches throughout Australia, comprising eight in 
Victoria, nine in New South Wales, four in South Australia, and even one in the Northern 
Territory.  

This phenomenal growth was due in part to the acumen of Sir George Verdon, a one-time 
director of the bank, who in 1872 had been elevated to the position of Colonial Inspector 
and General Manager. Under Verdon's guidance, the Boom period of the 1880s saw even 
more dramatic expansion, with the bank's architects, Leonard Terry in Melbourne and 
William Wardell in Sydney, commissioned to build new branches and remodel old ones. 

The Queen’s Wharf Branch 

For almost twenty-five years, from 1853 to 1877, there was only one branch of the ES&A 
Chartered Bank in metropolitan Sydney. While several branches had appeared in country 
towns in New South Wales during this time, it was not until near the end of the 1870s that 
three new branches opened in Sydney proper – one in Pitt Street, one at Paddington, and 
one near Queen's Wharf in The Rocks. The last of these opened in early 1877 with one 
Robert Graham Breillart (1847-1930) as branch manager. 
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The 1880s represented a time of great expansion and development for the ES&A 
Chartered Bank. Several existing branches were earmarked for relocation to new and 
larger premises in their original districts, and the branch at Queen's Wharf was one of 
these. 

The bank appointed their architect, William Wardell, to design the new branch at Queen's 
Wharf. In June 1884, Wardell informed Fletcher Dixon, then manager of the bank's main 
office in Sydney, that a survey of the vacant site in George Street North had been 
undertaken 'with great care and accuracy.' Construction began soon afterwards, and work 
was obviously well underway by November of that year, when Wardell wrote to Dixon 
regarding an order for the strongroom doors. The last entry in Wardell's letter book 
connected with the branch appeared in July 1885, when Fletcher Dixon sought the 
architect's opinion on the value of the remaining vacant land at the rear of the site. This 
suggests that the new branch opened around the middle of 1885.  

William Wardell, Architect and Engineer 

William Wilkinson Wardell was born at Poplar, Middlesex in 1823. He trained as an 
engineer in London, later working for the commissioner of sewers for Westminster and 
parts of Middlesex, as well as for the architect W F East. Wardell became interested in 
Gothic architecture through his friends Augustus Pugin and Cardinal Newman, who also 
encouraged him to become a Roman Catholic. 

Between 1846 and 1857, when he migrated to Australia because of poor health, Wardell 
designed over thirty Catholic churches. Six months after his arrival in Melbourne, Wardell 
was appointed inspecting clerk of works and chief architect in the Department of Works 
and Buildings. In 1861, he was promoted to Inspector-General, in which capacity he was 
responsible for the construction of all public buildings in Victoria. Some of these, including 
Government House, are directly attributable to him. He also maintained a flourishing 
private practice, and was responsible for the design of many Catholic parish churches (and 
even one Anglican church) in Victoria in the 1860s. These included St John the Evangelist, 
Heidelberg (1860) St Peter and Paul, Ashby, Geelong (1866, Fig. 4), St Ignatius at 
Richmond (1867) and St Joseph's at Warrnambool (1869). Wardell also designed St 
Patrick's Cathedral in Melbourne (1858) and St Mary's Cathedral in Sydney (1868).  

In the late 1970s Wardell left Melbourne and settled in Sydney, at the urging of Archbishop 
Polding, whom he had befriended while working there on St Mary's Cathedral. Soon after 
his arrival, Wardell was commissioned by the ES&A Chartered Bank to design their new 
branch in Adelaide. The directors of the bank were obviously impressed with his work, for 
in July 1881, Wardell was invited, along with architects Leonard Terry and George 
Seddon, to submit competitive designs for the bank's new head office in Collins Street, 
Melbourne.  

The three architects were all experienced in bank design, and were all ardent exponents of 
the Gothic style. The latter point is particularly significant in that it indicates the preferred 
tastes of Sir George Verdon, then Colonial Inspector and General Manager of the ES&A 
Chartered Bank. Verdon was a well-known dilettante and connoisseur of Gothic, even 
designing his own house in that style at Mount Macedon in Victoria. Verdon selected 
Wardell's scheme and the plans and specifications were completed by May 1883. Work 
began in October of that year, and the building was not completed until 1887, not least of 
all because of Wardell's perfectionism, as well as the frequent revisions to the design 
instigated by Verdon. During the four years that the new headquarters were under 
construction, Wardell was retained by the bank to design numerous other branches 
throughout New South Wales, and at least one in Victoria.  
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Whilst in private practice in Sydney, Wardell tended to eschew ecclesiastical projects in 
favour of a wide range of commissions, and these included commercial buildings, 
clubrooms, warehouses and premises for banks other than the ES&A Chartered Bank. In 
partnership with architect Walter Vernon from 1884, Wardell also practised with his son, 
Herbert, in the 1890s. The younger Wardell took over the architectural practice after his 
father's death in 1899 at the age of 76.  

N

 

Figure 8: 1889 
Metropolitan Detail 
Series map showing 
the ES&A Chartered 
Bank and buildings at 
the back of the 
property. 
(Source: NSW 
Department of Lands) 

Occupancy of the Queen’s Wharf Branch, 1885-1934  

The ES&A Chartered Bank at Queen's Wharf commenced business as 129 George Street, 
although it was renumbered to No.135 in 1891. By that time, the vacant land at the rear, 
which Wardell had valued at £25,000, had been sold to one Charlotte Dyer. By 1895, this 
land had been built on, with directories listing S P Hogg, a tea and coffee merchant, as 
occupant of 135A George Street. Robert Breillat, who had been manager of the original 
Queen's Wharf branch since it opened in 1877, continued to hold the position in the new 
branch. He retired in September 1896 and was replaced by Harold Stewart Stutchbury, 
former manager of the ES&A Chartered Bank at Lithgow. Stutchbury retired in February 
1898, and was succeeded in turn by William Lewis Moore. 

In the summer of 1900, bubonic plague broke out in Sydney. Thought to have been carried 
by rats from the ships docked in Darling Harbour, the disease was most prevalent amongst 
the inhabitants of The Rocks. In an attempt to curtail the problem, the Government 
resumed all privately owned wharves from Circular Quay to the foot of Darling Harbour, as 
well as much of the adjacent property in The Rocks and Miller's Point. 

The ES&A Chartered Bank branch in George Street was consequently forced to close. A 
large part of The Rocks was demolished as a result of the panic over public health, but the 
former bank survived to be re-acquired by the ES&A Chartered Bank in 1909, with William 
Moore continuing as branch manager. Two years later, the name of the branch was 
officially changed from Queen's Wharf to George Street North, for the simple reason that 
the actual wharf no longer went by that name and thus had no value as a landmark. It has 
also been observed that the name change represented a re-orientation of The Rocks, 
away from commercial harbour activities (which at that time were being relocated to 
Darling Harbour) and towards to city proper.  
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The early 1930s were a turbulent time for the ES&A Chartered Bank, and many of the less 
profitable branches were closed. In the Sydney metropolitan area alone, no less than five 
branches closed between 1929 and 1935, variously relocating, merging or just 
disappearing completely.  

The bank at George Street North had become less profitable since the completion of the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1932, the approaches to which had effectively diverted a great 
deal of business away from The Rocks. Many businesses in the area suffered, and in 
1934, the ES&A bank reported that its George Street North branch would be moved to 'a 
more active locality.’ New premises were acquired in Macquarie Place, to the immediate 
south of Circular Quay, and the branch was officially transferred there from George Street 
North on 17 April 1934. The former branch manager at George Street, J P Ashley, 
continued as the manager of the new branch at Macquarie Place. 

 

Figure 9: 1901 map of resumptions in Darling 
Harbour and The Rocks. The ES&A 
Chartered Bank premises are outlined. Note 
building development at the rear of the bank 
site.  
(Source: Reproduced from Allom Lovell, 
Former ES&AC Bank (CMP) 1999) 

 

Figure 10: The ES&A Chartered Bank, early 
1930s. 
(Source: SHFA) 

It was decided to use the old premises in George Street North as a daily agency for the 
new Macquarie Place branch, although the bank was quick to state that 'it is not intended 
that we should continue this Agency indefinitely.’ True to their word, this agency lasted 
only a few months before it was reported that it had completely shut down in favour of the 
Macquarie Place branch. 
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Post-bank Occupancy: 1934 – Present 

In the late 1930s, the Australian Institute of Marine & Power Engineers (AIMPE) were 
looking for new premises in Sydney. This body had been formed in 1881 as a federation of 
various independent but like-minded trade unions in South Australia, News South Wales, 
Victoria and New Zealand. 

Somewhat predictably, there was always disagreement as to where the head office should 
be situated. Originally established in Sydney, it was relocated to Melbourne in 1901, then 
back to Sydney in 1920, then back to Melbourne again in 1925.  

In 1933, the members yet again voted on the preferred location of the head office, and 
those members in New South Wales and Queensland, who far outnumbered those 
elsewhere in Australia, petitioned successfully for the head office to be moved to 
Newcastle. This diversion, however, was short-lived, and the head office returned to 
Melbourne in late 1934.  

In 1938, the Institute purchased that former ES&A Chartered Bank in George Street as the 
new premises for their Sydney district branch, and the building's close proximity to the 
harbour area was obviously an important factor in its selection. In preparation for their 
occupancy, the building was remodelled by architect Llewellyn Williams. In addition to a 
general fitout of new timber panelling, parquetry floors, and partitions, the most substantial 
changes were the installation of a mezzanine floor in the former banking chamber, and the 
construction of a new rear wing containing toilets and a stairwell.  

The newly-renovated AIMPE Sydney district office at 135 George Street first appeared in 
Sydney's telephone directory in 1941, with E A Cole listed as its secretary. Cole, who had 
been a member of the district committee since 1926, had been appointed to the position of 
District Secretary in 1940. Five years later, when the head office was relocated from 
Brisbane to Sydney, Cole became General Secretary, a position that he held jointly with 
District Secretary. Thus the district office at 135 George Street also became the national 
head office of the AIMPE. After Cole's death in 1957 the positions of General and District 
Secretary were taken over by Edward Barnwell. The AIMPE continued to occupy the 
former bank building at 135 George Street until 1971. By that time, the emphasis of 
Sydney's harbour activity had moved from Sydney Cove to Darling Harbour, and the 
AIMPE relocated to new premises, closer to Darling Harbour, on the corner of Quay and 
Valentine streets in Ultimo. The head office has since been relocated further inland, to 
Buckingham Street, Surry Hills.  

During the 1960s, there was much debate in Sydney over the redevelopment of certain 
parts of the city. The Rocks was one such area, and was subjected to numerous proposals 
for demolition and rebuilding. In 1968, the Sydney Cove Redevelopment Bill was passed, 
followed soon afterwards by the formation of the Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority 
(hereafter SCRA). In 1971, the ownership of the former ES&A Chartered Bank was 
transferred to the SCRA, and the building was substantially remodelled three years later. It 
was leased to Hermitage Wines, who used the building as an office and display centre.  
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Figure 11: View of the ES&A Chartered Bank and neighbouring buildings in the early 1970s.  
(Source: SHFA) 

In the late 1970s, the building was again renovated, this time for use as a restaurant. The 
office partitioning was removed to create open-planned dining areas, and kitchens were 
fitted out. The buildings at the rear of the bank, some dating back to the mid-1890s and 
formerly occupied by a succession of merchants, fruiterers and the like, were demolished. 
The new State Archives building was erected, fronting Harrington Street, and Nurses Walk 
was created. The remaining land behind the bank was landscaped with paving and 
planting. A new timber porch, in a sympathetic Gothic style, was erected at the rear entry 
of the bank.  

In 1999 the building underwent substantial renovation works. The former 3-storey wing to 
the rear, built 1938, was removed and replaced with a modern exposed 3-storey steel and 
glass addition (Figure 14) and a new basement level was excavated under the new rear 
addition. At first and second floor level, the rear wall and windows to the former bar and 
kitchen were demolished to accommodate the new rear addition. At ground and first floor 
levels, the timber windows to the north wall of the front dining room were reconstructed, 
and lead lighting in the Gothic windows to the front façade were replaced. At second floor 
level the modern brick fireplaces were removed and replaced with new marble 
mantelpieces, and timber reveals and sill boards were restored to the windows in the 
eastern wall. Changes were made to internal partitioning on the ground, first and second 
floors of the building. The brass sheeting was removed from the front door and a new 
glass vestibule was added. The roof structure was extended to the west wall of the existing 
building with a new stone capped brick parapet wall, and a new brick chimney was also 
added.  

Since the late 1970s the building has remained in use as a restaurant, under such names 
as the Five Bells, the Ox on the Rocks, The Bank and, most recently, the Amo Roma 
Ristorante Pizzeria. 
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Figure 12: The front façade of the ES&A 
Chartered Bank in the late 1970s or early 1980s.  
(Source: SHFA) 

 

Figure 13: The front façade of the ES&A 
Chartered Bank in 1998, prior to 
renovation works. Note bronze to doors 
and signage to deposit vaults on either 
side of doors. (Source: SHFA) 

 
Figure 14: View of the 1999 rear wing addition to the building.  
(Source: SHFA) 
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2.5 Development of Building Components 
 
Development of Building Components 

ES&A Chartered Bank, 135 George Street, The Rocks 

Date Owner Details  Architect/ 
Designer 

1884-
1885 

ES&A 
Chartered 
Bank 

ES&A Chartered Bank built as a new building for the Queen‟s 
Wharf branch.  

William 
Wardell 

By 
1891 

 Vacant land at the rear of the ES&A Chartered Bank building sold 
to Charlotte Dyer.  

By 1895, this land (135A George Street) had been built upon. 

Unknown 

1938  AIMPE Remodelling of building, including: 

 installation of a mezzanine floor in the former banking 
chamber 

 construction of a new rear wing containing toilets and a 
stairwell 

 general fitout of new timber panelling, parquetry floors, and 
partitions 

Llewellyn 
Williams 

1974  SCRA Substantial remodelling of building for use by Hermitage Wines 
as an office and display centre 

Unknown 

Late 
1970s 

 

SCRA Renovations to convert building for use as a restaurant, including: 

 removal of office partitioning to create open-planned dining 
areas 

 fit-out of kitchens  

 demolition of buildings at the rear of the bank  

 In addition to work renovations to the ES&A Chartered Bank 
building, changes were made to the property, including: 

 erection of a new State Archives building, fronting Harrington 
Street 

 creation of Nurses Walk.  

 landscaping (paving and planting) of remaining land behind 
the bank 

 erection of a new timber porch, in a sympathetic Gothic style, 
at the rear entry of the bank. 

Unknown 

1999 SHFA Substantial renovations, including:  

 removal of former 3-storey wing to the rear, built 1938, and its 
replacement with a modern exposed 3-storey steel and glass 
addition  

 excavation of a new basement level under the new rear 
addition.  

 at first and second floor level, demolition of the  rear wall and 
windows to the former bar and kitchen 

 at ground and first floor levels, reconstruction of the timber 
windows to the north wall of the front dining room at ground 
and first floor levels, replacement of lead lighting in the Gothic 
windows to the front façade  

 at the second floor, removal of existing modern brick 
fireplaces and replacement with new marble mantelpieces  

Luigi Roselli 
architects 
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Development of Building Components 

ES&A Chartered Bank, 135 George Street, The Rocks 

Date Owner Details  Architect/ 
Designer 

 at the second floor, restoration of timber reveals and sills to 
windows in the eastern wall  

 changes in internal partitioning to the ground, first and second 
floors 

 removal of brass sheeting from front door and construction of 
a new glass vestibule  

 extension of the roof structure to the west wall of the existing 
building  

 addition of a new brick chimney 

 removal of mezzanine in bank chamber. 

 
It is believed that the first floor rooms within the walls of the original building formed part of 
the Bank Manager‟s residence (the Front Function Room and the eastern section of the 
Back Function Room).   
 
“Branch banks in the nineteenth century (and first half of the twentieth century) almost 
always provided accommodation for their manager. Typically, a suite of rooms would be 
provided for this purpose on the upper floor of the building. It would have access for the 
bank proper (usually via the bank manager‟s office) as well as a separate rear entrance for 
private access after business hours.” (Allom Lovell & Associates, p25) 
 
It is highly probable that the Front Function Room, which overlooks George Street was 
originally two adjacent rooms, a dinning room and living room, and the rear room was the 
bank manager‟s bedroom, although there is no documentary or physical evidence to 
support this. (Allom Lovell & Associates, p25, 27) 
 

2.6 Analysis of History in Context 

The history of the ES&A Chartered Bank, viewed within the broader historical context of 
the George Street North Commercial Heritage Precinct, has occurred in several distinct 
phases. 

Between 1788 and 1816, the precinct accommodated the gardens of the first convict 
hospital, and witnessed the earliest years of European settlement and the development of 
The Rocks into a centre of colonial activity around the hospital. 

The relocation of the hospital saw the land made available for private settlement, and by 
the 1830s, legal tenure to the land, including the lot on which the ES&A Chartered Bank 
stands, had been established through a series of town grants. The 1830s and 1840s also 
saw the rise of the professional and merchant classes, which were responsible for many of 
the developments in the precinct, including the erection of a building comprising four 
dwellings on the future site of the ES&A Chartered Bank by John Davis, son of William 
around this time.  

The building of the Argyle Cut and the Princes Street Bridge from the 1840s to the 1860s 
facilitated transport to and from George Street and strengthened trade in the area. Other 
developments, such as the completion of Semi-Circular Quay and the railway link between 
Redfern and Parramatta in 1855, further increased traffic and, consequently, business. 



Conservation Management Plan  
135 George Street, The Rocks  2009 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton & Partners  23 
Report prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

The precinct‟s reputation as the centre of commerce and trade in Sydney is reflected in the 
ES&A Chartered Bank‟s decision, in 1883, to purchase land at 135 George Street and 
erect a new building for the Queen‟s Wharf branch in the following years.  

With the outbreak of bubonic plague in 1900, the Observatory Hill Resumption Act was 
passed and the Crown and Minister for Public Works commenced resuming property and 
demolishing unsanitary premises in The Rocks. The ES&A Chartered Bank building at 135 
George Street was among those resumed; however, as with many commercial buildings it 
was spared demolition and was re-acquired by the ES&A Chartered Bank company in 
1909.  

In the early 1930s, the coincidence of the economic turbulence of the Great Depression 
with the opening of the Harbour Bridge forced many businesses in The Rocks to relocate 
premises or close completely. The ES&A Chartered Bank company did both, closing five 
Sydney metropolitan branches in the years between 1929 and 1935, and eventually 
relocating its George Street North (formerly Queen‟s Wharf) branch several blocks away to 
Macquarie Place in 1934. The subsequent occupation of the building by the AIMPE, a 
union body, reflects this slight shift in the commercial profile of the area.  

In the late 1960s the green bans began to draw attention to buildings in the precinct with 
heritage significance and in 1968, the Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority embarked 
on an extensive program of conservation and redevelopment of significant properties in 
The Rocks, including the ES&A Chartered Bank building. The last decades of the twentieth 
century witnessed the evolution of the conservation philosophies of the SCRA and its 
successors, the Sydney Cove Authority and the present Sydney Harbour Foreshore 
Authority and saw shifting approaches to the interpretation of heritage buildings in The 
Rocks, as reflected in the upgrades made to the ES&A Chartered Bank between the early 
1970s and the present day. 
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3. Physical Evidence 
The aim of this chapter is to describe the ES&A Chartered Bank in detail in order to 
understand the existing place and the many changes that have been carried out during its 
life. This chapter builds on the documenatary evidence outlined in the previous section. 

3.1 Street and Streetscape Description 
The two storey parapeted stone façade of the ES&A Chartered Bank addresses George 
Street. It is flanked to the south by the Fortune of War Hotel, a 1922 three storey facebrick 
building with stucco detailing, and to the north by the two storey former Police Station by 
James Barnet, built in 1882. Together, the ES&A Chartered Bank and former Police 
Station, make an essential contribution to the 19th and early 20th century character of the 
George Street north precinct.  
 
The dramatic Gothic manner of the eastern façade is matched to the heavily articulated 
piers, quoins and voussoirs of the former Police Station. The facades stand out as a 
remarkable pair of architectural buildings, creating a break in the streetscape between the 
adjacent buildings with street awnings.  
 
The arcade of windows on the first floor, Gothic windows to the ground floor and the 
arched door and carriageway openings are also strong elements in this part of George 
Street. 
 
In scale the ES&A Chartered Bank is matched by the neighbouring buildings, but the 
paired polygonal chimneys and gabled north and south elevations are among the highest 
elements in the street. 
 
The Nurses Walk is a pedestrian lane created by the Sydney Cove Redevelopment 
Authority (SCRA) in the 1970s. It contains the irregular rear elevations and back wings of 
the 19th and early 20th century buildings facing George Street, and Foreshore House, a 
c1980s NSW Government building. Nurses Walk is accessed via Surgeons Walk, the 
carriageway to the undercroft of the ES&A Chartered Bank. The 1999 rear addition of the 
ES&A Chartered Bank is one of the more recent elements in the Nurses Walk streetscape.  
 

 
Figure 15: The ES&A Chartered Bank (centre) with the 
Fortune of War (left) and former Police Station by James 
Barnet (right). 

 
Figure 16: The 1999 rear 
addition of the ES&A Chartered 
Bank. 
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3.1.1 Views and Vistas 
Views to the ES&A Chartered Bank are primarily afforded from various vantage points 
along George Street. Partial views are also afforded from the the pedestrian entrance 
stairs to The Rocks and First Fleet Park on the eastern side of George Street. 
 
The west elevation and the Surgeon‟s Walk are components in a visual catchment of the 
Nurses Walk. The 1999 rear addition is set back from the adjacent building lines, limiting 
views to the modern building to a short range. The new gable to the south elevation of the 
original building and roof can, however, be seen from further north along the Nurses Walk.  
 
See Figure 17 for a summary diagram of the views and visual catchments of the ES&A 
Chartered Bank. 
 

 
Figure 17: Diagram showing views and visual catchments of the ES&A Chartered Bank. 
(Source: SHFA, modified by CLSP) 

 
Figure 18: View from George Street north. 
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Figure 19: View from George Street south. 

 
Figure 20: View from Nurses Walk north. 

 

 
Figure 21: View from stairs from First Fleet Part to The Rocks. 
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3.2 Identification of Fabric Development 
In order to determine the age and configuration of the fabric at the ES&A Chartered Bank, 
a fabric survey was undertaken on the 3rd March 2009 and every interior space inspected. 
The tables below summarise the information gained from this survey. 
 
The fabric is identified according to its age and major phases in the development of the 
building, as identified in the history above. The interior spaces are discussed as one room 
for each floor level.  
 
The terms used to denote the periods in the survey tables are defined below: 
 
Period  Definition 

Original  Original fabric built in 1885 for the ES&A Chartered Bank, to the design of William 
Wilkinson Wardell 

1938 Fabric introduced in 1938 for the Australian Institute of Marine & Power Engineers, 
(AIMPE), to the design of Llewellyn Williams 

1974 Fabric introduced in the 1974 conservation works during management by Sydney 
Cove Redevelopment Authority (SCRA 

Reconstructed 
(1974) 

Reconstructed fabric introduced in the 1974 conservation works during 
management by Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority (SCRA 

1999 Fabric introduced in 1999 for fitout of Amo Roma Ristorante Pizzeria, to the design 
of architect Luigi Roselli. 

Reconstructed 
(1999) 

Reconstructed fabric introduced in1999 for fitout of Amo Roma Ristorante 
Pizzeria, to the design of architect Luigi Roselli. 

 

3.2.1 ES&A Chartered Bank - elevation and floor plans 
 

 
Figure 22: East elevation (not to scale) 

 
Figure 23: West elevation (not to scale) 

(Source: SHFA, modified by CLSP) 
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Figure 24: North elevation (not to scale) 
(Source: SHFA, modified by CLSP) 

 
Figure 25: Basement floor plan (not to scale) 
(Source: SHFA, modified by CLSP) 



Conservation Management Plan  
135 George Street, The Rocks  2009 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton & Partners  29 
Report prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

 

Figure 26: Ground floor plan (not to scale) 
(Source: SHFA, modified by CLSP) 
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Figure 27: First floor plan (not to scale) 
(Source: SHFA, modified by CLSP) 
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Figure 28: Second floor plan (not to scale) 
(Source: SHFA, modified by CLSP) 
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Figure 29: Roof plan (not to scale) 
(Source: SHFA, modified by CLSP) 
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3.2.2 Identification of Fabric– External 

Identification of Fabric  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE SRTEET – EXTERIOR 

Element Description Period 

Roof  

Roof Cladding Natural slate with lead ridge and flashings Reconstructed 
(1974 or 1999) 

Chimneys 2 pairs of face stone octagonal stacks on rectangular 
bases 

Original 

 1 rendered chimney with stepped capping 1999 

Rainwater Goods Box gutter unseen Reconstructed 
(1974?) 

East Elevation  

Parapet Face stone surmounted with triangular pediment Original 

 Carved fleuron Original 

 Trefoil window Original 

Rainwater Goods 2 downpipes, 2 rainwater heads 1974 or 1999 

Coping Sawn stone Original with 
some stone 
replacement 

Walls Dressed ashlar finely sparrow pecked, irregular courses, 
rubbed at all window openings 

Original 

 Projecting string course at ground floor window sill and 
pair at first floor window sill  

Original with 
some stone 
replacement 

 Elaborate carved lion and leaf motif string course at first 
floor ceiling level with return on north elevation 

Original 

Ground Floor 
Window Openings 

2 Gothic windows (2 lights and 4 lights) with a quatrefoil 
and moulded tracery, label moulds with carved bases 

Original with 
some stone 
replacement 

First Floor 
Window Openings 

9 windows arranged in arcade (5 open, 4 blind), arched 
with pointed heads, trefoil cusping and chamfered 
mullions. 

Original 

 Double hung box frame sashes in 5 open windows Reconstructed 
(1999?) 

Door Opening Square with pointed lintel and carded indent in floral 
motif 

Original 

Gateway Pointed arch with label mould Original 

 Pair of highly decorative wrought iron gates with Gothic 
detail, painted 

Original  

Other 3 bluestone steps to front entrance Original 

 2 bollards 1974 

 Metal street numbering „135‟ 1974? 

 2 niches adjacent entrance door Original 
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Identification of Fabric  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE SRTEET – EXTERIOR 

Element Description Period 

 Signs in niches 1999 

 Metal sign „A Restoration Project by the Sydney Cove 
Redevelopment Authority‟ 

1974 

 Carved sign in stone at first floor level „English Scottish 
and Australian Chartered Bank‟ 

Original 

 Hanging sign with metal bracket 1999 

 Metal signs attached to wrought iron gates  1974 and 1999 

West Elevation  

Parapet Rendered masonry surmounted with triangular pediment 1999 

 Circular metal grill 1999 

Coping Sawn stone 1999 

Walls Rendered masonry 1999 

Window Openings 2 casement windows, first and second floor 1938 

Gateway 4 ring brick pointed arch, face brick Reconstruction 
(1974) 

Box addition 3 storey glass and steel frame structure 1999 

Other 2 sprinklers with hoods above windows 1974 

North  and South Elevations 

Coping Sawn stone Original 

Walls Face brickwork Original, 1938 
and 1999 

 Dressed ashlar finely sparrow pecked return from east 
elevation 

Original 

 Elaborate carved lion and leaf motif string course return 
from east elevation at  first floor ceiling level 

Original 

Other S structural tie end bracket 1999 

Covered Passage Way  

Roof Corrugated iron Original 

 150mm beaded tongue and groove boarded infill Original  

 130mm beaded tongue and groove boarded infill 1999 

Cornice Scotia Reconstruction 
(1999) 

Walls Face brickwork, English bond Original  

 Dressed ashlar finely sparrow pecked on east wall with 
1.2m return on north and south walls 

Original 

 Evidence of lime wash Original 

Window Opening Stone sill, pointed arch opening Original 

 Double hung box frame (2 lights) Reconstruction 
(1999) 
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Identification of Fabric  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE SRTEET – EXTERIOR 

Element Description Period 

 Metal grill 1999 

Archways 4 ring pointed arch, face brick 1974 

Floor 150 x 300mm brick paving, hemming bone pattern 1974 

 Metal grill to Surgeon‟s Walk 1999 

Other Evidence of missing hardware for gates in stonework 
(eg. fixing pole, element hung above gates) 

Original or later 

 Water main and tap 1938 or later 

 Timber boarded electricity box 1974 

 Sprinklers, drop lights, wiring for services, telecom box 1974, 1999 and 
2008 

 
 

 
Figure 30: East elevation from George Street 

 

 
Figure 31: Detail of east elevation at first floor level 
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Figure 32: Detail of front door and ground 
floor Gothic windows 

 
Figure 33: Detail of entrance to covered 
passage way 

 
Figure 34: Covered passageway 

 
Figure 35: Detail of original gates to covered 
passage way 
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Figure 36: Detail of original stone niche 

 

 
Figure 37: Surgeon’s Walk showing west 
elevation of and the reconstructed arch 

 
Figure 38: Rear wing addition 
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3.2.3 Identification of Fabric– Basement Floor 

Identification of Fabric  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE SRTEET –INTERIOR,  BASEMENT FLOOR  

Element Description Period 

Basement  

Ceiling Plasterboard 1999 

 Wall Set plaster 

 Rendered masonry partitions 

Skirting Tiles 

Floor Solid masonry with tile covering 

Door B01, B03, 
B04, B05, B06 

Leaf: flush door 

 Hardware: Metal lever and lock 

Door B02 Sliding metal cool room door 

Door B07, B08, 
B09, B10, B11 

Leaf: flush door 

 Hardware: metal push and kick plates 

Door B12, B13, 
B14, B15 

Leaf: Flush doors of Corian® (bathroom fitout) 

Stair  Solid masonry with tile covering, timber handrail, metal 
disabled lift 

Other Sprinklers, services on metal racks, fire hydrant, Main 
Distribution Board 

 Corian® bathroom fitout 

 Office, cool room etc. fitouts 

 

 
Figure 39: Stair, basement floor 
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Figure 40: Lobby 

 
Figure 41: Passage to Change, Garbage and 
Cool Rooms 

 
 

3.2.4 Identification of Fabric– Ground Floor 
 
Identification of Fabric  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE SRTEET – INTERIOR, GROUND FLOOR 

Element Description Period 

Front Dining (former Banking Chamber) 

Ceiling Timber ceiling divided into 16 panels with supporting 
beams, roundels at intersections, square coffers infilled 
with 75mm chamfered boarded panelling on diagonal 
axis  

Original 

 Heavy exposed timber beam running east west 
supported on 2 large masonry corbels 

Original 

Wall Set plaster, painted 
Originally face brickwork 

1999 

 Large openings to Middle Dinning (former Bank 
Manager‟s Office) 
Originally 2 door openings 

1974 and 1999 

Skirting Heavily moulded timber, 400mm Original 

Floor Mosaic tiles, boarded with scallop pattern 1999 

Door G01 Leaf: Pair framed, braced and sheeted doors, 75mm 
boards on diagonal  
Original brass covering removed 

Original, modified 
1999 
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Identification of Fabric  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE SRTEET – INTERIOR, GROUND FLOOR 

Element Description Period 

 Frame: solid timber Original, modified 
1999 

 Hardware: pair brass pull handles Original 

Door G02 Iron vault door: „Iron made by Thomas Wearne of 
Sydney‟, „Imported by John Keep‟ 

Original 

 Architrave: chamfered timber, 150mm  Original 

Window G01, 102 4 lights with lead lighting and quatrefoil  1999 

 Frame: timber rebate to lower 2 lights  1999 

 Face stone reveal, moulded mullions Original 

Window 101 2 lights with lead lighting and quatrefoil  1999 

 Face stone reveal, moulded mullions Original 

Window G02, 103 Sash: 2 lights, double hung sash 1999 

 Frame: solid timber box frame 1999 

 Chamfered stone reveal, painted  Original 

 Hardware: ring sash lifts 1999 

Other South wall: remnant of chimney breast 
Originally went from ceiling to floor    

Original 

 Steel and glass vestibule screen  1999 

 4 reproduction gasoliers  Reconstruction 
(1999) 

 Restaurant fitout, including raised timber cupboards, 
banquette seating 

1999 

Bar ( former Strong Room) 

Ceiling Hardboard 1999 

Walls Set plaster 
Originally face brickwork 

1999 

 Some brickwork in reveal to vault door, painted Original (excluding 
paint) 

 Servery opening to Middle Dining (former Bank 
Manager‟s Office) 

1999 

Floor Encaustic tiles, 100 x100mm 1999 

Other Stainless steel bar fitout 1999 

Middle Dining (former Bank Manager’s Office) 

Ceiling Plasterboard 1999 

Wall Masonry, rendered 
Originally face brickwork 

1999 

Skirting Heavily moulded timber, 400mm Original, some 
relocated 

Floor Mosaic tiles, boarded with scallop pattern 1999 



Conservation Management Plan  
135 George Street, The Rocks  2009 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton & Partners  41 
Report prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

Identification of Fabric  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE SRTEET – INTERIOR, GROUND FLOOR 

Element Description Period 

Other Corian® island bench and cupboard fitout 1999 

 Sprinklers, down lights, air-conditioning grills 1999 

Back Dining 

Ceiling Perforated hardboard 1999 

  Exposed welded steel frame 

Wall Exposed steel and glass structure 

 Rendered masonry to east wall 

Skirting Flat plastic, 100mm 

Floor Recycled hardwood, 250mm 

 Large format travertine tiles, 400x400 mm 

Door G03 Leaf: Vertically boarded flush door 

Door G04 Leaf: frameless glass  

 Frame: exposed steel 

Door G05 Leaf: Metal fire door  

Window G03 Sash: double hung glass  

 Frame: exposed steel 

Window G04 Sash: frameless glass doors 

 Frame: exposed steel 

Other Mural on south wall, painted street scene of Rome 

 Sprinklers, down lights, 

 Restaurant fitout, including Corian® cupboards, 
banquette seating 

Stair  

Ceiling Plasterboard 1999 

 Wall Masonry, rendered with Mural on south wall, painted with 
Roman scene 

Staircase Masonry with solid flight of recycled hardwood, timber 
framed glass balustrade and timber handrail 

Door G06 Leaf: fire door 

Outdoor Seating, Surgeon’s Walk 

Floor 150 x 300mm brick paving, hemming bone pattern 1974 

Other Lights on a suspended wire fixed with stainless steel 
rings 

1999 

 English plane tree 1974 or earlier 
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Figure 42: Front Dining (former Banking 
Chamber) 

 
Figure 43: Front Dining (former Banking 
Chamber) 

 
Figure 44: Front Dining (former Banking 
Chamber) 

 
Figure 45: Front Dining (former Banking 
Chamber) 
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Figure 46: ‘Iron made by Thomas Wearne of 
Sydney’, ‘Imported by John Keep’ (Door G02) 

 
Figure 47: Bar ( former Strong Room) 

 
Figure 48: Front door (Door G01) 

 
Figure 49: Middle Dining (former Bank 
Manager’s Office) 
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Figure 50: Back Dining 

 
Figure 51: Stair, ground floor 

 

3.2.5 Identification of Fabric– First Floor 
 
Identification of Fabric  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE SRTEET – INTERIOR, FIRST FLOOR 

Element Description Period 

Upstairs Dining, Servery 

Ceiling Perforated hardboard 1999 

  Exposed welded steel frame 

Wall Exposed steel and glass structure 

 Rendered masonry to east wall 

Skirting Flat plastic, 100mm 

Floor Recycled hardwood, 250mm 

Door 102, 103 Leaf: frameless glass  

 Frame: exposed steel 

Window 106, 107 Sash: double hung glass  

 Frame: exposed steel 

Window 108 Sash: fixed 

 Frame: solid timber, gap detailing 

Other Restaurant fitout, including Corian® servery benches and 
banquette seating 
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Identification of Fabric  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE SRTEET – INTERIOR, FIRST FLOOR 

Element Description Period 

Kitchen, Wash up 

Ceiling Plasterboard 1999 

 Wall Glazed tiles, 100 x 200mm, stretcher bond 

Floor Encaustic tread tiles 

Other Stainless steel and Corian® kitchen fitout 

Cool room, Store 

Ceiling Plasterboard 1999 

 Wall Plasterboard 

Floor Encaustic tread tiles 

Door 101 Leaf: sliding metal cool room door 

Window 104 Not seen from interior, covered by cool room fitout  

Other Sliding aluminium gate to Store 

 Coolroom fitout and shelves in Store 

 
 

 
Figure 52: Upper Dining 
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Figure 53: Upper Dining 

 

 
Figure 54: Upper Dining 
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Figure 55: Servery 

 
Figure 56: Wash up 

 
Figure 57: Kitchen, looking to Cool Room 
and Store 

 
Figure 58: Stair, first floor 
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3.2.6 Identification of Fabric– Second Floor 
 
Identification of Fabric  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE SRTEET – INTERIOR, SECOND FLOOR 

Element Description Period 

Front Function Room  

Ceiling Plasterboard 1999 

Wall Rendered masonry, painted Original 

 Murals painted between window openings on east wall 1999 

 Large opening to Back Function room 1999 

Skirting Heavily moulded timber, 315mm  Original 

 Additional quad, 45mm 1999 

Floor Baltic Pine 100mm, patched in oregon Original 

Window 201, 202, 
203, 204, 205 

Sash: 2 lights, double hung sash 1999 

 Frame: solid timber box frame 1999 

 Timber paneled stop chamfered reveals  Original 

 Sill: Heavily beaded timber moulds, 34mm Reconstruction 
(1999) 

 Hardware: brass ring sash lifts and sash fastener, 
porcelain knobs 

1999 

Fireplaces Chimney piece: St. Anne's marble and slate, pilaster style 1999 

 Grate: modern integral gas fire and front plate 1999 

 Outer hearth: stone with large gouges Original 

Other Folding 5 leaf 2 panel timber doors in arch opening 1999 

 4 reproduction gasoliers  Reconstruction 
(1999) 

 Timber mounter block for gas light on south wall Original 

 Timber chair rail, 90 x 18mm 1999 

 Projector and suspended projector screen 1999 

Back Function Room, Servery  

Ceiling Plasterboard 1999 

 Wall Rendered masonry, painted 

 Exposed steel and glass structure to west wall with 5 leaf 
folding sliding glass doors 

Skirting Flat plastic, 100mm 

Floor Recycled oregon 

 Tiles in servery 

Door 201 Leaf: flush door with obscure glass inset  

 Hardware: stainless steel push and kick plates, pull 
handle 

1999 
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Identification of Fabric  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE SRTEET – INTERIOR, SECOND FLOOR 

Element Description Period 

Door 206 Leaf: frameless glass  1999 

  Frame: exposed steel 

 Hardware: stainless steel pull handles 

Window 207, 212 Sash: fixed 

 Frame: solid timber, gap detailing 

Other Stainless steel and Corian® servery fitout 

 Access hatch to roof space 

 Sprinklers, downlights 

Bathrooms (Female, Male, Airlock)  

Ceiling Plasterboard 1999 

 Wall Tile covering 

 Plasterboard partitions 

Floor Tile covering, large format 

Door 202, 205 Leaf: flush door 

 Hardware: metal push and kick plates 

Door 203, 204 Leaf: Flush doors of Corian® (bathroom fitout) 

Window 206 Sash: Obscure glass, casement sash 

 Frame: solid timber 

 Hardware: stainless steel stays and latch 

Other Stainless steel and Corian® bathroom fitout 

Roof Deck  

Ceiling Canvas awning fixed with stainless steel rings 1999 

Balustrade Exposed steel and glass structure 1999 

Floor Stone tiles, large format 1999 
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Figure 59: Front Function Room 

 
Figure 60: Fireplace with original outer 
hearth and c.1999 mantle and surround 

 
Figure 61: Back Function Room 

 
Figure 62: Back Function Room 

 
Figure 63: Roof Deck 
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3.3 Fabric Development  
The series of plans and images below show changes to the external and internal fabric 
made during the 1999 conservation and new development works carried out by the 
Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority in association with the Kazal Family and architect 
Luigi Roselli. The conservation works were concentrated at the eastern (front) section of 
the building, while the rear internally and externally has been dramatically changed. These 
changes are indicated on the plans below. 

3.3.1 Comparative Plans 
The series of plans below show the pre- and post-1999 conservation and development 
works footprints and plan forms of the building. Area of change is shaded in pink, green 
and blue. Pink denotes fabric that has been removed, green denotes reconstructed fabric 
and blue denotes new fabric and openings. 
 



Conservation Management Plan  
135 George Street, The Rocks  2009 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton & Partners  52 
Report prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

Basement Floor 

 

 

Figure 64: Basement floor plan, 2009 

Changes to note: The basement floor was excavated and added to the building as part of 
the 1999 development works. 
 
 
Ground floor 

  
Figure 65: Ground floor plan, 1986 (left) and 2009 (right) 
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Changes to note: The original rear wing was rebuilt in 1938. This in turn was removed 
and replaced with the modern exposed steel and glass three-storey rear wing addition. 
The external 1938 fire-stair was also removed and a new basement level was excavated 
under the demolished part of the building (former fire stair, store and courtyard) as 
mentioned above. 
 
In 1999 various internal openings were infilled and others widened. The partitioned wall to 
the former kitchen was removed. The timber window to the north wall of the Front Dining 
Room (Window G02) was reconstructed, lead lighting replaced in the front facade Gothic 
window (Window G01), the brass sheeting from the front door removed (Door G01) and a 
new glass vestibule was installed. The internal staircase leading to the mezzanine was 
also removed, replaced by the stairwell in the new rear wing. 
 
First Floor 

  
Figure 66: First floor plan, 1986 (left) and 2009 (right) 

 
Changes to note: The original rear wing was rebuilt in 1938. In 1999 the rear wall and 
window ensemble of the former bar area was demolished to accommodate the new rear 
wing addition. Existing openings were infilled and the void above the Former Banking 
Chamber restored. The timber window to the north wall of the Front Dining Room (Window 
103) was reconstructed and the lead lighting replaced in the front facade Gothic window 
(Windows 101 and 102). A new casement window was added to the cool room and a new 
store inserted in part of the void above the covered passageway. 
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Second Floor 

  
Figure 67: Second floor plan, 1986 (left), and 2009 (right) 

 
Changes to note: The rear wall and window ensemble of the former kitchen was 
demolished to accommodate the new rear wing. The opening between the front and back 
function rooms was widened and a wall to former hall entrance infilled. The modern brick 
fireplaces were removed and fixed with new marble mantelpieces, and the timber reveals, 
sill boards and sashes to the arcade of windows on the eastern wall replaced. 
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Roof Plan 

 

 

Figure 68: Roof plan, 2009 

Changes to note: As part of the 1999 development works the roof structure was extended 
to the west wall of the existing building with a new stone caped brick parapet wall and a 
new brick chimney was added. The roof of the rear wing also dates from this time. 
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3.3.2 Comparative Images 
 

   
Figure 69: East (front) elevation of the ES&A Charted Bank, early 1930s (left), 1998 (centre) 
and 2009 (right) 
(Source: SHFA – early 1930s and 1998 photographs) 

Changes to note: The eastern façade remains remarkably intact. Minor changes from the 
1999 development works include the missing paintwork to the carved ES&A Charted Bank 
sign and removed original brass covering to the front door. The window sashes to the first 
floor arcade have been reconstructed and intrusive signage to the covered passageway 
gateway removed. 
 
 

  

Figure 70: View the ES&A Charted Bank from George Street north, early 1970s (right), 2009 
(left) 
(Source: SHFA – early 1970s photograph) 

 
Changes to note: The streetscape view of the ES&A Charted bank remains unaltered 
since the early 1970s. 
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Figure 71: Front Door (Door G01), 1998 (right), 2009 (left) 
(Source: SHFA – 1998 photograph) 

Changes to note: The original brass covering has been removed and timber frame 
replaced. 
 

  
Figure 72: First floor arcade of windows, 1998 (right), 2009 (left) 
(Source: SHFA – 1998 photograph) 

Changes to note: Original double hung sashes have been replaced. 
 

  
Figure 73: Covered passageway, 1998 (right), 2009 (left) 
(Source: SHFA – 1998 photograph) 

Changes to note: The modern paintwork has been removed and original brickwork 
exposed to view. 
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Figure 74: West elevation above the covered passageway, 1998 (right), 2009 (left) 
(Source: SHFA – 1998 photograph) 

Changes to note: The first and second floor window opening have been modified and 
replaced by smaller casement windows. 
 

  
Figure 75: West elevation and former rear wing 1998, during the recent development works. 
(Source: SHFA) 
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Figure 76: West elevation and former ground floor courtyard 1998, during the recent 
development works. The rendered wall and opening to the courtyard (right) was likely 
original fabric, built 1885. 
(Source: SHFA) 

 

 
Figure 77: West elevation and new exposed steel and glass rear addition.  

 
Changes to note: Major redevelopment and modifications to the rear of the building. The 
1938 rear wing and surviving fabric of the original rear wing was demolished replaced by a 
modern three-storey addition, and the western elevation wall removed.  
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Figure 78: Fireplace in the Front Function Room, 1998 (left), 2009 (right) 
(Source: SHFA - 1998 photograph) 

Changes to note: The 1938? brick chimneypiece was removed and replaced by a modern 
marble chimneypiece. 
 

3.4 Assessment of Archaeological Potential 
The archaeological potential of the site was assessed in The Rocks and Millers Point 
Archaeological Management Plan, prepared by E Higginbotham, T Kass & M Walker for 
the Sydney Cove Authority in 1991.  
 
The condition of the below-ground archaeological remains was assessed in this report as 
being partly disturbed. In view of the extensive conservation and renovation works carried 
out in 1999, however, it is considered to be unlikely that any significant archaeological 
evidence would still remain within the curtilage of the site. 
 

3.4.1 Below Ground 
The sub-surface levels have been partly disturbed by the excavation of a basement level 
at the rear of the site in 1999, but may yet contain archaeological relics. 

3.4.2 Above Ground 
Given the extent of works carried out to the building fabric in 1974 and 1999, the potential 
for archaeological remains is low.  
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4. Assessment of Cultural Significance 
Please note that much of the text in this section has been taken from the Allom Lovell 
(1999) CMP for the property (see 1.8 - Limitations). Text that is wholly or mostly 
reproduced from the Allom Lovell (1999) CMP has been italicised. Source references for 
the information contained in this section can be found in the Allom Lovell (1999) CMP. 

4.1 Assessment of Significance 

4.1.1 Comparative Analysis 

In the late eighteenth century, the preferred architectural style in England for commercial 
buildings, including banks, was Classical or Italianate. This choice was not only due to the 
obvious physical associations with monumentality and security, but also because of the 
appropriate historical connotations of the origins of commerce in Northern Italy. The use of 
the Gothic style was never considered, largely due to the pervasive influence of 
architectural theorist A W N Pugin, whose writings actively condemned the use of Gothic 
for anything but ecclesiastical or collegiate buildings. By the 1840s, a few British architects 
had tentatively begun to turn to Gothic architecture as a stylistic source for their designs of 
commercial buildings, and by the late 1850s, commercial buildings in Gothic, and other 
styles, became increasingly commonplace (Figure 79).  

  

Figure 79: Two examples of ‘Commercial Gothic’ in England: National Provincial Bank, 
Gloucester (1844), at left, and Stuckey's Bank, Somerset (1858), at right.  
(Source: Reproduced from Allom Lovell, Former ES&AC Bank (CMP) 1999) 

In Australia, as in England, classicism and its variants was considered to be the most 
'appropriate' style for commercial buildings. This was true of the earliest bank buildings of 
the 1850s, including the branches of the ES&A Chartered Bank. When Sir George Verdon 
became General Manager of the latter in May 1872, he was instrumental in steering the 
bank's architectural tastes towards Gothic, Verdon, much like Horace Walpole, was a well-
known dilettante and amateur architect who had a peculiar affection for the Gothic style.  
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One of the first ES&A Chartered Bank branches in the Gothic style was erected at 
Williamstown, Victoria, in 1873. It was designed by architect Leonard Terry, who had 
previously designed a few ES&A Chartered Bank branches in the Classical style. The 
notion of 'Commercial Gothic" was somewhat slow to catch on in Australia. During the 
1880s, the prosperity and enthusiasm of the Land Boom led to many financial and 
commercial firms proposing to erect grand new headquarters. While the ES&A Chartered 
Bank was the only actual bank to embrace the Gothic style, there were numerous other 
insurance, investment and property development companies that did so. Some of the more 
notable examples in Melbourne include the New Zealand Insurance Company building 
(Oakden, Addison & Kemp, 1888) and the Empire Buildings (TJ Crouch, 1889) (Figure 80). 
Significantly, both of these were built in Collins Street, Melbourne's chief financial district.  

 

Figure 80: Two examples of "Commercial Gothic" in Boom-period Melbourne: The Empire 
Buildings (left) and the New Zealand Insurance Company (right).  
(Source: Reproduced from Allom Lovell, Former ES&AC Bank (CMP) 1999) 
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Figure 81: The ES&A Chartered 
Bank at East Hawthorn, 
Victoria, designed by Leonard 
Terry, 1874.  
(Source: Reproduced from 
Allom Lovell, Former ES&AC 
Bank (CMP) 1999) 
 

 

In any event, "Commercial Gothic" buildings in Australia tended to remain in the minority. 
Even as late as 1891, it was observed that 'in the Banks, as in the Public Buildings of 
Melbourne, Classic [sic] architecture prevails in one form or another'. That same year also 
marked the retirement of Sir George Verdon as General Manager of the ES&A Chartered 
Bank, thereby ending a two-decade tenure during which all branches were designed in the 
Gothic style." The last of this extraordinary series of buildings appears to have been the 
ES&A Chartered branch at Bowral in New South Wales, designed by H C Kent in 1890 
(Figure 82). By that time, British architects had all but abandoned Gothic motifs in the 
design of commercial buildings in favour of an eclectic Baroque/Renaissance style that 
would remain popular throughout the Edwardian era. Naturally, this style soon spread to 
Australia, and it was used by architect John Reid when he designed the new Sydney head 
office of the ES&A Chartered Bank in 1907.  

While there are numerous surviving examples of "Commercial Gothic" buildings in 
Australia, the corresponding number of surviving ES&A Chartered Bank branches in that 
style is considerably less. It has been estimated, for example, that there are no more than 
ten remaining in Victoria. The number of surviving branches in other states has not been 
precisely established. The ES&A Chartered Bank in Adelaide, designed by William 
Wardell, has been demolished, as have most of Wardell's suburban and country branches 
in New South Wales. 
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Figure 82: The ES&A Chartered Bank branch at Bowral NSW, designed by HC Kent in 1890.  
(Source: Reproduced from Allom Lovell, Former ES&AC Bank (CMP) 1999) 

Wardell's Gothic Style  

Wardell's interpretation of the Gothic style, as applied to bank designs, was different from 
that of other ES&A Chartered Bank architects. Wardell's designs for ES&A Chartered Bank 
branches have been described as 'much more sophisticated' than those of other bank 
architects such as Leonard Terry, the prolific designer of the Melbourne branches who 
typically used face red brickwork with sandstone or rendered trim, steep slate roofs, and 
wrought iron railings.  

Wardell’s designs were most often freestanding double-storeyed buildings, asymmetrical in 
plan and composition, with projecting elements such as oriel windows, chimneybreasts 
and rectangular porches. The banks were generally built of face brick, with banding, 
window heads or chimney capping in brick of a contrasting colour. Gothic detail tended to 
be sparse; window, for example, had shallow pointed arches and no tracery. Gable ends 
were steep, with ornamented corbels at the eave line and decorative orbs at the apex, 
while the parapets were frequently stepped. The style has been succinctly described as 'a 
picturesque eclectic mix of Gothic with Tudor, Dutch and Arts and Crafts influences' and it 
is apparent in Wardell's branches at Paddington, Balmain, Berry and Wollongong in New 
South Wales (Figure 83), and at Camberwell in Victoria.  

When Wardell designed a state office for the ES&A Chartered Bank, as opposed to a 
suburban or rural branch, he took a different approach. These buildings were larger and 
more symbolically important, and Wardell emphasised this by the use of stone, rather than 
brick, for their construction. This is apparent in Wardell's designs for the ES&A Chartered 
Banks in Adelaide (1880) and Melbourne (1882). Curiously, it was also the approach that 
Wardell used in the design of the George Street North branch in Sydney. While this was 
not a state office, it was nonetheless of considerable importance at the time as one of the 
first branches to open in metropolitan Sydney in almost fifteen years. As Wardell never did 
get the opportunity to design an ES&A Chartered Bank head office in Sydney, he may 
have intended this small but important inner-city branch as something of an equivalent.  
 
The three ES&A Chartered banks at Adelaide, Melbourne and George Street North thus 
form an interesting subset among Wardell's other ES&A commissions. Stylistically, the 
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example at George Street North is most similar to the now-demolished bank at Adelaide 
(Figure 84).  
 
 
 

 
Figure 83: Wardell's ES&A Chartered bank branches (clockwise from top left) at Paddington, 
Berry, Balmain, and Wollongong, NSW. 
(Source: Reproduced from Allom Lovell, Former ES&AC Bank (CMP) 1999) 

 



Conservation Management Plan  
135 George Street, The Rocks  2009 

Clive Lucas, Stapleton & Partners  66 
Report prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

 
Figure 84: ES&A Chartered Bank at Adelaide, designed by Wardell, 1880.  
(Source: Reproduced from Allom Lovell, Former ES&AC Bank (CMP) 1999) 

4.1.2 Assessment Criteria 
The following assessment of heritage significance has been prepared utilising the current 
evaluation criteria established by the New South Wales Heritage Council.   
 
Criterion (a) – An item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area) 
 

The George Street North branch of the ES&A Chartered Bank, like most bank buildings in 
Australia, has associations with important aspects of Australia's economic history. The 
ES&A Chartered Bank itself was founded as a direct result of the 1850s Gold Rush, and 
was one of only three 'Anglo-Australian' banks, incorporated under Royal Charter and 
based in London. The monumental building at George Street North is evidence of the 
bank's enthusiastic expansion during the prosperous 1880s Boom period. Finally, the 
building was vacated by the bank in the early 1890s (temporarily) and the early 1930s 
(permanently) as a direct result of the respective Depressions of those times.  

The building's incidental association with the Sydney plague (1900), the AIMPE (1938-71) 
and the redevelopment of the Rocks (1970s) are also of some interest. 

The ES&A Chartered Bank meets this criterion on State level. 
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Criterion (b) – An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or 
the cultural or natural history of the local area) 
 

The building has close associations with William Wardell, one of the most important 
architects to practice in Australia in the nineteenth century, as well as associations with Sir 
George Verdon, whose taste for the Gothic style was an important contributing factor in the 
building's appearance.  

For its association with William Wardell, the ES&A Chartered Bank meets this criterion on 
State level. 

 
Criterion (c) – An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or 
a high degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW (or the local area) 
 

The building is in the "Commercial Gothic" tradition that was common in England from the 
1850s until the 1880s, but considerably rarer in Australia. While several investment, 
insurance and property development companies built their headquarters in the Gothic 
style, during the prosperous Land Boom period, the ES&A Chartered was the only actual 
bank to do so, and this was entirely due to the influence of Sir George Verdon, the bank's 
General Manager and a noted enthusiast of the Gothic style. 

The building is unusual in Wardell's oeuvre, and it stands out even among the other 
buildings that he designed for the ES&A Chartered Bank. The design itself represents an 
innovative synthesis of Gothic elements, in particular those derived from the Dictionnaire 
Raisonnè of French architect and theorist, Eugene Viollet-le-Duc. The influence of Pugin, 
particular in the minimalistic use of ornament, is also apparent, which distinguishes the 
building from the ornate 'Commercial Gothic' buildings of most other architects of the time. 
Although much smaller in scale, the bank can in many ways be considered as Sydney's 
equivalent of the ES&A Chartered 'Gothic Bank' in Collins Street, Melbourne, designed by 
Wardell in 1882 and described by Dr Miles Lewis as the best and most complete example 
of secular Gothic Revival design in Australia.  

The ES&A Chartered Bank meets this criterion on State level. 

Criterion (d) – An item has strong or special association with a particular community 
or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons 
 

The ES&A Chartered Bank is socially significant for its long history and for its contribution 
to The Rocks area, one of Australia’s premier heritage precincts, as evidenced by its 
inclusion on a number of lists of buildings of heritage significance formulated by community 
groups such as the National Trust of Australia (NSW), and representative bodies such as 
the City of Sydney Council and the Heritage Council of NSW.  

As a fine example of the secular Gothic style by significant colonial architect William 
Wardell, incorporating the influences of important 19th century architectural theorists 
Eugene Viollet-le-Duc and A W N Pugin, the ES&A Chartered Bank is likely to be held in 
high esteem by individuals and organisations with an interest in architecture and 
architectural history.  

The ES&A Chartered Bank meets this criterion on State level. 
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Criterion (e) – An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history 
of the local area) 
 
The building, which has successively served as a bank, a maritime union headquarters, 
and a restaurant, contributes to an understanding of the social and economic history of 
The Rocks, and how that area has changed over time. 
 
The ES&A Chartered Bank meets this criterion on local level. 
 
Criterion (f) – An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s 
cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area) 
 

The ES&A Chartered Bank is rare and unusual on several levels, including as a branch of 
a Gold Rush-era banking organisation, as an example of the 'Commercial Gothic' tradition 
in Australia, as a surviving bank building by Wardell, and as one of only two remaining 
stone Gothic bank buildings by that (including the ANZ Bank on the corner of Queen Street 
and Collins Street, Melbourne) by William Wardell..  

The ES&A Chartered Bank meets this criterion on State level. 

 
Criterion (g) – An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of 
a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places or cultural or natural environments (or a 
class of the local area’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural 
environments) 
 

The building has the principal characteristics of a nineteenth century bank in general, and 
more specifically, its Gothic detailing is representative of the series of ES&A Chartered 
banks designed under George Verdon from 1872 to 1891. Aesthetically and historically, it 
is a fine example of its type. 

The ES&A Chartered Bank meets this criterion on State level. 

4.1.3 Ability to Represent Historic Themes 
 
Ability to Represent Historic Themes 

ES&A Chartered Bank, 135 George Street, The Rocks 

State Historical Theme Association to ES&A Chartered Bank 

Commerce The physical fabric of the ES&A Chartered Bank and its continued use 
for commercial purposes represents the historic and continuing 
importance of commerce in this area of The Rocks. 

Labour The physical fabric does not reflect this historic theme. 

Leisure  The adaptation of the ES&A Chartered Bank to accommodate leisure 
establishments is reflected in the fabric and in the continued occupancy 
of the place by restaurants, at present the Amo Roma Ristorante 
Pizzeria.   

Government and 
Administration 

Generally, the continuing care and management of the ES&A Chartered 
Bank by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority reflects the 
involvement of the State government in the place since the 1970s. 
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4.2 Statement of Significance 
The former ES&A Chartered Bank at 135 George Street, The Rocks, is of outstanding 
historical and aesthetic significance.  
 
The building is a particularly fine example of a commercial building in the Gothic Revival 
style. The notion of 'Commercial Gothic' began in England in the 1840s and became 
popular for several decades, with numerous examples appearing in Australia in the 1880s.  
However, the branches of the ES&A Chartered bank are unique because competing 
banking firms continued to design branches in the Classical idiom, which was widely 
thought to be most appropriate style for banks. The personal influence of Sir George 
Verdon, the ES&A Chartered bank's general manager and a noted enthusiast of the Gothic 
Revival style, was the reason for the recurring use of that style to create a distinctive 
image for the ES&A Chartered Bank.  
 
Aesthetically, the building stands out from other 'Commercial Gothic' buildings in Australia. 
While many architects tended towards a highly ornamented style, William Wardell 
preferred a more minimalist approach of stark wall surfaces with concentrated areas of 
decoration, based on true Gothic principles. This demonstrates the local influence of 
important European architectural theorists A W N Pugin and E E Viollet-le-Duc.  
 

Historically, the building has associations with several important phases of Australia's 
financial history. It has associations with the ES&A Chartered Bank, founded in the early 
1850s as a result of the Gold Rush, and one of a very small number of 'Anglo-Australian' 
banks that were incorporated under Royal Charter and based in London. The building was 
erected in the 1880s, and as such epitomises the prosperity and optimism of the Boom 
period. Finally, the branch was closed down (briefly) as a result of the Depression of the 
1890s and again (permanently) due to the Depression of the 1930s. The ES&A Chartered 
Bank itself was subsequently absorbed by the ANZ Bank. 

The building also has historical significance for its associations with the maritime labour 
movement, having been the Sydney district office of the Australian Institute of Marine & 
Power Engineers (AIMPE), a union body, for more than thirty years. Its occupation and 
eventual desertion by this maritime organisation reflects the gradual decline in maritime 
activity in this area of The Rocks.   

 

4.3 Curtilage 
The study area boundaries define the minimum heritage curtilage applicable to the ES&A 
Chartered Bank. This area is bounded by George Street to the east and Nurses Walk to 
the west (see Figure 85).  
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Figure 85: Minimum heritage curtilage 
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5. Grading of Significance 
Grading reflects the contribution the element makes to overall significance of the item, and 
the degree to which the significance of the item would be diminished if the component 
were removed or altered.  The ES&A Chartered Bank has been assessed to determine a 
relative grading of significance into five levels.  This process examines a number of 
factors, including: 
 
 Degree of intactness  
 Relative age and authenticity (original, replaced) 
 Extent of subsequent alterations 
 Association with important people or events 
 Ability to demonstrate a rare quality, craft or construction process 

 
SHFA‟s standard five-grade system has been applied to assess individual contribution of 
each element to the overall significance of the ES&A Chartered Bank. This system is a 
planning tool, and assists in the development of a consistent approach to the treatment of 
different elements. The various grades of significance generate different requirements for 
retention and conservation of individual spaces and the various elements. The following 
grades of significance have been defined: 
 
EXCEPTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 
This includes fabric that makes the greatest direct contribution to the item‟s significance. 
This particularly refers to original (1885) fabric and spaces of particular historic and 
aesthetic value. 
 
HIGH SIGNIFICANCE 
This includes elements which make an important contribution to the significance of the 
item. This category also includes elements which were reconstructed as part of the 1974 
and 1999 conservation works carried out under the Sydney Cove Redevelopment 
Authority and the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Trust. 
 
MODERATE SIGNIFICANCE 
This includes building fabric that is supportive of the overall significance of the item and 
has some heritage value, but does not make an important or key contribution to that 
significance. Also included are elements which have been sympathetically introduced in 
order to allow the place to be used in a viable way. 
 
LITTLE SIGNIFICANCE 
This includes fabric which detracts from the heritage value of the item. These are 
components generally of neutral impact on the place‟s significance. 
 
Elements assessed as being of Little significance are generally not regarded as essential 
to the major aspects of significance of a place, often fulfilling a functional role. 
 
INTRUSIVE 
This includes fabric which adversely affects the significance of the complex, or fabric 
created without respect for the values of the building. Removal of elements of this category 
would directly increase the overall heritage value of the item.  
 
Elements identified as Intrusive can reduce or obscure the overall significance of the place. 
The preferred option is for their removal, conversion to a more compatible form, or 
replacement in a way which helps to retain the overall significance of the item. 
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This grading has been established as a tool to assist in developing appropriate 
conservation measures for the treatment of the ES&A Chartered Bank and its elements.  
Good conservation practice encourages the focussing on change or upgrading of historical 
buildings to those areas or components which make a lesser contribution to significance.  
The areas or components that make a greater or defining contribution to significance 
should generally be left intact or changed with the greatest care and respect. 

5.1 Grading of Significant Elements and Spaces 

Key to ranking of significance 
In the diagrams below, levels of significance are indicated according to the accompanying 
key. 
 

 
Figure 86: Ranking of significance, east elevation (not to scale) 

 
Figure 87: Ranking of significance, west elevation (not to scale) 
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Figure 88: Ranking of significance, north elevation (not to scale) 

 
Figure 89: Ranking of significance, basement plan (not to scale) 
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Figure 90: Ranking of significance, ground floor plan (not to scale) 
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Figure 91: Ranking of significance, first floor plan (not to scale) 
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Figure 92: Ranking of significance, second floor plan (not to scale) 
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Figure 93: Ranking of significance, roof plan (not to scale) 
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5.2 Schedule of Significant Elements 
The fabric identified in section 3.2 is summaried below and graded in accordance with their 
level of significance to the place. 
 
The terms used to denote the age of the fabric in the are defined below: 
 
Period  Definition 

Original fabric Original fabric built in 1885  

Early introduced fabric Early fabric introduced during the 1938 modifications to the building 

Reconstructed fabric Original fabric reconstructed as part of the 1974 or 1999 conservation 
works. 

Modern fabric Modern fabric introduced to the building during the 1974 or 1999 
conservation works. 

 
 
Schedule Significant Elements  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – EXTERIOR 

Element Significance Comment 

Roofing   

Corrugated iron Exceptional Original fabric 

Tongue and groove boarded infill Exceptional Original fabric 

Chimneys Exceptional Original 

Slate cladding with lead ridge and 
flashings 

High Reconstructed fabric 

Box gutter High? Reconstructed fabric 

Scotia cornice High? Reconstructed fabric 

Downpipes and rainwater heads Moderate Modern fabric, sympathetic but not 
reconstruction of original  

Tongue and groove boarded infill Little Modern fabric 

Walls   

Dressed ashlar Exceptional Original fabric with some stone 
replacement 

Stone parapet Exceptional Original fabric 

Carved fleuron Exceptional Original fabric 

Projecting string course Exceptional Original fabric with some stone 
replacement 

Lion & leaf motif string course Exceptional Original fabric 

Sawn stone coping Exceptional Original fabric with some stone 
replacement 

Face brickwork Exceptional Original fabric 

Evidence of limewash Exceptional Evidence of original finish 

Face brickwork Moderate Early (1938) introduced fabric 

Rendered masonry Little Modern fabric 

Face brickwork Little Modern fabric 

Rendered masonry parapet Little Modern fabric 
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Schedule Significant Elements  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – EXTERIOR 

Element Significance Comment 

Circular metal grill Little Modern fabric 

Window Openings   

Trefoil window Exceptional Original fabric 

Other gothic windows Exceptional Original fabric with some stone 
replacement 

Arcade of windows Exceptional Original fabric 

Pointed arch window with stone sill Exceptional Original fabric 

Casement windows Moderate Early (1938) introduced fabric 

Metal grill Little Modern fabric 

Door Openings   

Square opening with pointed lintel Exceptional Original fabric 

Pointed arch gateway with label mould Exceptional Original fabric 

Wrought iron gates Exceptional Original fabric 

4 ring brick pointed arch gateway Moderate Sympathetic modern fabric  

Floor   

Brick paving Little Modern fabric 

Metal grill Little Modern fabric 

Other   

Bluestone steps Exceptional Original fabric 

Stone Niches Exceptional Original fabric 

Carved sign “English Scottish and 
Australian Chartered Bank” 

Exceptional Original fabric 

Evidence of missing hardware Exceptional Evidence of original fabric or later 

Metal sign “A Restoration Project by the 
Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority” 

High Modern fabric but significant to the 
history and fabric of the place 

Glass and steel frame addition Little Modern fabric 

Bollards Little Modern fabric 

Signs in stone niches Little Modern fabric 

Sprinklers with hoods Little Modern fabric 

S structural tie bracket Little Modern fabric 

Water main and tap Little Modern fabric 

Timber boarded electricity box Little Modern fabric 

Sprinklers, drop lights, wiring for services, 
telecom box 

Little Modern fabric 

Hanging sign with metal bracket Intrusive Modern fabric that breaks up the front 
façade 
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Schedule of Significant Elements 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – INTERIOR 

Room No. Fabric Description Significance Comment 

Ceilings   

Front Dining Timber ceiling Exceptional Original fabric 

Front Dining Exposed timber 
beam 

Exceptional Original fabric 

Bar Hardboard Little Modern fabric 

Basement, Middle Dining, Stair, 
Kitchen, Wash Up, Cool room, 
Store, Front Function Room, Back 
Function Room, Bathrooms 

Plasterboard Little Modern fabric 

Back Dining, Upstairs Dining, 
Servery 

Perforated 
hardboard 

Little Modern fabric 

Back Dining Exposed steel frame Little Modern fabric 

Roof Deck Canvas awning Little Modern fabric 

Walls    

Bar Brickwork Exceptional Original fabric 
(excluding 
paintwork) 

Front Function Room Rendered masonry, 
painted 

Exceptional Original fabric  

Back Dining, Back Dining, 
Upstairs Dining, Back Function 
Room, Roof Deck 

Exposed steel and 
glass 

Little Modern fabric 

Basement Set plaster Little Modern fabric 

Back Dining, Stair, Back Dining, 
Upstairs Dining, Servery, Back 
Function Room 

Rendered masonry Little Modern fabric 

Basement Rendered masonry 
partitions 

Little Modern fabric 

Kitchen, Wash Up, Bathrooms Glazed tiles Little Modern fabric 

Cool room, Store Plasterboard Little Modern fabric 

Middle Dining Rendered masonry Intrusive Modern fabric 
covering original 
face brickwork 

Front Dining, Bar Set plaster Intrusive Modern fabric 
covering original 
face brickwork 

Front Dining, Bar, Front Function 
Room 

Wall openings Intrusive Modern opening 
intrusive to 
original 
configuration of 
the space 
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Schedule of Significant Elements 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – INTERIOR 

Room No. Fabric Description Significance Comment 

Skirtings    

Front Dining, Middle Dining, Back 
Function Room 

Heavily moulded 
timber 

Exceptional & 
High 

Original fabric 
(relocated) 

Front Function Room Timber quad Little Modern fabric 

Basement Tiles Little Modern fabric 

Back Dining, Back Dining, 
Upstairs Dining, Servery, Back 
Function Room 

Flat plastic Little Modern fabric 

Floors 

Front Function Room Baltic pine Exceptional Original fabric with 
modern patches 

Back Dining, Back Dining, 
Upstairs Dining, Servery 

Recycled hardwood Little Modern fabric 

Back Function Room Recycled oregon Little Modern fabric 

Front Dining, Middle Dining Mosaic tiles Moderate Modern fabric 

Outdoor Seating, Surgeon‟s Walk Brick paving Little Modern fabric 

Basement, Bar, Back Dining, 
Kitchen, Wash Up, Cool room, 
Store, Back Function Room, 
Bathrooms, Roof Deck 

Tiles: Encaustic, 
travertine, stone etc. 

Little Modern fabric 

Doors    

G01 Leaf: pair framed, 
braced sheeted 
doors 

Exceptional Original fabric with 
brass covering 
removed 

G01 Frame: solid timber  Exceptional and 
Little 

Original fabric, 
modified 

G01 Hardware: brass pull 
handles 

Exceptional Original fabric 

G02 Leaf: Iron vault door Exceptional Original fabric  

G02 Architrave: 
chamfered timber 

Exceptional Original fabric  

G03 Leaf: vertical beaded 
flush door  

Little Modern fabric 

G04, 102, 103, 206 Leaf: frameless 
glass 

Little Modern fabric 

B01, B03, B04, B05, B06, B07, 
B08, B09, B10, B11, 202, 205 

Leaf: flush door Little Modern fabric 

B12, B13, B14, B15, 203, 204 Leaf: flush door of 
Corian® 

Little Modern fabric 

201 Leaf: flush door with 
obscure glass inset 

Little Modern fabric 

B02, 101 Leaf: Sliding cool 
room door 

Little Modern fabric 
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Schedule of Significant Elements 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – INTERIOR 

Room No. Fabric Description Significance Comment 

G05, G06 Leaf: fire door Little Modern fabric 

G04, 102, 103, 206 Frame: exposed 
steel 

Little Modern fabric 

B01, B03, B04, B05, B06, B07, 
B08, B09, B10, B11, 202, 205, 
206 

Hardware: metal 
lever, lock, push and 
kick plate, pull 
handles etc. 

Little Modern fabric 

Windows    

G01, 102, 101 Face stone reveal, 
moulded mullions 

Exceptional Original fabric 

G02, 103 Chamfered stone 
reveal 

Exceptional Original fabric 

201, 202, 203, 204, 205 Timber paneled stop 
chamfered reveals 

Exceptional Original fabric 

G01, 102, 101 Lead lighting and 
quatrefoil 

High Reconstructed 
fabric (or very 
close too) 

G02, 103, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205 Sash: double hung High Reconstructed 
fabric 

G02, 103, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205 Frame: box frame High Reconstructed 
fabric 

201, 202, 203, 204, 205 Sill: Heavily beaded 
timber moulds 

High Reconstructed 
fabric 

104, 206 Sash: obscure glass, 
casement 

Little Modern fabric 

G03 Sash: double hung 
glass 

Little Modern fabric 

G04 Sash: frameless 
glass 

Little Modern fabric 

108, 207, 212 Sash: fixed Little Modern fabric 

104, 206 Frame: solid timber Little Modern fabric 

G01, 102 Frame: timber rebate Little Modern fabric 

G03, G04 Frame: exposed 
steel 

Little Modern fabric 

G01, 102, 207, 212 Frame: timber, gap 
detailing 

Little Modern fabric 

104, 206 Hardware: stainless 
steel stays and latch 

Little Modern fabric 

G02, 103, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205 Hardware: ring sash 
lifts, sash fasteners, 
porcelain knobs etc. 

Little Modern fabric 
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Schedule of Significant Elements 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – INTERIOR 

Room No. Fabric Description Significance Comment 

Staircases    

Basement Masonry with tile 
covering 

Little Modern fabric 

Stair Masonry with 
recycled hardwood 

Little Modern fabric 

Fireplaces    

Front Function Room Stone outer hearth Exceptional Original fabric 

Front Function Room Marble chimney 
piece 

Little Modern fabric 

Front Function Room Integral gas fire and 
front plate 

Little Modern fabric 

Other    

Front Dining Remnant of chimney 
breast 

Exceptional Original fabric 

Front Function Room Timber mounter 
block for gas light 

Exceptional Original fabric 

Front Dining, Front Function Room Reproduction 
gasoliers 

High Reconstructed 
fabric 

Front Function Room Folding panel doors Little Modern fabric 

Back Dining, Stair, Front Function 
Room 

Mural Little Modern paint 
finish 

Front Function Room Timber chair rail Little Modern fabric 

Front Function Room Projector and screen Little Modern fabric 

Basement, Middle Dining, Back 
Dining, Back Function Room 

Sprinklers, 
downlights, services, 
fire hydrant, etc. 

Little Modern fabric 

Back Function Room Access hatch Little Modern fabric 

Outdoor Seating, Surgeon‟s Walk Lights on suspended 
wire 

Little Modern fabric 

Outdoor Seating, Surgeon‟s Walk English plane tree Little Modern planting in 
rear lane  

Basement, Front Dining, Middle 
Dining, Back Dining, Upstairs 
Dining, Servery, Kitchen, Wash 
Up, Cool room, Store, Back 
Function Room 

Restaurant, 
Corian®, stainless 
steel, bar office, cool 
room etc. fitouts 

Little Modern fabric 

Store Sliding metal gate Little Modern fabric 

Front Dining Steel and glass 
vestibule screen 

Intrusive Modern fabric 
intrusive to the 
former bank 
chamber space 
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5.3 Archaeological Significance 
As discussed above, the ES&A Chartered Bank is one of several sites in The Rocks that 
have the potential to increase the understanding of life in Sydney from the early 19th 
century to the present. 
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6. Constraints and Opportunities 
This section outlines major issues for the conservation of the site. It takes into 
consideration matters arising from the statement of significance and procedural constraints 
imposed by cultural conservation methodology, such as that of the Australia ICOMOS 
Burra Charter, and identifies all statutory and non-statutory listings that apply for the site 
and describes constraints and opportunities arising from these listings. 

6.1 Issues Arising from Physical Condition of the Place 
The ES&A Chartered Bank was the subject of substantial conservation and other works in 
1974 and 1999. The interior of building continues to be well looked after but the physical 
condition of the exterior appears to be in poor condition. Maintenance work to the east, 
north and south facades are urgently needed to prevent possible structural problems and 
further deterioration of the original stonework. Refer to the schedule of On-going 
maintenance and schedule of conservation works in chapter 8 of this report. 
 
In spite of the above, no issues raised in the course of investigation for this report are 
believed to be of such severity as to limit the occupation and use of the buildings, or to 
affect decisions about the conservation of the building. 

6.2 Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 
The Rocks area is managed by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority, constituted on 1 
February 1999 under the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Act 1998. 
 
The primary functions of the Foreshore Authority, stated in its Act, are to: 
 Protect and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the foreshore area; 
 Promote, co-ordinate, manage, undertake and secure the orderly and economic 

development and use of the foreshore area, including the provision of infrastructure; 
 Promote, co-ordinate, organise, manage, undertake, secure, provide and conduct 

cultural, educational, commercial, tourist, recreational, entertainment and transport 
activities and facilities. 

 
In recognition of the importance of heritage conservation in the area, The Rocks Heritage 
Management Plan (adopted in February 2002) has been prepared to provide a basis for 
understanding and conserving the heritage value of The Rocks and to assist in preparing 
individual Conservation Management Plans for heritage buildings within The Rocks. 
 

6.2.1 Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority’s Vision and Charter 

Vision 
To demonstrate vision and leadership in creating quality environments that are enriching, 
diverse, accessible and sustainable by continually improving Sydney‟s significant 
waterfront precincts, balancing visitor, community and commercial expectations. 

Charter 
The Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority‟s Charter committed the Authority to: 
 
1. Add value by redevelopment of surplus government land through a highly skilled 
organisation that creates new city precincts on the harbour; 
2. Capitalise on the economic and cultural worth of foreshore precincts, notably The 
Rocks, Circular Quay, Darling Harbour, as core attractions for both visitors and 
Sydneysiders; 
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3. Balance economic return, vibrancy and diversity of harbour foreshores, including the 
working waterfront; 
4. Deliver excellence in its role as place manager for Sydney‟s premier harbour sites; 
5. As custodian, ensure preservation and interpretation of natural and cultural heritage 
around the foreshores, promoting a sense of community ownership; 
6. Facilitate the opening up of foreshore areas to the public, balancing protection with 
active use while improving and extending waterfront public domain. 
 
The ES&A Chartered Bank is located within The Rocks area, on land which is owned by 
the NSW State Government and vested in the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority. In 
The Rocks area, the Authority is responsible for the maintenance, restoration, and 
presentation to the public of 94 buildings on the State Heritage Register. The Authority 
aims to ensure the economic development of the area by leasing properties to commercial 
operators, taking care to achieve a balance between responsible heritage management of 
its assets while allowing certain changes to take place in order to ensure the ongoing 
viability of the commercial operators who tenant the building. 
 
Management of heritage items by state government agencies is legislated under Section 
170a of the Heritage Act 1977, which requires all heritage items which are under a state 
government agency‟s care, control, or management to be maintained with due diligence in 
accordance with State Owned Heritage Management Principles. These Principles contain 
guidelines for the management of heritage assets, and form part of the NSW State 
Government policy for Total Asset Management, which requires agencies to take an 
integrated approach to their heritage asset management. The Principles call for asset 
management to be conducted according to a five-stage process which is also used in Total 
Asset Management: identify, plan, implement, manage, monitor / report. This report is part 
of the planning stage in the ongoing asset management of the ES&A Chartered Bank. 

6.2.2 Asset Owner’s Requirements  
For the foreseeable future, it is expected that the ES&A Chartered Bank will continue to 
operate as a tenanted property for restaurant use. In an ideal scenario, the income 
generated from these tenancies will meet the costs of the conservation and ongoing 
maintenance of the building. 

6.3 Heritage Management Framework 
In 2009, the NSW Government announced amendments to the State's planning portfolio 
effective from 1 May 2009. These amendments require development applications (DAs), 
previously assessed by the Authority, to be assessed by the Council of the City of Sydney 
or Department of Planning. 
 
It is essential that the Foreshore Authority and the relevant Consent Authority are 
consulted in order to determine any approvals that may be required for the execution of 
any works.  Approvals for works may be required under both the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act and the Heritage Act. All statutory applications require the signature 
and consent of the landowner to enable lodgment, as such all applications should be 
forwarded to the Foreshore Authority for endorsement prior to submission with the 
Department of Planning. Further information about the granting of landowner‟s consent 
can be sourced from the Foreshore Authority‟s internet page.  

6.3.1 New South Wales Heritage Act 

Architectural Works 
The ES&A Chartered Bank is listed in the NSW State Heritage Register, under SHR No. 
01544. This listing recognises the site as being of State significance and provides statutory 
protection under the NSW Heritage Act (1977). 
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Under Section 57(1) of the Heritage Act, Heritage Council approval is required for a wide 
range of works to a SHR item. Unless an item constitutes a danger to its occupants or the 
public, demolition of a SHR item is prohibited under the Heritage Act. An element of a SHR 
item may only be demolished if it does not contribute to the significance of the item. 
 
To gain approval for any of the above works, an application must be made to the Heritage 
Council (Section 60 application). The Foreshore Authority can determine Section 60 
applications for minor works which do not materially affect the significance of the item 
under delegation.  The Foreshore Authority can advise applicants whether applications can 
be assessed under delegation, or whether they need to be approved by the Heritage 
Council.  Section 60 application forms are available from the NSW Heritage Office, or from 
the Foreshore Authority. 

Archaeological Management 
Under Section 57(1) of the Heritage Act Heritage Council approval is required to move, 
damage, or destroy a relic listed in the State Heritage Register, or to excavate or disturb 
land which is listed on the SHR and there is reasonable knowledge or likelihood of relics 
being disturbed.  The Act defines a „relic‟ as: 
 
Any deposit, object or material evidence 
 
(a) which relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, not being 
an Aboriginal settlement, and 
 
(b) which is 50 or more years old. 
 
A Section 60 application is required to disturb relics on an SHR listed site. The delegation 
to the Foreshore Authority to approve minor Section 60 applications extends to 
archaeological works. 

Standard Exemptions for works to State Heritage Register listed items 
Under Section 57(2) of the Heritage Act, the Minister may make exemptions from approval 
otherwise required under Section 57(1) for works to State Heritage Register items.  Such 
exemptions are intended to streamline the approvals process.  There are two types of 
exemptions: 
 
 Standard exemptions: apply to all State Heritage Register items and cover 

maintenance and repair and minor alterations. 
 Site specific exemptions: apply only to an individual State Heritage Register item. 

 
If proposed works are covered by a standard exemption, an Exemption Notification Form 
(not a Section 60 application) must be completed, with sufficient detail provided to 
determine whether the proposed works meet the standard exemption guidelines.  The 
Foreshore Authority has delegation from the Heritage Council to approve standard 
exemption applications, and forms are available from the Authority. 
 
Applicants should confirm with the Foreshore Authority whether proposed works fall within 
the Standard Exemptions, and what documentation will be required. 
 
Site specific exemptions relate to the particular requirements of an individual State 
Heritage Register item, and can only be for works which have no potential to materially 
affect the significance of the item.  Site specific exemptions are only applicable if the works 
to which they refer are identified as exempt development in a CMP endorsed by the 
Heritage Council, or in a Conservation Management Strategy endorsed under delegation 
by the Executive Director of the Tenant and Asset Management Services, Sydney Harbour 
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Foreshore Authority.  CMP endorsement by the Heritage Council is normally required only 
for particularly complex or exceptionally significant sites.  Currently, there are no site-
specific exemptions for the ES&A Chartered Bank. 

Minimum Standards of Maintenance and Repair 
Section 118 of the Heritage Act provides for the regulation of minimum standards for the 
maintenance and repair of State Heritage Register items. These standards were regulated 
in 1999 and apply to all State Heritage Register items. The minimum standards cover the 
following areas: 
 
 Weatherproofing 
 Fire protection 
 Security 
 Essential maintenance 

 
An inspection to ensure that the item is being managed in accordance with the minimum 
standards must be conducted at least once every year (or at least once every 3 years for 
essential maintenance and repair standards). Failure to meet the minimum standards may 
result in an order from the Heritage Council to do or refrain from doing any works 
necessary to ensure the standards are met.  Failure to comply with an order can result in 
the resumption of land, a prohibition on development, or fines and imprisonment. 

6.3.2 NSW Government Total Asset Management Guidelines 
The Total Asset Management (TAM) Manual prepared by NSW Government‟s Asset 
Management Committee requires that: “Sustainable management of heritage values 
should be treated by an agency as part of its core business”.  Similarly, TAM Guidelines for 
Government Agencies prepared by NSW Treasury require “planning use of heritage assets 
to maximise their service delivery while protecting their cultural values”. 
 
While protection of built heritage in The Rocks area is part of the core business of the 
Foreshore Authority, these TAM Guidelines can be interpreted to indicate that the retention 
of heritage value overrides the financial feasibility of the ongoing reuse of items.  The 
cultural importance of The Rocks is widely recognised as paramount, and in any eventual 
situation where retention of heritage significance could collide with the financial feasibility 
of the project, the importance of retention of the heritage significance shall be given a 
priority. 

6.4 Environmental Planning Instruments (EPIs)  
There are three main EPIs under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
that are applicable to The Rocks:  

A. State Environmental Planning Policy (Major Projects) 2005   
Under SEPP (Major Projects) 2005, Part 3A of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act applies to development valued at over $5 Million within the specified 
Sydney Harbour Foreshore sites (including The Rocks).  Part 4 of the Act applies to 
development valued under $5 million. 
 
The Minister is the consent authority for development in Foreshore Authority sites under 
both Part 3A and Part 4 of the Act.  The Foreshore Authority‟s Planning Assessment Team 
receives and processes development applications under Parts 3A and 4 of the Act. 
 
The authority to determine applications under Part 4 of the Act (development under $5 
million) has been delegated from the Minister to the Foreshore Authority‟s Planning 
Assessment Manager.  The Minister remains the consent authority for applications under 
Part 3A of the Act (development over $5 million).  
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B. Sydney Regional Environmental Plan (Sydney Harbour Catchment) 2005 
The Rocks is included in the 'Foreshores and Waterways Area' defined in the SREP, and 
as such any development must be considered in terms of the criteria set out in clauses 21 
to 27 of the SREP.  The SREP does not identify any heritage items within The Rocks, 
however it does identify the Sydney Harbour Bridge and the Circular Quay Ferry Wharves 
as heritage items and any development within their vicinity needs to be considered in 
terms of impacts on these items, including views to the items.  Draft Amendment 1 to the 
SREP also identifies a „Buffer Zone‟ for development in the vicinity of the Sydney Opera 
House, which covers a majority of The Rocks area, and any impacts on views to the Opera 
House are to be taken into consideration.  
 
The SREP also requires the consideration of potential to impact on archaeological or 
potential archaeological relics.   
 
The Rocks is also included as a „Strategic Foreshore site‟ on Sheet 1 of the SREP, for 
which a Master Plan (deemed DCP) is required.  However this only applies to the City 
Foreshores area if the Minister directs, and as yet there has been no such direction.  
 
The DCP that exists under the SREP is also relevant to development in The Rocks.  Its 
primary focus is on ecological and landscape character areas, and built form design 
guidelines for development very close to the water‟s edge.  The only relevant landscape 
character area in The Rocks is Dawes Point.  

C. Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority (SCRA) Scheme 
The Rocks is covered by the SCRA Scheme which has the status of an EPI under 
Schedule 6 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979.  The SCRA Scheme 
comprises a series of Building Site Control Drawings which provide for the maximum 
height of buildings on any particular site, and which also specify permissible uses for a 
particular site or precinct.   

6.5 Non-statutory listings and Community Groups 

6.5.1 National Trust of Australia (NSW) 
The ES&A Chartered Bank has been classified by the National Trust of Australia (NSW). 
 
Listing on the Register of the National Trust carries no statutory implications. The Trust‟s 
opinions however, are usually sought when major proposals are being formulated in 
heritage precincts or in relation to heritage buildings. 

6.5.2 Australian Heritage Commission –Register of the National Estate 
The ES&A Chartered Bank has been classified by the Australian heritage Commission and 
listed in the Register of the National Estate. 
 
Listing on the Register of the National Estate carries no statutory implications for items not 
owned by the Commonwealth Government, however, it is indicative of the high cultural 
values of the place. 
 

6.6 Building Regulations 
The Building Code of Australia (BCA) is concerned with establishing uniform building 
regulations across Australia. The BCA is implemented in NSW through the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 
The main provisions of the BCA concern structural requirements, fire resistance, access 
and egress (including provisions for people with disabilities), services and equipment and 
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health and amenities. Generally, minimum standards are required to be reached in building 
works.  
 
An assessment of compliance of the complex with the BCA has not been carried out for 
this report. It is appreciated however that any DA/CC application will need to comply, or be 
deemed to comply with the BCA. 
 
In general, when considering the BCA in heritage buildings, proposals must ensure that 
significant fabric and spatial qualities are not compromised while full BCA compliance is 
achieved and public safety is assured. 

6.7 Application of The Burra Charter 
The Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 1999,6, known as The Burra Charter, is widely 
accepted in Australia as the underlying methodology by which all works to places identified 
as having national, state and regional significance are undertaken. 
 
Because the ES&A Chartered Bank is of demonstrated cultural significance, procedures 
for managing changes and activities at the complex should be in accordance with the 
recognised conservation methodology of the Burra Charter. 

Principles of the Burra Charter 
In dealing with the built fabric, the conservation principles of The Burra Charter should be 
adopted.  The relevant principles are established in the Articles of The Burra Charter as 
follows: 

Cautious Approach (Article 3) 
All conservation work should be based on a respect for the original fabric, should involve 
the minimum interference to the existing fabric and should not distort the evidence 
provided by the fabric. 

Location (Article 9) 
A building or work should remain in its historical location. 

Contents (Article 10) 
Contents, fixtures and objects contributing to the cultural significance of a place should be 
retained at that place. 

Change (Article 15) 
The contribution of all periods to the place must be respected, unless what is removed is of 
slight cultural significance and the fabric which is to be revealed is of much greater cultural 
significance. 
 
Removed significant fabric should be reinstated when circumstances permit. 

Adaptation (Article 21) 
Adaptation is acceptable where it does not substantially detract from the cultural 
significance of the place and involves the minimal change to significant fabric. 

New Work (Article 22) 
New work may be acceptable where it does not distort or obscure the significance of a 
place. 
 
New work should be readily identifiable as such on close inspection. 

                                                
6 The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter for the Conservation of Places of Cultural Significance 1999. 
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Use and Conserving Use (Article 7 and Article 23) 
Where the use of a place is of cultural significance it should be retained and a place should 
have a compatible use. 
 
Modifying or reinstating a significant use may be appropriate and a preferred form of 
conservation. 

Managing Change (Article 27) 
Existing fabric, use, associations and meaning should be recorded before disturbance 
occurs. 

Disturbance of Fabric (Article 28) 
Minimal disturbance of fabric may occur in order to provide evidence needed for the 
making of decisions on the conservation of the place. 

Responsibility for Decisions (Article 29) 
The decision-making procedure and individuals responsible for policy decisions should be 
identified. 

Direction, Supervision and Implementation (Article 30) 
Appropriate direction and supervision should be maintained at all stages of the work. 

Records (Article 32) 
A record should be kept of new evidence and future decisions and made publicly available. 

Removed Fabric (Article 33) 
Removed significant fabric should be catalogued and protected in accordance with its 
cultural significance.  Where possible it should be stored on site. 
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7. Conservation Policies 
Conservation can be regarded as the management of change. It seeks to safeguard that 
which is significant to an item within a process of change and development.  It is essential 
to establish criteria, policies and recommendations of the conservation, and on-going use 
of the item to ensure best practice heritage management.  Within this framework owners 
and managers of the item will be able to formulate suitable proposals, and planning 
authorities will be able to assess those proposals against the site-specific criteria. 
 
The conservation policies are intended to assist in the ongoing use, maintenance and 
conservation of the site. These policies are intended to manage change, rather than 
prohibit it. Each policy is supported by a series of guidelines which will ensure that future 
decisions are made in an informed manner, ensuring the significance of the place.   

7.1 Current and Potential Future Use 

Background 
Built originally for the George Street north premises of the ES&A Chartered Bank, the 
building has had a relatively small number of new uses since the bank vacated the 
premises in the 1938. It was used as the Sydney office for the Australian Institute of 
Marine & Power Engineers (AIMPE) until 1971, after which it was conserved and 
remodelled by the Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority (SCRA) for restaurant use.  
Remodelling and conservation works were also carried out in 1999, but there was no 
change to the restaurant use. 
 
The current use as a restaurant is suitable, however, given the long-term use of the ES&A 
Chartered Bank as a commercial bank then an office prior its transformation into a 
restaurant, the re-instatement of an office tenancy is considered also appropriate for the 
building. The re-establishment of a residential use to the upper storeys, incorporating the 
front room on the second floor (Front Function Room), would also be appropriate, after 
which commercial office use.  
 
Public access into the former Banking Chamber (Front Dining) and through the covered 
passageway is part of the historic use of the building and original configuration of the site. 
Continued public access to these areas is historically significant and should be maintained 
in any future use. 
 
Generally, uses that involve minimum change to the significant fabric and respect the 
associations and meanings embodied in the place, and which can take advantage of the 
spatial character of the place (defined in the Burra Charter as „compatible uses‟) are 
preferable. 
 
The main criterion for selection of appropriate uses is the ability of the use to occupy the 
former bank with minimal impact on the original fabric and configuration of the spaces.  

Policy 1 
The ES&A Chartered Bank should continue to be used for restaurant use. The re-
introduction of an office use is also appropriate. 
 

Policy 2 
Any uses introduced with new tenancy arrangements should have a minimum 
impact on the significant fabric of the building. 
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Policy 3 
The re-introduction of a residential use of the upper storeys may potentially be 
appropriate if carried out in accordance with the remainder of these policies. 

Guidelines to Policies 1 to 3 

 Future uses should ensure continued public access into the former Banking Chamber 
(Front Dining) and thoroughfare through the covered passageway of Surgeons Walk. 

 The front door should be retained as the principle entry into the building 
 The adaptive re-use of the place is acceptable, with compatible new uses selected that 

utilise the original character or permit a creative and response to the fundamental 
architectural, functional and spatial characteristics of the place. 

 The Foreshore Authority shall ensure that any new uses selected for the existing 
building shall adopt the principle of "loose fit", where the new use is adjusted as 
necessary to work within the available spatial and architectural configuration. 

 Adaptation of the place‟s interiors should ensure that the significant fabric and spatial 
features are retained and interpreted as far as possible. 

 The detailed requirements of the new uses should not generate undue changes to the 
existing fabric that cannot be reversed in the long term, and should respect and work 
within the existing architectural framework. 

 The introduction of new services and associated fittings as part of approved re-use 
programs should be carried out with the minimum of disruption to the fabric and 
spaces. 

 Uses which require an unacceptable degree of intervention for upgrading to ordinance 
compliance should be avoided. 

 Future uses should be compatible with the nature and significance of the building 
components and should enable the ES&A Chartered Bank to remain a vital and 
important component of The Rocks precinct. 

 The use of the building should not obscure or confuse the significance and significant 
fabric of the building. For example, internal fitouts should not block fireplaces or 
windows from view.  

7.2 Asset Management 

7.2.1 Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority responsibilities 

Background 
The ES&A Chartered Bank, as part of The Rocks, is owned by the Crown and vested in 
the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority (the Foreshore Authority). The Foreshore 
Authority has overall responsibility for the management of the place. Additional 
responsibilities derived from the NSW TAMS Guidelines are also recognised. 

Policy 4 
Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority shall retain management of the ES&A 
Chartered Bank as a single entity within the overall context of The Rocks precinct. 

Guidelines to Policy 4 

 Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority should implement a management structure that 
integrates development and conservation work with the overall management of the 
ES&A Chartered Bank. 

 The Foreshore Authority should make this Conservation Management Plan a publicly 
accessible document. 

 The Foreshore Authority should ensure that this document and any subsequent 
recording and investigations are achieved in such a manner that provides an accurate 
record of the changes to the significant fabric of the ES&A Chartered Bank. 
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 The intention, aims and policies of this CMP shall be disseminated through, and 
implemented by, relevant key staff of the Foreshore Authority. 

 The Foreshore Authority shall adequately assess the impact of proposed modifications 
to significant fabric, prior to the granting of owner's consent. 

 All recording, when required, should be undertaken and archived in accordance with 
the recording guidelines prepared by the NSW Heritage Office. 

 A program of regular monitoring should be established, covering both the physical 
changes within the ES&A Chartered Bank and visitor experience issues, and be 
incorporated, where relevant, into management decisions. 

 The Foreshore Authority should investigate mechanisms which give it better control of 
the design, documentation and implementation of work to heritage buildings.  One 
option, which should be investigated, is that all such activities be undertaken directly by 
the Foreshore Authority and paid for by the tenant. 

7.2.2 Total Asset Management Plans and CMPs 

Background 
This CMP will be one of documents used by the asset owners, managers and tenants for 
management and maintenance of the ES&A Chartered Bank and needs to be fully 
compatible with other relevant documents addressing the same property, including any 
current Maintenance Plans and Total Asset Management (TAM) Plans.  All the relevant 
asset management documents were included in the preparation of this CMP. 

Policy 5 
This Conservation Management Plan should be used to provide feedback to all 
future Management Plans for the same property. 

Guidelines to Policy 5 

 The Authority should include findings of this CMP into the Foreshore Authority‟s asset 
management systems and plans, particularly TAM Plans and Maintenance Plans for 
the ES&A Chartered Bank. 

7.2.3 Adoption, Endorsement and Review of the CMP7 

Background 
The Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for the ES&A Chartered Bank proposes a 
framework for the management of heritage issues in relation to upgrading and adaptive re-
use projects and, into the long term, to ensure that the identified significance of the 
complex is retained and maintained. 
 
Circumstances will change over the years as various recommendations are implemented 
and new use requirements emerge.  Conservation Policies need to progressively respond 
to changing situations if they are to remain relevant. 

Policy 6 
This Conservation Management Plan should be adopted as the basis for the future 
management of the site.  Conservation Policies should be reviewed every five to ten 
years. 

Guidelines to Policy 6 

 Reviews of the CMP should be based on The Burra Charter and other guidelines by 
the NSW Heritage Branch. 

                                                
7 Adoption (the Foreshore Authority), Endorsement (NSW Heritage Council) and Review (the 
Foreshore Authority) 
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 Reviews should also take into account any other relevant legislation, planning 
frameworks, appropriate literature and widely recognised conservation practices and 
procedures. 

 Reviews should be undertaken by experienced conservation practitioners in 
conjunction with relevant ownership and management representatives. 

 Irrespective of the requirement to review the document every 5 years, the CMP should 
remain as a valid basis for on-going heritage management until such reviews are 
completed. 

7.2.4 Approvals’ Process and Landowners Consent 

Background 
As the Foreshore Authority is the owner of land and buildings in The Rocks, the consent of 
the Authority is required prior to lodging an application for works. This part of the process 
is separate from approving the works, and the landowners consent to lodge an application 
does not present the approval to actually undertake the works. 
 

Policy 7 
Prior to the lodgement of applications and the commencement of works the 
proponent should liaise with the Foreshore Authority’s heritage architect and obtain 
the consent of the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority as landowner.   

Guidelines to Policy 7 

 Prior to granting owner‟s consent to a proposal, the Foreshore Authority should, in its 
capacity as land owner and manager, be satisfied that there are no adverse heritage 
impacts associated with the proposal.   

 Where necessary, a Heritage Impact Assessment and adequate documentation of the 
proposed works should be required to assist in the assessment of owner‟s consent 
applications. 

 The relevant forms for development applications, Section 60 applications and Standard 
Exemption applications should be obtained from the Foreshore Authority. 

7.2.5 Tenancy 

Background 
To prevent the gradual loss of cultural significance through incremental change, a 
mechanism for controlling any modifications undertaken by tenants to the significant fabric 
needs to be established. 

Policy 8 
All tenants of the building should be made aware of the cultural significance of the 
item. Tenancies should only be selected and approved by the Foreshore Authority 
on the basis that the proposed or future uses are compatible with the significance of 
the item and the sensitive fabric and spaces, and that the required changes to the 
item can be installed and removed without impact. 

Guidelines to Policy 8 

 Tenants shall adopt the guidelines of this CMP in their planning and design.   
 Tenants should be aware of Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority policies. The 

Authority should endeavour to inform tenants of any updated or amended policies. 
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7.3 Management of Significance 

7.3.1 Retention of Significance 

Background 
The statement of significance formulated in Section 4 identifies the meanings and 
associations embodied in the fabric and spaces of the ES&A Chartered Bank. Section 5 
identifies particular levels of significance for each element of the building. The overall 
significance of the place in its context should be considered even when carrying out works 
which affect only the recent fabric. 
 

Policy 9 
The statement of significance should be adopted as the basis for heritage 
management.  All decisions should consider and seek to retain the values identified 
in the Statement of Significance. 

Guidelines to Policy 9 

 External alterations or additions to the east, north and south elevations should not 
occur. 

 Internal alterations to the spatial configuration of the former Banking Chamber, Strong 
Room and Manager‟s Office (Front Dining, Middle Dining and Bar) must be avoided. 

 The significant aspects of the architectural character of the ES&A Chartered Bank 
should be retained and conserved. 

 The conservation, adaptation and maintenance of the ES&A Chartered Bank should be 
approached with the general principle of changing “as much as necessary but as little 
as possible”. 

 Structural alteration to the building components, which impact on the integrity or 
significance of the ES&A Chartered Bank, should not occur. 

 It should be endeavoured to retain all fabric identified as original and reconstructed 
fabric in the fabric survey, Section 3. 

7.3.2 Appropriate Conservation Skills and Experience 

Background 
The Burra Charter encourages the use of skilled and appropriate professional direction 
and supervision from a range of disciplines for conservation activities. 
 
The skills and experience required and creative approaches taken in the context of a 
conservation project are quite different to those applied to the design and construction of 
new buildings. 

Policy 10 
Appropriate conservation skills and experience should be employed for 
documentation and supervision within project teams to deal with any programs of 
conservation and upgrading of the building components of the ES&A Chartered 
Bank. 

Guidelines to Policy 10 

 Appropriate professional skills and experience assembled to work on the detailed 
conservation of the building could include, as appropriate, researchers, archaeologists, 
conservation architects, structural engineers, building code compliance advisers, 
materials conservation specialists and cost planners. 

 Building contractors, project managers and trades personnel who are experienced with 
working on historic buildings should be selected to work on the project. 
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7.3.3 Conservation of Significant Fabric 

Background 
One of the key objectives of contemporary conservation practice is that as much as 
possible of the significant original fabric of the building or place should be retained and 
conserved in order to preserve the essential integrity of the heritage resource for future 
generations.  While any conservation activity will affect the building in some way, the aim, 
consistent with responsible re-use or management aims, should be to minimise the work 
necessary.  In this way the authenticity of the item will be retained as far as possible within 
a process of evolutionary changes and good maintenance practice.  
 
Article 3 of The Burra Charter indicates that conservation is based on a respect for the 
existing fabric of a place and should therefore involve the least possible physical 
intervention in order not to distort the evidence provided by the fabric. 
 
Much of the building fabric of the ES&A Chartered Bank both internally and externally east 
of the 1999 rear wing addition, is of exceptional and high significance and should be 
treated with great care.  
 
However, not all of the fabric is of such significance so as to warrant conservation as 
defined by the Burra Charter. In this case new, non-reconstructed fabric introduced during 
and since 1974, although significant in enabling the place to be viably used, is of little 
historic, aesthetic, social or scientific value, and could be changed or upgraded for any 
sensible reason, such as the occasional upgrade of the internal fitouts. 
 

Policy 11 
Extant original fabric, as well reconstructed fabric, should be retained and 
conserved. 
 

Policy 12 
The fabric should be treated in terms of its level of significance as identified in 
Section 5, and in accordance with the following objectives: 
 

Exceptional 
Significance 

Retain all fabric identified as exceptionally significant except 
in extraordinary circumstances. A very cautious approach 
should be taken to all decisions regarding exceptionally 
significant fabric and spaces. 

High 
Significance 

Aim to retain all fabric. If adaptation is necessary for the 
continued use of the place, minimise changes, removal and 
obscuring of significant fabric and give preference to changes 
which are reversible. 

Moderate 
Significance 

Aim to retain most of the fabric. If adaptation is necessary, 
more changes can be made than would be possible for fabric 
of high significance but the same principles apply. 

Little 
Significance 

Fabric of little significance may be retained or removed as 
required for the future use of the place, provided that its 
removal would cause no damage to more significant fabric. 

Intrusive 

 

Intrusive fabric should be removed or altered to reduce 
intrusion when the opportunity arises, whilst minimising 
damage to adjacent fabric of significance. 
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Guidelines to Policies 11 and 12 

 No work should alter or negatively impact on the elements of the external façades or 
internal fabric/space that have been identified as elements of High or Exceptional level 
of significance.  

 Aged building fabric, which is not likely to be causing on-going deterioration, should not 
be repaired for aesthetic reasons if by doing so the patina of age is diminished. 

 Where repairs or alterations are required, new material should closely match original, 
reconstructed or adjacent materials.  

 All structural elements should be retained as existing, with appropriate maintenance.  
No structural members should be removed, other than to re-instate significant 
architectural elements.  

 Redundant but significant fittings and fixtures are to be retained on site in their existing 
location, such as the iron vault door to the former strong room (Bar) and timber 
mounter block for a gas light in the Front Function Room. 

 Intervention into any building fabric should respect the integrity if the extant material, 
be carefully controlled, and be limited to that required by the proposed works. 

 The conservation of particular materials requires due consideration and the expertise 
of appropriately experienced personnel. The NSW Heritage Office „Maintenance 
Series‟ provides general advice as to the cause, treatment and remediation of various 
traditional building materials. These publications can be sourced from the NSW 
Heritage Branch website. 

 

7.3.4 Conservation of Significant Spaces 

Background 
The history and significance of the ES&A Chartered Bank is characterised by the spatial 
configuration within the building, east of the 1999 rear wing addition. The partitioned 
spaces reflect the past use of the place as a bank, and additional openings should be 
discouraged. 

Policy 13 
The spatial qualities of the ES&A Chartered Bank contribute to its significance and 
interpretation and therefore should be conserved, as part of the on-going use, on-
going management of the building. 

Guidelines to Policy 13 

 The ground floor plan of the original part of the building, or similar too, should be re-
instated, i.e., the original openings or early introduced doorways between the former 
Banking Chamber, Strong Room and Manager‟s Office (Front Dining, Middle Dining 
and Bar), see Figure 94 overleaf. 

 Subdivision of the first and second floor internal spaces for the introduction of a 
compatible use should be undertaken in a secondary manner, using items such as 
partitions that can eventually be removed and to which do not impact on the existing 
significant finishes or details. 

 Subdivision of internal spaces for the re-establishment of the historical residential use 
of the upper stories should be carried out in consultation with an experienced heritage 
architect and may be of a more substantial, permanent nature then internal subdivision 
for compatible uses. 

 No additions are to be constructed in the open space occupied by the covered 
passageway and Surgeons Walk. 
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Figure 94: Record photographs of original and early openings between the former Bank 
Managers room and former Banking Chamber (left) and former Strong Room (right) during 
1999 development works.  
(Source: SHFA) 

7.3.5 Element Specific Policies 

Background 
In addition to general policies applicable to all areas of the site, a strategic direction for 
management of individual elements was considered appropriate to the level of significance 
of each element and the condition of fabric. This is developed in further detail in actions 
outlined in Chapter 8.   

Policy 14 

Built fabric and other site elements should be treated in accordance with the 
Element Specific Conservation Policies presented in the Table in Section 7.3.5 of 
this CMP. 

Guidelines to Policy 14 

 The following schedule contains conservation policy statements for specific individual 
elements of the ES&A Chartered Bank.  

 
Schedule Significant Elements  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – EXTERIOR 

Element Significance Policy 

Roofing   

Corrugated iron Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Tongue and groove boarded infill Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Chimneys Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Slate cladding with lead ridge and 
flashings 

High Reconstructed fabric, retain and 
conserve 

Box gutter High Reconstructed fabric, retain and 
conserve 

Scotia cornice High Reconstructed fabric, retain and 
conserve 
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Schedule Significant Elements  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – EXTERIOR 

Element Significance Policy 

Downpipes and rainwater heads Moderate Sympathetic fabric, retain and replace 
when necessary with similar design 
sympathetic to original fabric or 
reconstruct original profiles 

Tongue and groove boarded infill Little Modern infill, may be retained or 
removed 

Walls   

Dressed ashlar Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Note: on no account is existing 
pointing to be removed 

Stone parapet Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Carved fleuron Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Projecting string course Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Lion & leaf motif string course Exceptional Retain and conserve. If further 
deterioration occurs, the carved stone 
work should be reconstructed and 
replaced where necessary.  

Sawn stone coping Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Face brickwork Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Evidence of limewash Exceptional Retain and conserve. Limewash (of 
traditional standards) may be 
reapplied if desired. 

Face brickwork Moderate Sympathetic fabric, may be retained 
or removed 

Rendered masonry Little May be retained or removed 

Face brickwork Little May be retained or removed 

Rendered masonry parapet Little May be retained or removed 

Circular metal grill Little May be retained or removed 

Window Openings   

Trefoil window Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Other gothic windows Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Arcade of windows Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Pointed arch window with stone sill Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Casement windows Little May be retained or removed 

Metal grill Little May be retained or removed 

Door Openings   

Square opening with pointed lintel Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Pointed arch gateway with label mould Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Wrought iron gates Exceptional Retain and conserve 

4 ring brick pointed arch gateway Moderate Sympathetic fabric, may be retained 
or removed 

Floor   

Brick paving Little May be retained or removed 

Metal grill Little May be retained or removed 
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Schedule Significant Elements  

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – EXTERIOR 

Element Significance Policy 

Other   

Bluestone steps Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Stone Niches Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Carved sign “English Scottish and 
Australian Chartered Bank” 

Exceptional Retain and conserve, do not obscure 
from view.  

Re-instate original colour in lettering 
when the opportunity arises 

Evidence of missing hardware Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Metal sign “A Restoration Project by the 
Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority” 

High Reconstructed fabric, retain and 
conserve 

Glass and steel frame addition Little May be retained or removed 

Bollards Little May be retained or removed 

Signs in stone niches Little May be retained or removed 

Sprinklers with hoods Little May be retained or removed 

S structural tie bracket Little May be retained or removed 

Water main and tap Little May be retained or removed 

Timber boarded electricity box Little May be retained or removed 

Sprinklers, drop lights, wiring for services, 
telecom box 

Little May be retained or removed 

Hanging sign with metal bracket Intrusive Hanging sign and metal bracket is 
intrusive to the original appearance of 
the building. This should be removed 
and stonework made good if and 
when an opportunity arises 

 
 
Schedule of Significant Elements 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – INTERIOR 

Room No. Fabric Description Significance Policy 

Ceilings   

Front Dining Timber ceiling Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Front Dining Exposed timber 
beam 

Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Bar Hardboard Little May be retained or 
removed 

Basement, Middle Dining, Stair, 
Kitchen, Wash Up, Cool room, 
Store, Front Function Room, Back 
Function Room, Bathrooms 

Plasterboard Little May be retained or 
removed 

Back Dining, Upstairs Dining, 
Servery 

Perforated 
hardboard 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Back Dining Exposed Steel frame Little May be retained or 
removed 
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Schedule of Significant Elements 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – INTERIOR 

Room No. Fabric Description Significance Policy 

Roof Deck Canvas awning Little May be retained or 
removed 

Walls 

Bar Brickwork Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Front Function Room Rendered masonry, 
painted 

Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Back Dining, Upstairs Dining, 
Back Function Room, Roof Deck 

Exposed steel and 
glass 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Basement Set plaster Little May be retained or 
removed 

Stair, Back Dining, Upstairs 
Dining, Servery, Back Function 
Room 

Rendered masonry Little May be retained or 
removed 

Basement Rendered masonry 
partitions 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Kitchen, Wash Up, Bathrooms Glazed tiles Little May be retained or 
removed 

Cool room, Store Plasterboard Little May be retained or 
removed 

Middle Dining Rendered masonry Intrusive Render should be 
removed and original 
facebrick walls 
exposed 

Front Dining, Bar Set plaster Intrusive Set plaster should be 
removed and original 
facebrick walls 
exposed 

Front Dining, Bar, Front Function 
Room 

Wall openings Intrusive Modern openings 
should be bricked up  
and original 
configuration the 
former bank rooms 
restored  

Skirtings    

Front Dining, Middle Dining, Back 
Function Room 

Heavily moulded 
timber 

Exceptional 
and High 

Retain and conserve 

Front Function Room Timber quad Little May be retained or 
removed 

Basement Tiles Little May be retained or 
removed 

Back Dining, Upstairs Dining, 
Servery, Back Function Room 

Flat plastic Little May be retained or 
removed 

Floors 

Front Function Room Baltic pine Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Front Dining, Middle Dining Mosaic tiles Moderate  
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Schedule of Significant Elements 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – INTERIOR 

Room No. Fabric Description Significance Policy 

Back Dining, Upstairs Dining, 
Servery 

Recycled hardwood Little May be retained or 
removed 

Back Function Room Recycled oregon Little May be retained or 
removed 

Outdoor Seating, Surgeon‟s Walk Brick paving Little May be retained or 
removed 

Basement, Bar, Back Dining, 
Kitchen, Wash Up, Cool room, 
Store, Back Function Room, 
Bathrooms, Roof Deck 

Tiles: Encaustic, 
travertine, stone etc. 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Doors    

G01 Leaf: pair framed, 
braced sheeted 
doors 

Exceptional Retain and conserve, 
re-instate original 
brass covering  

G02 Leaf: Iron vault door Exceptional Retain and conserve 

G01 Frame: solid timber  Exceptional Retain and conserve 

G02 Architrave: 
chamfered timber 

Exceptional Retain and conserve 

G01 Hardware: brass pull 
handles 

Exceptional Retain and conserve 

G03 Leaf: vertical beaded 
flush door  

Little May be retained or 
removed 

G04, 102, 103, 206 Leaf: frameless 
glass 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

B01, B03, B04, B05, B06, B07, 
B08, B09, B10, B11, 202, 205 

Leaf: flush door Little May be retained or 
removed 

B12, B13, B14, B15, 203, 204 Leaf: flush door of 
Corian® 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

201 Leaf: flush door with 
obscure glass inset 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

B02, 101 Leaf: Sliding cool 
room door 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

G05, G06 Leaf: fire door Little May be retained or 
removed 

G04, 102, 103, 206 Frame: exposed 
steel 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

B01, B03, B04, B05, B06, B07, 
B08, B09, B10, B11, 202, 205, 
206 

Hardware: metal 
lever, lock, push and 
kick plate, pull 
handles etc. 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Windows    

G01, 102, 101 Face stone reveal, 
moulded mullions 

Exceptional Retain and conserve 
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Schedule of Significant Elements 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – INTERIOR 

Room No. Fabric Description Significance Policy 

G02, 103 Chamfered stone 
reveal 

Exceptional Retain and conserve 

201, 202, 203, 204, 205 Timber paneled stop 
chamfered reveals 

Exceptional Retain and conserve 

G01, 102, 101 Lead lighting and 
quatrefoil 

High Reconstructed fabric, 
retain and conserve 

G02, 103, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205 Sash: double hung High Reconstructed fabric, 
retain and conserve 

G02, 103, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205 Frame: box frame High Reconstructed fabric, 
retain and conserve 

201, 202, 203, 204, 205 Sill: Heavily beaded 
timber moulds 

High Reconstructed fabric, 
retain and conserve 

104, 206 Sash: obscure glass, 
casement 

Moderate Sympathetic fabric, 
may be retained or 
removed 

104, 206 Frame: solid timber Moderate Sympathetic fabric, 
may be retained or 
removed 

104, 206 Hardware: stainless 
steel stays and latch 

Moderate Sympathetic fabric, 
may be retained or 
removed 

G03 Sash: double hung 
glass 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

G04 Sash: frameless 
glass 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

108, 207, 212 Sash: fixed Little May be retained or 
removed 

G01, 102 Frame: timber rebate Little May be retained or 
removed 

G03, G04 Frame: exposed 
steel 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

G01, 102, 207, 212 Frame: timber, gap 
detailing 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

G02, 103, 201, 202, 203, 204, 205 Hardware: ring sash 
lifts, sash fasteners, 
porcelain knobs etc. 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Staircases    

Basement Masonry with tile 
covering 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Stair Masonry with 
recycled hardwood 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Fireplaces    

Front Function Room Stone outer hearth Exceptional Retain and conserve 
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Schedule of Significant Elements 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – INTERIOR 

Room No. Fabric Description Significance Policy 

Front Function Room Marble chimney 
piece 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Front Function Room Integral gas fire and 
front plate 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Other    

Front Dining Remnant of chimney 
breast 

Exceptional Retain and conserve 

Front Function Room Timber mounter 
block for gas light 

Exceptional Retain and conserve. 
Could be used for 
new sympathetic light 
fitting. 

Front Dining, Front Function Room Reproduction 
gasoliers 

High Reconstructed fabric, 
retain and conserve 

Front Function Room Folding panel doors Little May be retained or 
removed 

Back Dining, Stair, Front Function 
Room 

Mural Little May be retained or 
removed 

Front Function Room Timber chair rail Little May be retained or 
removed 

Front Function Room Projector and screen Little May be retained or 
removed 

Basement, Middle Dining, Back 
Dining, Back Function Room 

Sprinklers, 
downlights, services, 
fire hydrant, etc. 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Back Function Room Access hatch Little May be retained or 
removed 

Outdoor Seating, Surgeon‟s Walk Lights on suspended 
wire 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Outdoor Seating, Surgeon‟s Walk English plane tree Little May be retained or 
removed 

Basement, Front Dining, Middle 
Dining, Back Dining, Upstairs 
Dining, Servery, Kitchen, Wash 
Up, Cool room, Store, Back 
Function Room 

Restaurant, 
Corian®, stainless 
steel, bar office, cool 
room etc. fitouts 

Little May be retained or 
removed 

Store Sliding metal gate Little May be retained or 
removed 

Front Dining Steel and glass 
vestibule screen 

Intrusive Remove, and if 
vestibule screen 
needed, replace with 
non-reflective glass 
and minimal signage 
to a design approved 
by a qualified heritage 
architect.   
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7.3.6 On-going Maintenance and Repair 

Background 
The nature of any building is that its fabric will deteriorate due to the effects of age, 
maintenance, weather, vegetation incursion and use. To ensure the on-going conservation 
of significant building fabric, a regular maintenance schedule should be implemented, 
which provides for regular inspection and for remedial action to be taken where necessary. 
 
The significant fabric of ES&A Chartered Bank should be maintained by the 
implementation of the short, medium and long-term maintenance program outlined in 
Section 8.3 –On-going Maintenance. 
 

Policy 15 
As a necessary minimum, the ongoing maintenance should include works that will 
ensure that each element retains its current level of significance and not allow the 
loss of significance due to the deterioration of fabric. 

Guidelines to Policy 15 

 The building fabric and services should be subject to continuing care and maintenance 
by the Foreshore Authority. 

 In addition to regular maintenance activities, prompt preventative action and repair 
should be taken as necessary. 

 Prevention of continuing deterioration should take priority over widespread repair or 
reconstruction. 

 Inspection and maintenance works should only be conducted by those with 
professional knowledge and demonstrated experience with buildings and materials of 
this nature. 

 No maintenance work or repairs should negatively impact on significant fabric. 
 While the Foreshore Authority is liable for the execution of works identified in the 

Section 8.3 –Schedule of On-going Maintenance Works of this CMP, the Foreshore 
Authority may, as part of the tenancy contracts, require tenants to execute the required 
works and provide auditable trace of the completion of required works.  

 

7.3.7 Retention of Fixtures and Fittings 

Background 
The ES&A Chartered Bank retains one important relic from the building‟s original use as a 
bank, the iron vault door to the former strong room (Bar).  The retention of this door intact 
and in its original position contributes to the historic significance of the building as a whole. 

Policy 16 
Features and fixtures associated with the site’s historic use as a bank should be 
retained and preserved and reinstated or interpreted as the opportunity arises. 

Guidelines to Policy 16 

 The retention and conservation of the iron vault door to the former strong room (Bar) 
should be retained in it‟s existing position and considered in the design work for future 
adaptive re-use programs. 
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Figure 95: Iron vault door to the former strong room (Bar) 

7.3.8 Interpretation 

Background 
Interpretation of historic places essentially reveals long-term connections and cohesions 
which underpin our cultural identity. To "interpret" a historic place, in its geographic and 
physical setting, is to bring its history to life to increase the public‟s understanding, and, 
through this extended understanding, to give them an enhanced perception of the 
significance of the place. 
 
Due to its history, significance and setting in The Rocks area, the ES&A Chartered Bank is 
capable of being interpreted for promotional and educational purposes. On the broadest 
level, the presentation of the building in its original appearance, through the use of 
reconstructed fabric where necessary, is a method of interpreting it to the public. To a 
large extent, the ES&A Chartered Bank tells its own story through the fabric. 
 
It is recommended that the Authority take a „museum‟ type approach to the street façade of 
the ES&A Chartered Bank and interpret the building as a very fine 19th century Gothic 
Bank by W. Wardell. Selected conservation works (detailed above) should be carried out in 
order more accurately to reconstruct the original appearance of the building. For example, 
removal of the intrusive bracket and hanging sign, re-instatement of the brass covering to 
the front door (see Figure 96) and returning the original colour scheme to the carved 
lettering. Flood lighting could also be introduced to highlight the high quality of architecture 
after dark. 
 
The name of the building, the „ES&A Chartered Bank‟ is integral with the importance of the 
building and it‟s significant fabric. This should be kept and used in all interpretation 
material and formal references in relation with the building. 

Policy 17 
The heritage significance of ES&A Chartered Bank should be interpreted on site by 
appropriate methods in a way which explains the building to the public. 
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Guidelines to Policy 17 

 The name of the building, the „ES&A Chartered Bank‟ used in all interpretation material 
and formal references in relation with the building. 

 Selected conservation works should be carried out in order more accurately to interpret 
the original appearance of the building. For example, removal of the intrusive bracket 
and hanging sign, re-instatement of the brass covering to the front door (see Figure 96) 
and returning the original colour scheme to the carved lettering.  

 One of the primary components of the conservation management of the ES&A 
Chartered Bank should be to make the values of its cultural significance accessible to 
the public.   

 In making significance accessible, the Foreshore Authority should take into account of 
the policies and guidelines contained within the ICOMOS International Cultural 
Tourism Charter. 

 The ongoing management of the ES&A Chartered Bank should include the 
development and implementation of an interpretation strategy, which reveals the 
cultural significance of the place. 

 Interpretation should take into account all the historic phases of the ES&A Chartered 
Bank, including the Sydney AIMPE premises and use as a restaurant. 

 

 
Figure 96: Front door detail, 1998, showing the original brass covering which has since been 
removed.  
(Source: SHFA, 164144) 

7.4 New Work Policies 

7.4.1 Integration of New Work 

Background 
Because of the significance of the ES&A Chartered Bank scope for new development is 
limited. In general, no external alterations or additions should occur to the original building 
component, except minor additions for services. Within the general principles outlined in 
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this Conservation Management Plan, some relatively minor internal alterations and 
additions could occur. These should generally be confined to less significant areas and 
should only affect limited amounts of original fabric.  
 
The rear wing addition, built in 1999, is a modern glass and exposed steel enclosure of 
little significance to the site. Complete alteration or removal is appropriate with new fabric 
either reconstruction or new configuration of sympathetic design. 
 
All new work should be carefully designed and integrated with the original character of the 
significant components of the building. 
 

Policy 18 
The introduction of new fabric should be undertaken in such a manner that it does 
not result in a lessening of the cultural significance of the place.  New work should 
be identifiable as such and should, wherever possible, be capable of being removed 
without damage to significant fabric or spaces. 

Guidelines to Policy 18 

 Complete alteration or removal of the rear wing addition is appropriate. 
 Any new development to the original component of the building should be carried out 

within the existing building envelope. No additions are to be constructed in the open 
space occupied by the covered passageway and Surgeons Walk. 

 Period detailing should be used to reconstruct elements for which there is clear 
evidence of the original detail, either remaining in the fabric or documentation, i.e. the 
original profile of the fireplace chimney piece in the Front Function Room (see Figure 
97). 

 Where there is no evidence of the original detail, it is not necessary or appropriate to 
invent a period detail unless the original character of the space is to be recreated and 
the new element is required to blend in. 

 Careful detailing will ensure minimal damage to the significant fabric and will allow for 
reversibility. 

 Where a function is being re-established, i.e residential or office use, new fittings and 
fixtures may be adopted to complement the existing architectural character. 

 

Figure 97: Front Function Room during the 1999 redevelopment works showing the outline 
of a former mantelpiece around the fireplace.  
(Source: reproduced from Allom Lovell & Associates CMP, p26) 
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7.4.2 Integration of Services 

Background 
Adaptations of existing fabric for practical reasons such as installation of new services and 
equipment and the need to meet fire safety and other statutory requirements may be 
required in order to continue a viable use for the building, and to satisfy the changing 
needs of the occupants of the building. 
 

Policy 19 
The extension or alteration of existing services in the ES&A Chartered Bank should 
not have a detrimental impact to the significance of the building components as a 
whole. 

Guidelines to Policy 19 

 Any proposed upgrading of services should be carefully planned. The preparation of 
schematic layouts is not sufficient: service routes must be planned so as not to 
damage the significant fabric or disrupt significant spaces. 

 Any upgrading of services is subject to the proper approval process. 
 Existing or old service chases or conduits should be re-used in preference to new 

chases.  Services should be rationalised, grouped and treated to minimise intrusion.  
 Areas previously modified for services should be re-used, in preference to modifying 

intact fabric. 
 The surface mounting of services is preferable to chasing services into significant 

fabric. 
 Brackets or fixings for services should not damage significant fabric. 
 No externally mounted air-conditioning, ventilation equipment, water heaters or service 

components should be fixed to the building.  

7.4.3 Ordinance Compliance 
The Building Code of Australia is the operative building ordinance in New South Wales. 
 
In terms of ongoing use programs, the key issues are usually compliance with fire 
resistance, egress provisions, and provision of disabled access and facilities. It is essential 
that the cultural values of the buildings and the overall complex are not degraded by 
inappropriate responses to meeting ordinance requirements. 

Policy 20 
Approaches to compliance with building ordinances for the conservation and 
upgrading and re-use programs of the various building components of the ES&A 
Chartered Bank should focus on responding to the spirit and intent of the 
ordinances if strict compliance would adversely affect the significance.  Uses which 
require an unacceptable degree of intervention for upgrading to ordinance 
compliance should be avoided.  

Guidelines to Policy 20 

 Conservation and on-going use programs should not place undue stress on the 
building fabric in order to meet excessive requirements of ordinance compliance. 

 Methods of complying with ordinance requirements which utilise fire or smoke 
detection and active fire suppression are preferred to the addition of fire rating material, 
which may obscure extant finishes. 

 Future upgrades of the buildings should take into consideration any newly developed 
approaches for the implementation of fire safety standards that do not harm the 
existing significant fabric. 
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 When dealing with disability access issues, refer to the document “Access to Heritage 
Buildings for People with Disabilities” prepared by E.J. Martin (Cox), August 1997. 

 Consultation with the NSW Heritage Office FASAP advisory panel may also assist in 
achieving appropriate compliance solution.  

7.4.4 Signage and External Lighting 

Background 
It is recognised that commercial and retail tenancy identification and temporary signage 
are an intrinsic component of the commercial use and viability of ES&A Chartered Bank as 
a whole. External lighting of buildings can add to their character. Signage and external 
lighting, however, should have no adverse impact on significant heritage fabric and the 
overall character of the place. 
 
The ES&A Chartered Bank retains much of the original signage for the building, the 
original lettering of the ES&A Chartered bank carved into the street (eastern) façade and 
the two stone niches adjacent the front door. Both these elements should be retained as 
signage for the building and not obscured from view. New modern signs can be inserted 
into the niches reflecting the current use of the building. 
 
The modern hanging sign and bracket imbedded into the stonework on the front façade 
and modern signs attached to the wrought iron gates are both intrusive to the front 
(eastern) façade of the building and obscure significant fabric. Although projecting hanging 
signs are suitable signage other heritage buildings in the Rocks, in this case, the sign is 
obtrusive and breaks up important views of the front façade. The bracket and hanging sign 
should be removed and the stonework made good. Similarly the modern signs attached to 
the wrought iron gates should be removed. An alternative is to attach the signs advertising 
the Nurses walk on the brick wall inside the Covered Passage Way. 
 
As discussed above, floodlighting of the George Street façade would be appropriate. It is 
locked in a key position, opposite one of the entry stairs leading into The Rocks, and 
illumination of the façade will highlight the high quality of architecture after dark.  
 

Policy 21 
External signage and lighting should be in harmony with the architectural character 
of the place. 

Policy 22 
All signage should be consistent with the Foreshore Authorities Signage Policy 
where relevant. 

Guidelines to Policies 21 and 22 

 Modern signs located in the original stone niches on the front façade are appropriate. 
 As opportunity arises, the current sign projecting from the front (eastern) façade of the 

building, should be removed or modified.  It is also preferred that no signs are attached 
to the wrought iron gates. 

 Flood lighting of the street (eastern) façade is acceptable.  
 The original lettering of the ES&A Chartered bank carved into the street (eastern) 

façade should not be obscured. 
 Suitably located signs that provide a legible and clear message and contribute to the 

vitality of the ES&A Chartered Bank are encouraged. 
 If required, other signs should be discreet and complementary in terms of colour, 

material, proportion, positioning and font. Signs should not obscure or damage the 
significant features or fabric of the building. 

 It is not necessary to attempt to create or recreate an “historic” character in the 
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signage, but modern standardised “trademark” signage is not appropriate. 
 Fluorescent and iridescent paints are inappropriate. Signs should preferably be 

illuminated by floodlighting. 
 The illumination of the ES&A Chartered Bank should highlight architectural features 

rather than floodlighting whole façades. Care should be taken to ensure that over-
illumination does not occur.   

7.4.5 New Services and Other Relevant Foreshore Authority’s Policies 

Background 
In addition to specific requirements for new work as presented in this Section, all new work 
has to comply with other relevant Foreshore Authority Planning Policies to assure grant of 
consent to the proposal. 

Policy 23 
Any proposed work to ES&A Chartered Bank will fully comply with all the relevant 
Foreshore Authority Policies applicable to development in The Rocks. 

Guidelines to Policy 23 

 In addition to the Foreshore Authority Policies for Lighting and Signage, as presented 
in this Section, all new work will comply with the Policies for Disabled Access, 
Telecommunications, Commercial Outdoor Seating and Building Ventilation 
Installation.  

7.5 Archaeological Resources 

7.5.1 Prehistoric (Aboriginal) Archaeological Resources 

Background 
Sites of pre-historic archaeological potential are protected under clauses of the NSW 
National Parks and Wildlife Act 1979. 

Policy 24 
Any potentially encountered Aboriginal archaeological resources should be 
conserved in accordance with the requirements of the NSW National Parks and 
Wildlife Act 1979 and their potential for interpretation considered. 

Guidelines to Policy 24 

 In the event archaeological material is unexpectedly discovered during works to this 
site, work shall immediately cease in the affected area and the Sydney Harbour 
Foreshore Authority and the NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service will be contacted 
for advice. 

 Should disturbance be required where Aboriginal archaeological material has been 
identified, an application under Section 90 of the National Parks and Wildlife Act will be 
required for this disturbance. 

7.5.2 Historic (European and Aboriginal) Archaeological Resources 

Background 
Sites of Historic archaeological potential are protected under clauses of the NSW Heritage 
Act 1977. 

Policy 25 
Prior to carrying out any ground disturbance, the impact of such disturbance on any 
potential archaeological resources on the property should be properly assessed in 
accordance with the requirements of the NSW Heritage Act 1977  
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Guidelines to Policy 35 

 Should disturbance be required to areas of archaeological potential or significance, an 
application under Section 60 of the Heritage Act will be required for this disturbance. 

 Any archaeological resources must be managed in accordance with the 
recommendations arising from the Archaeological Assessment and any approval 
issued by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority or the NSW Heritage Council. 

 In the event archaeological material is unexpectedly discovered during any works to 
this site, work shall immediately cease in the affected area and the Sydney Harbour 
Foreshore Authority will be contacted for advice. 
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8. Implementing the Plan 
This section sets out the implementation guidelines for the policies, including a list of 
management issues, recommended conservation works and a cyclical maintenance 
schedule. 

8.1 Minimum Standards of Maintenance and Repair 
Section 119 of the NSW Heritage Act 1977 requires that owners of State Heritage Register 
items ensure that minimum standards of maintenance and repair be adhered to in order to 
prevent damage to the item through neglect. In particular, the NSW Heritage Branch 
identifies the areas of weatherproofing, fire protection, security, and essential maintenance 
as areas for regular consideration.  
 
In order to maintain compliance with the minimum standards of maintenance and repair, 
the following recommendations should be implemented: 
 Regular inspections of all areas of the property (on annual basis at least) by a suitably 

qualified person should continue to take place in order to identify newly arising areas to 
be addressed. During these inspections, weatherproofing, fire protection, and security 
systems should be checked. 

 All drainage systems (surface/sub-surface, roof drainage) should be cleaned annually. 
 Smoke alarms should be tested annually. 
 All doors and windows should be maintained in a working, lockable condition. 

 
It is considered that the following annual inspections should be put in place to satisfy the 
minimum standards (as set out in the table below): 
 
 
Minimum Standards of Maintenance and Repair 
ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET 
Standard Items to Check on Annual Inspections 

Weatherproofing Check roofing, rainwater goods, door and window fabric, and that surface 
drainage appears to be in working order and in sound condition.  

Fire protection Check smoke alarms, sprinkler systems and that all electrical wiring 
appears to be in good order. Verify that no vegetation or rubbish is 
accumulated about the site. 

Security Test to ensure that all of the external door and window locks are in working 
order.  

Maintenance and 
repair  

Carry out every 3 years or as required further to inspection. 

 

8.2 Schedule of Conservation Works  
During the fabric surveys for this report, the condition of building elements and finishes 
was inspected and ranked in accordance with the following table: 
 
Condition Rating Description 

5 – Excellent Building or fabric element has no defects. Condition and appearance are as 
new.  
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Condition Rating Description 

4 – Good Building or element exhibits superficial wear and tear, minor defects, minor 
signs of deterioration to surface finishes, but does not require major 
maintenance. No major defects exist. 

3 – Fair Building or element is in average condition. Deteriorated surfaces require 
attention. Services are functional but require attention. Deferred 
maintenance work exists. 

2 – Poor Building or element has deteriorated badly. Serious structural problems exist. 
General appearance is poor with eroded protective coatings. Elements are 
defective, services are frequently failing, and significant numbers of major 
defects exist.  

1 – Very Poor Building or element has failed. It is not operational and is unfit for occupancy 
or normal use. 

 
These condition grades should inform future building condition reports and maintenance 
schedules.  For elements in Very Poor condition, reconstruction may be the only available 
option. For elements assessed as being in Poor or Fair condition, various degrees of repair 
or maintenance may be required, immediately or in the short term, to prevent further 
deterioration and the subsequent loss of significance. Elements in Good condition may 
need some maintenance but the need for repair is not anticipated in the next two or three 
years, while elements in Excellent condition are likely to need only minor maintenance in 
the next five to ten years. 
 
The following Schedule of Conservation Works describes work that should be 
implemented to preserve the significant fabric of the ES&A Chartered Bank. The works 
should be undertaken within the next few years to assure ongoing retention of the 
significant fabric.  
 
Apart from the specific elements below, all elements within the building have a 4-5 (good 
to excellent) fabric condition ranking, and no action is necessary. 
 
 
Schedule of Conservation Works 
ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET,  
Element Significance Condition Action/Treatment 

East Elevation    

Rainwater goods Moderate 2 Desalinate the stone work around 
rainwater heads and downpipes 

 High? 2 Make good box gutter behind the 
parapet to stop further leaking into 
the stone work. 

Chimneys Exceptional 2 Seismic stabilisation to Engineers 
specifications.  Stone 
reinforcement to chimney caps 
and stack. 

Walls: dressed ashlar Exceptional 2 Wash the stonework of the façade 
in distilled water to remove 
pollutants. Replace any missing 
pointing in the ashlar work. Do not 
re point. 

Projecting string courses Exceptional 2 Work over and point all open joints 
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Schedule of Conservation Works 
ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET,  
Element Significance Condition Action/Treatment 

Lion & leaf motif string course Exceptional 2 This stone work is deteriorating 
under water damage. Desalinate 
carving.  

Desalinate where there is evidence 
of leaking from the box gutter 
behind. 

Carved sign “English Scottish 
and Australian Chartered 
Bank” 

Exceptional 4  

 

Re-instate original colour in 
lettering when the opportunity 
arises 

West Elevation    

Rendered masonry Little 3 The render appears to be 
deteriorating on the face at the first 
floor level. Check over and repaint. 

North Elevation    

Walls: face brickwork Exceptional 3 Check over all pointing and replace 
any missing pointing. 

Monitor the structural crack at the 
junction between the returning 
stone work of the front façade and 
the brickwork.  

Lion & leaf motif string course Exceptional 2 Desalinate and repoint the joints. 

South Elevation    

Walls: face brickwork Exceptional 3 Check over all pointing and replace 
pointing where missing. 

Front Dining (Former Bank Chamber)   

Walls: set plaster Intrusive 4 Remove set plaster from the walls 
to expose original face brickwork 

Door: G01 Exceptional 4 Re-instate original brass covering  

Front Function Room   

Walls: rendered masonry, 
painted 

Exceptional 2 Remove all damp effected plaster 
southeast corner. Re-plaster in 
lime plaster. Desalinate the wall. 

Fireplaces: stone outer hearth Exceptional 3 Repair and make good damaged 
stone 

 

8.3 On-going Maintenance  
The on-going maintenance schedule refers to cyclical maintenance works to fabric that 
should be implemented by the Authority as part of the process of on-going management of 
the ES&A Chartered Bank. Performed work and any faults discovered or repairs made, 
should be recorded and kept separately alongside a copy of this maintenance schedule. 
 
Any obvious faults in the building fabric (for example, cracking or leaking) that may 
develop in the future should be addressed immediately rather than waiting for the time 
period listed below. 
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All maintenance works, patch repairs, and more major repairs to significant fabric should 
take place under the supervision of a qualified heritage architect. 
 
Schedule of Ongoing Maintenance 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – EXTERIOR 

Element Every Year Every 5 Years Every 10 Years 

Roofing    

Slate cladding with lead 
ridge and flashings 

Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

Check over for 
structural faults and 
take remedial 
action 

 

Chimneys   

Corrugated iron  Repaint 

Tongue and groove 
boarded infill 

  

Scotia cornice   

Box gutter Inspect and clean out  Repaint or renew 
guttering and 
downpipes as 
necessary 

Downpipes and rainwater 
heads 

  

Walls    

Dressed ashlar Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

Check over for 
structural faults and 
take remedial 
action 

Desalinate damaged 
stonework and 
replace pointing 
where missing 

Stone parapet    

Carved fleuron    

Projecting string course    

Lion & leaf motif string 
course 

   

Sawn stone coping    

Face brickwork   Replace pointing 
where missing 

Rendered masonry and 
parapet 

  Repaint 

Circular metal grill    

Window Openings    

Trefoil window Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

 Desalinate damaged 
stonework and patch 
repair if necessary 

Gothic windows 

Arcade of windows 

Pointed arch window with 
stone sill 

Casement windows   Repair if necessary 
and repaint 

Metal grill Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

 Repair or replace if 
necessary 
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Schedule of Ongoing Maintenance 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – EXTERIOR 

Element Every Year Every 5 Years Every 10 Years 

Door Openings    

Square opening with 
pointed lintel 

Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

 Patch repair if 
necessary 

Pointed arch gateway with 
label mould 

Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

 Patch repair if 
necessary 

Wrought iron gates   Repair if necessary 
and repaint 

4 ring brick pointed arch 
gateway 

 Check over for 
structural faults and 
take remedial 
action 

Replace pointing 
where missing 

Floor    

Brick paving Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

 Repair or replace if 
necessary 

Metal grill    

Other    

Bluestone steps Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

 Desalinate damaged 
stonework  

Replace pointing 
where missing 

Stone Niches   

Carved sign “English 
Scottish and Australian 
Chartered Bank” 

  

Metal sign “A Restoration 
Project by the Sydney Cove 
Redevelopment Authority” 

Clean   

Glass and steel frame 
addition 

Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

Check over for 
structural faults and 
take remedial 
action 

Renew finishes where 
necessary 

S structural tie bracket   

Timber boarded electricity 
box 

Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

 Repaint 

Bollards   Upgrade fittings as 
necessary 

Sprinklers with hoods    

Water main and tap    

Sprinklers, drop lights, 
wiring for services, telecom 
box 

   

Hanging sign with metal 
bracket 
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Schedule of Conservation Works 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – INTERIOR 

Fabric Description Every Year Every 5 Years Every 10 Years 

Ceilings 

Timber ceiling / 
exposed timber beam 

 Patch repair as 
necessary 

Repair and renew 
finish  

Hardboard/ 
plasterboard 

  Repair and repaint 

Exposed Steel frame Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

 Renew finish 

Canvas awning Clean any pollutants   Repair or replace as 
necessary 

Walls 

Brickwork Patch repair as 
necessary 

 Replace missing 
pointing where 
necessary 

Repair and repaint 
previously painted 
surfaces 

Rendered masonry   Repair and repaint 
previously painted 
surfaces 

Exposed steel and 
glass 

Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

Replace any damaged 
or broken glass 

Check over for 
structural faults and 
take remedial action 

Renew finish to steel 

 

Set plaster Patch repair as 
necessary 

 Repaint 

Glazed tiles Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

 Repair or replace as 
necessary 

Plasterboard  Patch repair as 
necessary 

Repaint 

Skirtings 

Heavily moulded 
timber 

 Patch repair as 
necessary 

Repair and renew 
finish 

Timber quad   Repaint 

Tiles Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

 Repair or replace as 
necessary 

Flat plastic    

Floors 

Timber: Baltic pine/ 
recycled hardwood / 
recycled oregon 

Patch repair as 
necessary 

Check over for 
structural faults and 
take remedial action 

Repair and renew 
finish 

Tiles: Mosaic, 
encaustic, travertine, 
stone etc. 

Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

 Repair or replace as 
necessary 
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Schedule of Conservation Works 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – INTERIOR 

Fabric Description Every Year Every 5 Years Every 10 Years 

Brick paving Inspect and repair as 
necessary 

 Repair or replace as 
necessary 

Doors 

Leaf  Repair as necessary Repair and repaint/ 
renew finish 

Frame     

Architrave    

Hardware Check hardware is in 
working order, repair 
as necessary 

Oil hinges and locks  Repair or replace as 
necessary 

Windows 

Face stone reveal, 
moulded mullions/ 
chamfered stone 
reveal 

 Patch repair as 
necessary 

 

Timber paneled stop 
chamfered reveals 

 Patch repair as 
necessary 

Repair and renew 
finish 

Lead lighting and 
quatrefoil 

Inspect and clean   

Sash Check sash is in 
working order, repair 
as necessary 

 Repair and repaint/ 
renew finish 

Frame  Repair as necessary  

Timber sill    

Hardware Check hardware is in 
working order, repair 
as necessary 

Oil hinges and locks  Repair or replace as 
necessary 

Staircases 

Masonry with tile 
covering 

Patch repair as 
necessary 

Check over for 
structural faults and 
take remedial action 

Repair or replace tiles 
as necessary 

Masonry with recycled 
hardwood 

  Renew finish 

Fireplaces    

Stone outer hearth   Patch repair as 
necessary 

Marble chimney piece Patch repair as 
necessary 

  

Integral gas fire and 
front plate 

Inspect and clean  Repair or replace as 
necessary 

Other 

Remnant of chimney 
breast 

 Patch repair as 
necessary 

Repaint 
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Schedule of Conservation Works 

ES&A CHARTERED BANK, 135 GEORGE STREET – INTERIOR 

Fabric Description Every Year Every 5 Years Every 10 Years 

Timber mounter block 
for gas light 

Inspect and clean   

Reproduction 
gasoliers 

Inspect and clean Check gasoliers are in 
working order, repair 
as necessary 

 

Folding panel doors  Repair as necessary Repair and repaint/ 
renew finish 

Mural Inspect and clean   

Timber chair rail  Repair as necessary Repair and repaint/ 
renew finish 

Steel and glass 
vestibule screen 

Inspect and clean Repair as necessary  

Access hatch Check all is in working 
order, repair as 
necessary 

 Repaint 

Projector and screen   Upgrade fittings as 
necessary 

Sprinklers, downlights, 
services, fire hydrant, 
etc. 

   

Lights on suspended 
wire 

   

Restaurant, Corian®, 
stainless steel, bar 
office, cool room etc. 
fitouts 

   

Sliding metal gate    

English plane tree Prune tree canopy to 
be clear of the building 
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47475 GEM 133.1 - Restaurant, 133 George St - undated 
47477 GEM 133.2 - Restaurant, 133 George St - undated 
47479 GEM 133.3 - Restaurant, 133 George St - undated 
47481 GEM 133.4 - Streetscape, 133 George St - undated 
47482 GEM 133.5 - Streetscape, 133 George St - undated 
47484 GEM 133.7 - Drawing of gate for George St entrance to Surgeon s Court, 133 George St - 
undated 
154257 HP 16 - 101-145 George St and City - 1973 
154542 HP 196 - 131-135 George St (arch to Surgeons Court) - undated 
155026 HP 432 - Stonework detail, 135 George St - 1983 
155027 HP 433 - Stonework detail, 135 George St - 1983 
155028 HP 434 - Stonework detail, 135 George St - 1983 
155029 HP 435 - Stonework detail, 135 George St - 1983 
155030 HP 436 - Stonework detail, 135 George St - 1983 
155031 HP 437 - Stonework detail, 135 George St - 1983 
155060 HP 466 - Entry pre-paving, 133 George St - undated 
155091 HP 481 - 131-135 George St - 1983 
164061 7 - West side of verandah south wall, 133 George St - 1998 
186859 OPS 1 - Old Police Station and English, Scottish & Australian Chartered Bank George 
Street from the north east - 1987 
189644 HPM 33-9 - Looking towards shop fronts of 131-135 George Street from directly across 
George Street - undated 
259512 127-143a George Street - The Rocks - Fortune of War Hotel - Nurses Walk - 2001 Archival 
Record - 8-3 
259513 135 George Street - Nurses Walk - The Rocks - Rear of Fortune of War Hotel - 2001 
260548 121-137 George Street - Bakers Oven - Christies - Fortune of War - 1991  
285194 GE135 - 135 George St to Corner of Essex St 
164179 Photo 41 - East view of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164178 Photo 40 - Soffit of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164177 Photo 39 - North wall of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164176 Photo 38 - South wall of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164175 Photo 37 - South wall of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164174 Photo 36 - Roof of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164173 Photo 35 - South wall of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164172 Photo 34 - North wall of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164171 Photo 33 - Roof of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164170 Photo 32 - Floor view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164169 Photo 31 - North view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164168 Photo 30 - Floor view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
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164167 Photo 29 - South view of rear of main building showing demolished stairs, 135 George St 
1998 
164166 Photo 28 - West view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164165 Photo 27 - West view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164164 Photo 26 - West view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164163 Photo 25 - North view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164162 Photo 24 - South view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164161 Photo 23 - South view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164160 Photo 22 - East view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164159 Photo 21 - East view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164158 Photo 20 - East view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164157 Photo 19 - East view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164156 Photo 18 - East view of rear of main building from laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
17 - East view of rear of main building from laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164154 Photo 16 - East view of rear of main building from laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164153 Photo 15 - East view of rear of main building from laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164152 Photo 14 - East view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164151 Photo 13 - East view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164150 Photo 12 - Upper front facade, 135 George St - 1998 
164149 Photo 11 - George Street lane gates, 135 George St - 1998 
164148 Photo 10 - Front upper facade spalling stone decorative cornice, 135 George St - 1998 
164257 34 - Room 2.3 east, 135 George St - 1998 
164256 33 - Room 2.3 south, 135 George St - 1998 
164255 32 - Room 2.3 south, 135 George St - 1998 
164254 31 - Room 2.3 west, 135 George St - 1998 
164253 30 - Room 2.3 roof, 135 George St - 1998 
164252 29 - Room 2.3 floor, 135 George St - 1998 
164251 28 - Room 2.1 east facing window, 135 George St - 1998 
164250 27 - Room 2.1 east facing window, 135 George St - 1998 
164249 26 - Room 2.1 east facing window, 135 George St - 1998 
164248 25 - Room 2.1 east facing window, 135 George St - 1998 
164247 24 - Room 2.1 east facing window, 135 George St - 1998 
164246 23 - Room 2.1 ceiling, 135 George St - 1998 
164245 22 - Room 2.1 north, 135 George St - 1998 
164244 21 - Room 2.1 west, 135 George St - 1998 
164242 20 - Room 2.1 west, 135 George St - 1998 
164240 19 - Room 2.2 floor, 135 George St - 1998 
164239 18 - Room 2.2 east, 135 George St - 1998 
164238 17 - Room 2.2 west, 135 George St - 1998 
164237 16 - Room 2.2 east, 135 George St - 1998 
164236 15 - Room 2.2 west, 135 George St - 1998 
164233 14 - Room 2.2 south, 135 George St - 1998 
164232 13 - Room 1.2 south with wall staining from room above, 135 George St - 1998 
164231 12 - Room 1.2 north, 135 George St - 1998 
164230 11 - Room 1.2 ceiling, 135 George St - 1998 
164229 10 - Room 1.2 west, 135 George St - 1998 
164228 9 - Room 1.1 east, 135 George St - 1998 
164227 8 - Room 1.1 east, 135 George St - 1998 
164226 7 - Room 1.1 east, 135 George St - 1998 
164225 6 - Room 1.1 west, 135 George St - 1998 
164224 5 - Room 1.1 west, 135 George St - 1998 
164223 4 - Room 1.1 north, 135 George St - 1998 
164222 3 - Room 1.1 south to staircase, 135 George St - 1998 
164179 Photo 41 - East view of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164178 Photo 40 - Soffit of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164177 Photo 39 - North wall of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164176 Photo 38 - South wall of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164175 Photo 37 - South wall of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164174 Photo 36 - Roof of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164173 Photo 35 - South wall of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164172 Photo 34 - North wall of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
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164171 Photo 33 - Roof of main building laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164170 Photo 32 - Floor view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164169 Photo 31 - North view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164168 Photo 30 - Floor view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164167 Photo 29 - South view of rear of main building showing demolished stairs, 135 George St - 
1998 
164166 Photo 28 - West view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164165 Photo 27 - West view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164164 Photo 26 - West view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164163 Photo 25 - North view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164162 Photo 24 - South view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164161 Photo 23 - South view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164160 Photo 22 - East view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164159 Photo 21 - East view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164158 Photo 20 - East view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164157 Photo 19 - East view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164156 Photo 18 - East view of rear of main building from laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
Photo 17 - East view of rear of main building from laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164154 Photo 16 - East view of rear of main building from laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164153 Photo 15 - East view of rear of main building from laneway, 135 George St - 1998 
164152 Photo 14 - East view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164151 Photo 13 - East view of rear of main building, 135 George St - 1998 
164150 Photo 12 - Upper front facade, 135 George St - 1998 
164149 Photo 11 - George Street lane gates, 135 George St - 1998 
164148 Photo 10 - Front upper facade spalling stone decorative cornice, 135 George St – 1998 
 
 
 
 


