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Executive Summary 
Science House, opened in 1931, is located at 157-161 Gloucester Street, The Rocks, 
Sydney at the south western corner of the intersection of Gloucester and Essex Streets. It 
is of State significance due to its ability to demonstrate important historical themes in the 
development of The Rocks precinct and for historical, aesthetic and social values which 
are represented through its architectural, interior and streetscape qualities.  
 
This Conservation Management Plan (CMP) reviews the documentary and physical 
evidence to assess the heritage significance of Science House, which derives primarily 
from:  
• its origins as a designated home for a group of leading scientific societies; and, 
• as an excellent example of the Inter War period Commercial Palazzo style, designed 

by the well-known architectural practice of Peddle Thorp and Walker.  
 
The concrete encased steel structure comprises six floors and a roof level. The street 
facing facades are clad with sandstone at ground floor and face brick on the upper floors. 
 
The CMP provides a clear set of policies to guide the future use, management and care of 
Science House.  The policies are founded on an analysis of what makes the building 
significant and worth keeping.  The basis for the heritage management of Science House 
is the assessment, grading and Statement of Heritage Significance and the policies 
contained in this CMP.   
 
The main recommendations of this CMP are:  
 
• New uses should be compatible and should continue the association with institutions of 

a similar nature to those that created the building. The building’s original character 
should be employed creatively in a manner that not only highlights the building’s 
significance but also gives merit to new functions. 
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1 Preface and Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) 

 

 Background 1.1
This preface to the Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for Science House, 157-161 
Gloucester Street, The Rocks, is provided as a guide to what should or should not occur 
with this property.  It contains a number of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) that aim to 
show the limits to future use and change and to assist with decisions about the 
maintenance and management of Science House. 
 
Significance of Science House 
Science House is located in The Rocks, which is a precinct of National, State and Local 
significance.  Science House, which opened in 1931, is listed in the State Heritage 
Register as an individual building and site. It fulfils the full range of critieria, having all of 
the heritage values to warrant its listing.  These values relate mainly to its origins as a 
purpose designated home for a group of leading scientific societies; and, as an excellent 
example of the Inter War period Commercial Palazzo style, designed by the well-known 
architectural practice of Peddle Thorp and Walker (today PTW Architects).  The site was 
granted by an Act of Parliament in 1928 for the purpose of erecting Science House.  The 
building has been long recognised for its architectural merit.  It was awarded the first 
Sulman Medal presented by the Australian Institute of Architects in 1932, and has been 
listed for many years in other heritage registers in NSW.   
 
A detailed assessment, grading and Statement of Heritage Significance of Science House 
is contained in Section 5 of this CMP. 
 

 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 1.2
 
The information provided in the following FAQs is preliminary to a full understanding of 
Science House, which will be gained from studying all of the information contained in this 
CMP.  The information should be read in conjunction with the conservation policies 
contained in Section 8 of the CMP, which take precedence over the FAQs contained in this 
preface. 
 

1.2.1 Use 
 
What uses are appropriate for Science House? 
CMP Section 8.2 Science House was built to accommodate teaching facilities and to provide 

associated office suites to three learned institutions, which occupied the 
building from 1931-1976.   
 
The most appropriate use for the building from a heritage viewpoint is for a 
similar purpose for which the building was designed.  Therefore priority should 
be given to any functions that may be similar to the building’s original use as 
the head office of scientific associations or similar cultural or educational 
organisations. Future uses should be compatible with the nature and 
significance of the building components. Uses which require an unacceptable 
degree of intervention should be avoided.   
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1.2.2 Exterior  
The exterior of the building remains highly intact with little modification to the original 
fabric, especially to the main facades to the north and east. The main changes have been 
to the west around the courtyard, with the addition of fire stairs at the rear and a terrace on 
the sixth floor.  A three storey addition proposed during the 1940s did not proceed.   
 
Can the building be added to at the upper level? 
CMP Section 
8.5.8 

No. The form of the building has remained relatively intact for more than 80 
years and is an essential component of its significance.   
 
Current statutory planning controls have established a building envelope for 
Science House, with appropriate regard to its significance, the significance of 
adjacent buildings and sites and the physical and the visual relationships 
between the buildings.  The building envelope for Science House is essentially 
the current building envelope.  Additional storeys are not permitted. 
 

Can the facades be altered? 
CMP Section 
8.5.8 

Generally No.  External alterations and additions to significant elevations and 
roof form are not permitted.   
 
The facades that face Essex and Gloucester Streets (ie the north and east 
facades respectively) are of exceptional significance and should be conserved 
and maintained. No alterations are possible.   
 
The western elevation that faces the Harbour Bridge approaches has three 
main sections.  The northernmost section is a blank wall that forms an 
important backdrop to the adjoining heritage buildings that front Essex and 
Cumberland Streets.  This façade should remain unaltered.  New windows or 
openings are not appropriate and are unlikely to be approved due to fire 
protection requirements.  
 
The middle section of the western elevation is the lightwell or courtyard.  
Changes have been made with the addition of a fire stair and additional 
windows.  Some change may be possible in this location, such as additional 
windows if required, subject to fire protection considerations.   
 
The southernmost section of the western elevation includes a fire stair adjacent 
to a projecting wing with a terrace above (originally a flat roof) for the flat on the 
sixth floor.  External alterations or additions are not considered appropriate, 
with the possible exception of modification to the pergola on the terrace and the 
redundant fire passage on the first floor.   
 

Can the roofline be altered?  Can new openings be made in the roof? 
CMP Section 
8.5.9 

No. The roofline is not only significant to the building itself, but relates to the 
setting of the adjacent heritage buildings.  New openings may be appropriate 
for services, however should not be visible from public places or detract from 
the setting of adjacent of heritage buildings or the streetscape. 
 

Is there any scope for basements or basement parking? 
CMP Section 
8.5.8 

No. The original 1929 drawings show that there are footings in addition to those 
under the columns.  This configuration would not suit a basement parking 
layout.  Furthermore there are no possibilities for access to the site due to the 
exceptional significance of the north and east facades, which are the only sides 
of the building with street frontage.  Accordingly there is no opportunity for off 
street parking.  
The suitability of the site and building for any excavated basement space would 
need a feasibility study, including impact on layout, structural investigation and 
an archaeological assessment. 
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Can changes to the exterior be introduced (eg new doors and windows)  
CMP Section 
8.4.3 

No. The façade elements, including windows, doors and ornamentation, 
particularly on the north and east facades are highly significant and are 
generally intact.  No changes can be made to these elements on the north and 
east facades.  They should be conserved and maintained and not replaced.   
 

Can additional security grilles be placed on the doors and windows? 
CMP Section 
8.4.3 

No. The windows to the toilets adjacent to the main entrance have wrought iron 
security grills.  A number of other windows have ornamental iron details.  These 
elements contribute to the significance of the facades. Additional security 
screens are not considered appropriate.   
 

Can external aerials, satellite dishes or solar panels be added? 
CMP Section 
8.4.3 

Generally No.  No elements should be added to the steeply pitched part of the 
roof that faces Gloucester or Essex Streets.  It may be possible to locate some 
elements at the rear, provided that they are not visible from the public domain. 
(There is a TV aerial already located there). Generally satellite dishes and 
external television aerials should not be installed, as less obtrusive ways are 
now technologically available. 
  
It is important that the roofline remains uncluttered when viewed from the public 
places, especially the main view corridors that are identified in this CMP as part 
of the curtilage or setting of Science House. In addition, the ‘roofscape’ of The 
Rocks and Science House is visible from many locations, including the Harbour 
Bridge and taller buildings in proximity.  Therefore to avoid visual clutter and 
detracting from the heritage buildings there should be as few roof mounted 
elements as possible.   
 

Can new mechanical plant be installed on the roof? 
CMP Section 
8.5.2 

Generally yes, if replacement is essential, and subject to approval processes. 
The central air conditioning plant was replaced about 20 years ago as part of 
works undertaken in the 1990s works.  It is anticipated that it will be functional 
for the next 10 years. The BMS (Building Management System) was replaced 
about 5 years ago.  Science House is fortunate to have roof space enclosed or 
obscured from view that can be used for mechanical plant and equipment. 
 

Can the names on the building be changed? 
CMP Section 
8.5.6 
 

No. The building should continue to be known as ‘Science House’.  The 
‘Science House’ painted on the north west wall should be conserved and 
maintained as a significant element.  The ‘Science House’ engraved in the 
stonework above the main entrance should remain visible and not be obscured. 
 

Can there be new external signage? 
CMP Section 
8.5.6 
Appendix M 

Yes. New signs should be placed in accordance with the Science House 
Commercial Signage Strategy. This provides for signage on the ground floor 
near the main entrance or adjacent to the doorway on the north side, however 
should be limited in size to a single sandstone block, as in the current 
examples. 
  
The Strategy provides for temporary external banners in specified locations, 
subject to compliance with relevant City of Sydney controls and the guidelines 
in the Strategy. 
 

Can exposed stone or brickwork be rendered and /or painted over?  
CMP Section 
8.5.5 

No. The sandstone base and the contrasting brickwork and frieze above are all 
elements that contribute to the exceptional significance of the facades.  
Therefore they should not be rendered or painted over.  Generally surfaces that 
have not been painted should remain unpainted and external finishes should be 
conserved and maintained, not altered, rendered or painted over. 
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Where do service delivery, garbage removal and storage take place?  
CMP Section 
8.5.2 

It is understood that garbage removal takes place through the courtyard at the 
rear and via the service and fire egress passage with right of way to 
Cumberland Street.   
 

Are there any changes to adjoining sites to be aware of? 
CMP Section 
8.5.10 

Yes. The site immediately to the south of Science House was fully developed in 
c2012, which resulted in a through site link with an accessible entrance to 
Science House. Work is being undertaken in close proximity at 188 
Cumberland Street. It is anticipated that additional construction could occur on 
this site in proximity to Science House.  

 

1.2.3 Interior 
The significance of all of the interior spaces has been considered in this CMP. All spaces 
in the original layout are significant and some are more significant than others.  Therefore 
spaces have been ranked or graded as having exceptional, high to moderate significance. 
 
The most significant spaces are located generally on the ground floor and first floors, as 
well as the circulation areas (lift lobbies, corridors, and original stairs) and early toilets on 
the upper floors.  On the upper floors many of the interior office partitions have been 
altered or relocated, so there is some scope for changes to those areas where they do not 
disturb original fabric or detail elements, such as significant ceilings, windows or walls.  
 
A number of places, such as fire stairs, are of later construction. They have been ranked 
generally as of little significance or intrusive.  These spaces are generally functional and it 
is not anticipated that these elements are likely to require substantial change.  
Nonetheless there is more scope for change in areas that have been added later or have 
been altered to suit a purpose different to that for which they were designed.  
 
What is the structure of Science House and how does it affect the layout?   
CMP Section 
8.4.3 

The building structure is a concrete encased steel frame with reinforced 
concrete slabs. The external masonry walls are non-load bearing and 
designed to support their own weight. All structural elements should be 
retained and maintained. 
 
The framed construction gives some flexibility to the layout, with the result 
that a number of internal non-load bearing partitions on the upper levels 
have been removed over the years. 
 

What interior spaces are most significant and can’t be changed? 
CMP Section 
8.4.4 

The significant spaces of Science House should be conserved. The most 
significant spaces include the following: 
All Floors - Ground, Levels 1-5  
• Foyers 
• Lift Car No.1 (including car, concertina door /panelling), Lift Car No.2 (panelling) 
• Main corridors, running north south 
• Main Stairs and original Toilets located off the landings  
Ground Floor 
• As noted previously for All Floors 
• Auditorium (Lecture Hall, through First Floor)  
• Main Entrance, including cruciform Entry Foyer and Mezzanine (first floor) visible 

above  
• Former Edgeworth David Room  
• Corridor and Small Meeting Room 
• Male and Female Toilets at Entrance 
First Floor  
• As noted previously for All Floors 
• Voids of Foyer, Auditorium 
• Former Library spaces 
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Second and Third Floors 
• As noted previously for All Floors  
• Room on Level 3 at north east corner of building (3.08) 
Fourth and Fifth floors 
• As noted previously for All Floors  
• Room on Level 5 at north east corner of building (5.17) 
Sixth Floor  
• Main Stair 
 

Are some floors more significant than others? 
CMP Section 
8.4.4 
Section 4.2 
 
Refer Figures 1.1 
-1.3 below 

There is a clear hierarchy in the organisation of the internal spaces which 
mirrors the distinctions expressed on the exterior between the solid base of 
the first two floors and the levels above: 
• The Ground and First Floor contain the major spaces and are the public 

face of the building, and have exceptional significance;  
• Floors Two to Five generally contain smaller rooms that are ancillary to 

the main floors and perform associated functions such as offices and 
meeting rooms. However the circulation spaces including lift, stairs, 
corridors and toilets at mid landing have exceptional to high significance.  
They are the organising elements for the building and are in the same 
architectural vocabulary throughout the building. 

 
The spatial hierarchy of Science House should be conserved. 
 

If the building cannot be one single tenancy, what would be the best fit for the 
building? 
CMP Section 8.2 
 

The use that would be most preferable would be a single tenant or lessee, 
such as a school or learning facility that will occupy the whole building. 
Preference should be given to a prospective lessee that will use the building 
for such a purpose, provided that any changes to BCA classification would 
not cause unacceptable changes to significant building fabric. 
 
Considering the hierarchy of spaces throughout the building, if multiple 
tenancies were to be considered, then a single tenant must occupy the entire 
Ground and First Floor.  These two levels are essentially a single entity with 
regard to the hierarchy of spaces throughout the building, including the 
similar treatment of their exterior and the interlinked spaces of the interior 
(Foyer, Auditorium). 
 
The floors above may be leased for multiple tenancies, preferably one tenant 
per floor, provided that it can be demonstrated that the spatial hierarchy and 
significant spaces and central elements will be conserved and that the 
building overall will not lose its significant characteristics and ambience.  
 

Should there be new fitouts?  
CMP Section 8.2 
CMP Section 
8.5.1 

New uses selected for the existing building shall adopt the principle of "loose 
fit", where the new use is adjusted as necessary to work within the available 
spatial and architectural configuration, rather than the opposite.  All new 
work should be designed to be reversible (ie can be removed and the 
original features retained or reinstated).  The ground and first floor should be 
leased as one entity, and the existing spaces should be conserved and 
maintained, without alteration to their character and ambience.  
 
Fitouts may be possible on the upper floors.  They should be sympathetic to 
the existing character of the interiors and consistent in their character, 
design, detailing and finishes. There should be a consistent design approach 
to fitouts that is sympathetic to the key 1930s phase of development. No 
open plans or fitouts on the upper floors that stand out, or are markedly 
different in character, or would alter the character of the interiors, should be 
considered. 
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Can internal partitions or walls be removed?   
CMP Section 
8.5.1 

No partitions should be removed on the Ground and First Floors.  Partitions 
that define the central spine and centrally grouped circulation spaces and 
service rooms on the upper floors should be retained.  While it would be 
preferable to retain all other partitions on the upper floors, it may be possible 
to make openings in some partitions between offices, particularly at the 
southern or northern end provided that they do not affect spaces of 
exceptional or high significance or involve removal of original fabric.  
 

Can changes to specific elements and finishes be made?  
CMP Section 
8.4.5 

Generally all original elements and finishes, including doors, windows, floors, 
ceilings, wall finishes, picture rails and skirtings, stairs, landings and 
balustrades should be retained, with appropriate maintenance.  
 
Significant wall finishes throughout the building include all timber panelling 
and ashlar coursing below the picture rails, in corridors, as well as original 
plaster and coursed render, should be retained, with appropriate 
maintenance.   
 
Significant Ground Floor ceilings including the plaster vault and timber 
panelling in the Entrance and Foyer must be retained. All ceilings in the 
exceptional and highly significant spaces shall be retained, such as set 
plaster (with ornamentation) as in the Auditorium, and in significant rooms on 
the upper floors (3.08 and 5.17). 
 

What significant internal signage should be retained? 
CMP Section 
8.5.6 

There are a number of significant plaques and signs that should be retained 
on panels, doors and throughout the building, particularly in the main foyer 
and on the ground floor.  In addition, a number of rooms are identified by 
name or gold lettering on the doors or door frames.  All should remain in 
place, conserved and maintained. 
 

Can new internal signage, directions or promotional material be added or 
displayed? 
CMP Section 
8.5.6 
Appendix  M 

Generally yes, in accordance with the Signage Strategy. Internally the use of 
freestanding signs are encouraged where appropriate and sympathetic to the 
key 1930s phase of development.  Wall or surface mounted signs should be 
moveable and avoid damage to significant fabric.  Such signage would need 
to be designed as a cohesive system.  
 
Tenancy information on the Ground Floor should only be displayed in the 
existing tenancy directory in the Foyer.  On the upper floors, the use of 
freestanding signs where appropriate is preferred to wall or surface mounted 
signs to identify tenancies.  
 
Pictures and promotional material can be hung from picture rails throughout 
the building.  They should not be hung in the most significant spaces, 
including the foyers, staircase and significant rooms on the ground floor.  
They should not be hung on significant walls where they require new 
penetrations that could damage original building fabric.  
 

Are there possible locations for new toilets on the upper floors? 
CMP Section 
8.5.3 
 
Refer Figures 1.1 
-1.2 below 
 

Yes. New accessible toilets were recently installed on the ground floor in 
place of a store room, and on the second floor in place of a kitchen.  These 
toilets could be repeated in a similar location on the upper floors if required.  
However these upper floor spaces have recently been refurbished with new 
kitchens.  
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Can the existing toilets be upgraded? 
CMP Section 8.5.1 
 
Refer Figures 1.1 -
1.2 below 
 

The existing toilets that are accessed from the landings retain their original 
layout, and many of the original fixtures and finishes, including partitions and 
wall tiles.  These toilets are highly significant and should be conserved and 
maintained. They should not be converted to other uses. 
  
The main toilets and cloak rooms on the ground floor are of moderate 
significance.  They were upgraded in 1992-97 and retain some original 
features and are sympathetic to the original.   Any changes should retain the 
present layout and be of similar character. New toilets should be located in 
areas of lesser significance. 

    
Can the kitchens or tea rooms be upgraded or relocated? 
CMP Section 8.5.1 
 
Refer Figures 1.1 -
1.2 below 
 

Yes. The tea rooms at the south end of the building are not original, however 
should be retained for functional purposes.  The kitchens on the Ground and 
First floors could be upgraded. The kitchens on the upper levels (Third, Fourth 
and Fifth floors) have recently been upgraded.  However they are a suitable 
location for an accessible toilet as previously noted. New kitchens should be 
located in areas of lesser significance.  
 

Can the existing lifts be replaced and a new lift be installed? 
CMP Section 8.5.3 The existing lifts should be retained. The existing lift shafts should remain in 

use.  Lift Car 1 is original and should be retained in use.  Lift Car 2 may be 
upgraded or replaced, however the significance of the internal elements of the 
lift car should be further assessed and any significant elements should be 
retained.  A new lift car should retain the character and ambience of the 
existing which is sympathetic to the Foyer spaces that are of exceptional 
significance.    
 
It is preferable to investigate management options first before considering an 
accessible lift.  If such a new lift is required the heritage impact of various 
options and the location of a new lift should be investigated. 
 

Are the any constraints on internal lighting?  
CMP Section 8.5.6 Yes. Internal lighting should be achieved with minimum intervention in 

significance fabric. 
Significant spaces and ceilings should retain the same type of lighting fixtures 
(eg surface mounted) and significant fixtures should not be removed. 
Recessed down lights are not encouraged as they are unsympathetic to the 
significant building characteristics and ambience.   
 

Can new services such as electrical, computer or security be installed 
CMP Section 8.5.2 Yes. The introduction of new services and associated fittings as part of 

approved re-use programs should be carried out with the minimum of 
disruption to significant fabric, spaces and aesthetic qualities. 
 
Existing service openings, ducts, and routes should be investigated and 
reused wherever possible.  New penetrations should be avoided or 
minimised.  
 

Any building code (BCA) issues that impose constraints? 
CMP Section 8.5.3 In 2012 Science House underwent a major upgrade to improve accessibility, 

which included a new accessible entrance from the through site link, with 
accessible access from Gloucester Street. The upgrade also included an 
accessible toilet on the ground floor and ambulant toilets on two upper floors 
which could be repeated on floors above.  
 
The key issues anticipated for Science House are compliance with fire 
resistance, access and egress provisions, including lift and egress provisions, 
and equitable access and facilities.  It is essential that the cultural values of 
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the buildings and the overall complex are not degraded by uses that trigger 
inappropriate responses to meeting building code requirements. 

Moveable Heritage? 
CMP Section 8.4.8 
Appendix L 

A number of moveable heritage items associated with Science House are 
stored in the roof space of Science House. They should be assessed for 
display and use as part of the interpretation of Science House. 

 

1.2.4  Science House – Organising Principles 
 
The following diagrams show the Ground Floor and a Typical Upper Floor of Science 
House and Section to illustrate the key organising elements of the layout and the spatial 
hierarchy referred to in the FAQS.  They include the central circulation spaces including lift, 
stairs, corridors and toilets at mid landing that have exceptional to high significance.  They 
are in the same architectural vocabulary throughout the building.     
 
They diagrams also illustrate some principal constraints and opportunities referred to in the 
FAQS, including possible locations for toilets /kitchens. The significance of individual 
rooms is not shown on these plans (Refer to Section 6.1).   
 

 
Figure 1.1 Ground Floor – Key organising Elements of Layout 
Refer to Section 6.1 for a grading of the significance of individual spaces and 
building elements 
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Figure 1.2 Typical Upper Floor 2-5 (Level 5) – Key Organising Elements of Layout.  
Refer to Section 6.1 for a grading of the significance of individual spaces and 
building elements 

 
     
Figure 1.3 Cross Section – Hierarchy of Spaces  

NOTE: SIGNIFICANCE 
OF INDIVIDUAL ROOMS 
MAY VARY – 
REFER TO FLOOR 
PLANS 

CENTRAL CIRCULATION 
SPACES INCLUDING 
FOYERS/CORRIDORS, 
MAIN STAIRS, LIFT 
SPACES ARE 
EXCEPTIONAL 

 

FLOOR 6 AND 
ROOF STRUCTURE 
HIGH 

 

FLOOR 2-5: 
HIGH 

GROUND & FIRST: 
EXCEPTIONAL 
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2 Introduction 
 

 Context of the Report 2.1
 
This Conservation Management Plan (CMP) for Science House, 157-161 Gloucester 
Street, is based on a brief from the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority (the Foreshore 
Authority) to update the CMP for Science House that was prepared by PTW Architects in 
2010.  The brief was clarified in subsequent discussions with the Foreshore Authority. 
 
The 2010 CMP prepared by PTW Architects updated and re-structured a previous CMP for 
Science House prepared for the Foreshore Authority by HBO+EMTB (2006).  The 2010 
CMP was prepared to fit within the framework of The Rocks Heritage Management Plan 
(adopted February 2002). It was required to accord with the Template for CMPs prepared 
by the Foreshore Authority (2009).   
 
As required by the brief, this CMP update continues in the same framework and uses the 
2009 Template.  It aims to conform to the current guidelines of the New South Wales 
Heritage Council and has been prepared to a standard suitable for endorsement by the 
Heritage Council and adoption by the Foreshore Authority.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2.1 - Location of Science House 157-161 Gloucester Street, The Rocks1  

1
 Godden Mackay Logan Pty Ltd, The Rocks Heritage Management Plan, (2010), p.7. The Rocks Heritage 

Management Plan (RHMP) was adopted April 2010.  It may be accessed at: www.shfa.nsw.gov.au 

 

APPROXIMATE LOCATION OF 
SCIENCE HOUSE 
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 Objectives 2.2
The main objective of this CMP is to provide guidelines for the conservation, re-use, 
interpretation and management of Science House to ensure that the heritage values of the 
place are maintained and, where appropriate, enhanced.  

 Site Identification 2.3
Science House is located at 157-161 Gloucester Street, The Rocks. It is located at the 
south western corner of the intersection of Gloucester and Essex Streets (Figure 2.1 on 
previous page and Figure 2.2). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2.2 Science House as viewed from the intersection of Gloucester and Essex 
Streets 
 
The Science House site is known as Lot 1 in  DP 121922.  It has a site area of 556.4m2  as 
indicated on the land title2.  It is subject to a Draft Section 88B Plan for a right of access (to 
Cumberland Street) of variable width within Lot 1 DP in 1030181 and Lot 1 in DP 1130972.  
The site also has an easement for light and air 3m in width that affects DP 1158807 (ie it 
extends 3m into the rear yards of 182 -188 Cumberland St) (Figure 2.3). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2.3  Extract from Land Title Plan showing the Science House site (Lot 1 in DP 
121922) and adjacent lots 
Source : Foreshore Authority 

2 Foreshore Authority. Land in Lot 1 in DP 121922, registered 29 June1989 

PTW Architects - 14 -   
Report prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

                                                



Conservation Management Plan  
Science House  2015 

 Listings 2.4
 

2.4.1 Statutory Listings 
 
• Science House is listed on the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority’s Heritage and 

Conservation Register (s170 Register).  
• Science House forms an element of The Rocks Conservation Area, listed on the Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority’s Heritage and Conservation Register (s170 Register), listed 
October 2006. 

• Science House is listed on the NSW State Heritage Register as Science House, listing number 
01578, listed 10 May 2002. 

 

2.4.2 Community Listings 
 
• Science House is listed on the National Trust (NSW) Register, as Science House (also referred 

to as Sports House), listing number F9673 (Database), listed 1981. 
• Science House forms an element of The Rocks Urban Conservation Area, listed on the National 

Trust (NSW Register), listed 3 July 1978. 
• Science House is listed on the Register of National Estate (RNE) as Science House, listing 

number 2465 (Database), listed 21 October 1980 (Historic Classification - Non-statutory 
Archive).  

• Science House is listed on the Australian Institute of Architects Register of 20th Century 
Significant Buildings as Science House, listing number 4700626, listed 1973.  

 Building Description 2.5
Science House is an excellent example of the Inter War Commercial Palazzo style. The 
concrete encased steel structure comprises six floors and a roof level. The street facing 
facades are clad with sandstone at ground and first floors, while the upper floors are face 
brick. Window openings create a regular rhythm with rectangular steel frame windows and 
arched heads at ground floor and twin double hung six pane timber frame windows to the 
four floors above. The roof is tiled with projecting eaves and cornice onto the street 
frontage and some fenestrated roofed areas at the back. 
 
The ground floor consists of a foyer, library and reception areas and ancillary spaces with 
a small courtyard on the western side of the building. In the foyer there is a lift core and 
main stair immediately to the south providing access to four levels of offices and 
classrooms, while the roof level consists of offices, kitchen and living room and additional 
plant room and store rooms.  

 

 Methodology and Structure 2.6
This CMP has been prepared in accordance with guidelines outlined in The Burra Charter: 
the Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance, 2013, known as The 
Burra Charter; the NSW Heritage Division’s Guidelines on Conservation Management 
Documents, and James Semple Kerr's, The Conservation Plan (sixth edition) 2004.    
 
The Burra Charter establishes processes and principles for the conservation of an item.  
The NSW Heritage Manual explains and promotes the standardisation of heritage 
investigation, assessment and management practices in NSW. The key methodology of 
both documents is to identify the nature of any heritage significance as a basis for making 
decisions which will affect the future of the place.  
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The initial sections of the CMP provide an analysis of the site and buildings, based on 
documentary and physical evidence.  This analysis includes a historical summary, 
developing an understanding of the history of the site and place, together with a 
descriptive analysis of building components and elements.  
 
A grading of significant elements and spaces has been provided to identify their differing 
levels of contribution to the significance of Science House. 
 
The remaining sections address various management issues, and the role and objectives 
of the relevant heritage authorities.  They provide the framework for the formulation of the 
conservation policies and implementation guidelines. 

 Documentary and Photographic Sources 2.7
Information used in preparing this CMP was partly sourced from the CMPs prepared for 
the Foreshore Authority by HBO + EMBT Heritage Pty Ltd (2006) and prepared by Rod 
Howard and Associates (1991). 
 
Unless otherwise noted, all photographs were taken by PTW Architects in 2008 and 2014. 
Photographs were also sourced from the Science House CMP by HBO + EMTB 
(December 2005 - January 2006), taken by Ameera Mahmood and referred to as HBO 
2006. Plans and elevations of Science House were supplied by the Foreshore Authority. 
 
The history is from the Template prepared by the Foreshore Authority (2009) and the 
abovementioned CMPs prepared for the Foreshore Authority in 1991 and 2006.   
Conservation polices have been updated in 2014 and are mainly derived from the CMP 
(2006).  
 
Documentary and photographic sources consulted are listed in the Bibliography (Section 
10).  
 
All sources of information used throughout the report are referenced based on the 
information available and are gratefully acknowledged.  

 Terminology 2.8
The terminology used in this report, where referring to conservation processes and 
practices, follows the definitions as presented in The Burra Charter 2013. Article 1 of the 
Burra Charter gives the following definitions3: 
 
• Place means a geographically defined area. It may include elements, objects, spaces and 

views. Place may have tangible and intangible dimensions. 
 
• Cultural significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual value for past, 

present or future generations. Cultural significance is embodied in the place itself, its fabric, 
setting, use, associations, meanings, records, related places and related objects. Places may 
have a range of values for different individuals or groups.  

 
• Fabric means all the physical material of the place including elements, fixtures, contents and 

objects. 
 
• Conservation means all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural 

significance.  
 
• Maintenance means the continuous protective care of a place, and its setting. Maintenance is to 

be distinguished from repair which involves restoration or reconstruction. 

3 Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 2013, p. 2. 
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• Preservation means maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state and retarding 

deterioration. 
 
• Restoration means returning a place to a known earlier state by removing accretions or by 

reassembling existing elements without the introduction of new material. 
 
• Reconstruction means returning a place to a known earlier state and is distinguished from 

restoration by the introduction of new material.  
 
• Adaptation means modifying a place to suit the existing use or a proposed use. 
 
• Use means the functions of a place, as well as the activities and practices that may occur at the 

place. 
 
• Compatible use means a use which respects the cultural significance of a place. Such a 

use involves no, or minimal, impact on cultural significance. 
 
• Setting means the area around a place, which may include the visual catchment. 
 
• Related place means a place that contributes to the cultural significance of another place. 

 Authorship 2.9
This report was prepared by the following team: 
 
PTW Architects   Diane Jones (Executive Director)  

Karen Le Provost (Senior Architect) 
Julie Lien(Architectural Assistant) 
Moya Lum (Knowledge/Research Manager)  
 

Stephenson &  
Turner International    

Margaret Bergomi (Heritage Conservation 
Planner) 
 

Australian Museum  
Consulting 

Jennie Lindbergh (Senior Project Manager) 
Jenna Weston (Project Officer) 

 
PTW Architects would also like to acknowledge all who have provided input into the earlier 
CMPs and reports that are referred to in this report.  They also wish to acknowledge the 
assistance of Niall Macken, Miriam Stacy, Justin Hewitt, Taren Miller and Wayne Johnson 
from the Foreshore Authority. 
 

  Limitations 2.10
The aim of this report has been to update the CMP prepared by PTW Architects (2010) 
which was based on the earlier CMP prepared  by HBO+EMTB (2006).   Accordingly 
limited additional research or investigations were undertaken.  However the building was 
inspected in September and November 2014 to record any modifications that had occurred 
since 2010.  
 
Some additional research has been undertaken by AMBS to provide further understanding 
of the archaeological resources associated with the Science House site.  This report 
incorporates preliminary guidance regarding the future management of archaeological 
relics, features and deposits associated with the Science House site. 
 
As required by the brief, this CMP, including the set out and policies accords with the 
Template for CMPs prepared by the Foreshore Authority (2009).   
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3 Documentary Evidence 
 Thematic History 3.1

In order to better understand how Science House developed, this history has been 
approached thematically, offering multiple storylines to assist in understanding all of the 
cultural values of the place.  This approach can provide contextual patterns and 
associations (especially in relation to human activities in the environment), which would not 
be immediately obvious from a strictly descriptive or chronological approach. 
 
The NSW Heritage Division has developed a thematic framework for use in heritage 
assessment and management.  The thematic framework identifies thirty-eight principal 
themes.4  The organising principle for the thematic framework is the dynamism of human 
activity.  
 
The historical development of an area or item can be understood as occurring in a 
thematic way.  A physical illustration of this can be seen when we think about a landscape 
or building or arrangement of artefacts as a series of layers, each one representing a 
progressively earlier or later theme, or historical influence.  Thinking about a place in terms 
of themes can help us understand its significance.5 
 
Listed below are the State historical themes used in this history to guide research 
questions, interpret the history, and structure the narrative of the development of Science 
House within the context of the development of The Rocks. 
 
• Accommodation 
• Creative Endeavour 
• Defence 
• Education 
• Government and administration 
• Labour  
• Science 
• Social Institutions 
• Sport 
• Technology 
 
The following history documents the development of the site, the building, its components 
and a summary of the key themes. 
 

3.1.1 Development of The Rocks 
The Aboriginal people who lived along the coastal area of Sydney were called (erroneously 
by the Europeans) the Eora, or coastal Darug.  The Sydney area, including The Rocks, 
Darling Harbour and Pyrmont/Ultimo formed the territory of a “clan” (subgroup) known as 
the Cadigal.  Their word for The Rocks, or more specifically the shore where the hospital 
stood on George Street between Globe Street and Argyle Street, was Tallawolodah.  The 
peninsula of land which we now call Dawes Point was Tarra, and Sydney Cove itself was 
Warrang or Warrane.   
 

4 Both the Australian Heritage Commission (national) and the NSW Heritage Division (state) have identified 
themes for research relating to places of heritage significance. www.heritage.nsw.gov.au 
5 NSW Heritage Division, Heritage Information Series, Historical Research for Heritage, Baskerville, Bruce, 
(2000) p. 2. 
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The convict settlement (1788–1820) 
After the arrival of the Europeans in 1788 the upper ridges of The Rocks were quickly 
occupied by convicts who built rough huts to live in.  Along George Street, the Government 
built a hospital, dockyard and market place. At the northern end of The Rocks an 
observatory and, in 1791, a fort (Dawes Point Battery) were constructed.  In 1810 the 
streets of The Rocks were formalised and generally given the names they bear today. 
 
As the colony grew the rough convict huts were replaced by modest houses and a few 
mansions.  From the archaeological excavations that have been carried out over the past 
10 years it has become evident that the lives of the convicts were far different than the 
general view many people have.  These convicts were often tradespeople from Britain’s 
cities, and large numbers of political prisoners exiled after the Irish rebellion in the 1790s.   
 
As Sydney expanded in the 1790s the initial concentration of the colony’s occupants in 
The Rocks thinned out, with those remaining consolidating larger areas around them.  In 
1809 the Government instituted a system of town leases, and new arrivals to the area 
were forced to register the land they occupied and pay a fee to the colonial secretary.  
 

The port town (1800–1900) 
Following the opening up of Sydney to free settlement in 1822 the Government surveyed 
and issued titles to the land in The Rocks and other parts of Sydney.  Long-term occupants 
were granted title of ownership to their land.  As Sydney underwent a population boom 
after the assisted immigration and then the gold rushes between 1839 and the 1850s, 
many old-time occupants subdivided their lands, either selling off portions or else retaining 
them as landlords. 
 
From c.1810 the waterfront was extensively developed with wharves and warehouses, 
attracting merchants who built their houses, stores and shops along George and Argyle 
streets. 
 
By the late 19th century The Rocks had become run down and overcrowded. In 1900 an 
outbreak of bubonic plague in Sydney was a catalyst for a clean-up by the NSW 
Government.  Of the 103 deaths attributed to the plague, only three occurred in The 
Rocks.  The entire area was bought up, or resumed, by the Government’s Sydney Harbour 
Trust (after 1937 the Maritime Services Board) which then demolished hundreds of houses 
considered to be uninhabitable.  
 

Redevelopment (1900 – current) 
The newly formed State Government Housing Board designed and built workers housing 
in 1911–13 in a move to keep tighter control on the area.  Rows of new terrace-style 
houses were occupied by waterside workers and their families.  Shops, pubs and other 
commercial buildings were simultaneously constructed following the resumption.  In 1913, 
during the period of sub-urban expansion and the development of the ‘garden suburb’ 
ideal, Sydney Council opposed the construction of ‘unhealthy’ terrace housing. The First 
World War halted much of the Government’s redevelopment plans for the area and 
effectively stopped further demolition. 
 
Between the two world wars (1918–1939) little construction occurred in The Rocks. 
Notable exceptions were a few pubs (the Fortune of War and Glenmore), and some NSW 
Government offices (Housing Board, Dept. of Labour and Industry, State Clothing Factory).  
Some private factories were also built in The Rocks during this period (Playfair’s butchers, 
Bushell’s, Cadbury’s) and all relied on locally-based labour.  One of the last buildings to be 
designed and commenced was the new offices for the Maritime Services Board (MSB). 
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Construction was interrupted by World War II and the building was not completed until 
1953. The building now serves as the Museum of Contemporary Art.  
 
The construction of the Sydney Harbour Bridge between 1923 and 1932 saw the 
demolition of around 400 houses in Princes Street, Upper Fort Street and the western side 
of Cumberland Street.  Princes Street itself disappeared from the map.  
 
With the exception of the MSB, almost no development occurred in The Rocks between 
c1932–1970. More houses were demolished during the construction of the Cahill 
Expressway in 1956–7 and Little Essex Street (Brown Bear Lane) was removed.  The only 
other significant construction at this time was the Overseas Passenger Terminal at Circular 
Quay which was built between 1959 and 1962 and served as the post-war immigration 
gateway to Sydney.  
 
In the 1960s plans were drawn up to demolish all the buildings in The Rocks and build 
high-rise. Local residents, planners, historians and sociologists, with the support of the 
Builders Labourers Federation, opposed the redevelopment.  Between 1971 and 1973 the 
Government gave in to their demands. It was decided that The Rocks would be 
redeveloped in a mode sympathetic to the historic nature of the buildings, while still being 
economically viable.  Local residents were re-housed in the area, and the former Victorian 
residential terraces of George, Playfair, Gloucester and Harrington streets were converted 
to commercial uses.  The area south of the Cahill Expressway, referred to as the ‘sacrificial 
zone’, was redeveloped with high-rise commensurate with the rest of the city from 1979 
onwards. 
 

 Initial Development of the Site 3.2
 

In 1848, Fowles described Sydney as covering an area of more than 2,000 acres including 
Hyde Park and occupied by over 7,000 houses (Fowles 1848:5).  He also notes that ‘the 
poor sheds’ that were the nucleus of Sydney housing, were chiefly formed of rough boards 
nailed to a few upright posts, shabbily covered with bark (Fowles 1848:10).  Fowles does 
note that well built houses were replacing the poor huts.  The first brick building was 
erected in Sydney in 1790-1791.   
 
Between 1836 and 1840, Sydney experienced a period of dazzling, but false prosperity 
(Fowles 1848:50).  The development of the city block bounded by Cumberland, Essex, 
Gloucester and Grosvenor Streets (Science House sits on the South western corner of 
Gloucester and Essex Streets) has distinct phases of development and occupation on the 
block.  The study area occupies Lots 2, 3, 4 (part) and 7 of Section 64. Between 1836 and 
1839, Lots 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7 of section 64 were allocated as follows (Figure 3.1): 
 
• Allotment 5 granted to William Davis, 14 May 1836 
• Allotment 7 granted to Thomas Hancy, 2 December 1836 
• Allotment 2 & 4 granted to William Long, 22 June 1839 
• Allotment 3 granted to James Green, 23 September 1839 
• Allotment 2 transferred to Charles Arthur Billyard, 3rd November 1851 
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Figure 3.1 City Section Survey Plans 1833-1880 CRS 955 of Section 64 shows Lots 2, 
3 and 7, occupied by William Long, James Green and Thomas Hancy, later occupied 
by Science House.  
(Source: City of Sydney Archives) 
 
By 1831 part of the study area was already occupied.  Whether this was by the future 
grantees or later identified occupants is unknown.  By 1854 the study area became more 
densely occupied. The configuration of the houses changed after 1831. It is possible 
however, that the house on the corner of Essex and Cumberland Streets was extended, 
and an outside toilet added. 
 
Between 2010 and 2013 archaeological excavations at 188 Cumberland Street uncovered 
substantial remains of the rear rooms of a c1820s stone building (including a kitchen) on 
Thomas Hancy’s 1836 grant (Section 64 Lot 7).  Baker Thomas Hancy (1801-76) 
purchased a grant on site in 1829 from shipwright William Fiddler jnr. consisting of a 
cottage and land.  Fiddler had inherited the property from his father, William snr who had 
advertised a property in the same location for sale in 1810, consisting of an ‘American 
House”, a citrus orchard.   Hancy was still in residence in 1849. 
 
The 1855 Trig survey indicates the construction materials of the mid nineteenth century 
structures: buildings shaded pink were of brick, the yellow were stone and those coloured 
grey were constructed in timber. This indicates that the three main buildings on the site 
were of stone, with timber outhouses (Figure 3.2, 3.3).  
 
Contrary to the plans and maps, the Sands Directory extract indicates that the northern 
part of the Gloucester Street block, Nos. 157–169, remained unoccupied until 1864, when 
Nos. 159 and 161 were occupied.  This Sands Directory extract does not include the 
record of residents for the properties at 163-169 Gloucester Street. The records seem to 
indicate that there was little continuity of occupation or ownership of the properties until 
1868, when the Murphys occupied 157 Gloucester Street (Allotment 2) until at least 1880.  
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Figures 3.2 and 3.3.  The approximate site of Science House as shown on the 1855 -
1865 Trig Survey.  Note that the footpath is shown formed in the right hand plan, 
buildings and pencilled-in on the left hand plan. (Historical Atlas of Sydney) 
http://www.photosau.com/cosmaps/scripts/home.asp). 
 
By the 1880s there was a more regular pattern of occupation with a row of three terraces 
at 163–167 Gloucester Street. The corner block, Lot 2, 157-161, is vacant.  However, by 
1900, Lot 2 is identified as being occupied / owned by Elizabeth McEvoy. The land was 
resumed by the government in 1900, and remained Crown property until 1929 (Figure 3.4 
and 3.5). 
 
 

 
 

Figure 3.4  Darling Harbour Resumption Plan 1900 showing an approximation of Lot 
2 as still occupied by Elizabeth McEvoy (on the corner) (Source: Foreshore 
Authority). 
 

N 
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Figure 3.5 - SCA Map HP181, dated 1 May 1905 illustrates the land resumed by the 
Government in 1900. It also illustrates how neighbouring allotments have been 
merged to form larger allotments. (Source Orwell & Peter Philips Architects. 1996. 
The Rocks). 
 
The land remained Crown property until 16 September 1929, when the site was granted to 
the Royal Society of N.S.W, the Linnean Society of N.S.W and the Institution of Engineers 
for the purpose of erecting a building for the accommodation of those grantees and other 
significant bodies, with the condition that the building would not be mortgaged or leased 
out without consent of the Governor. Science House was built between 1930 and 1931 
(Figure 3.6).  

 

 
 
Figure 3.6 – August 1929 Plan by the Chief Surveyor, Sydney Harbour Trust 
“showing position of kerbs, width offsets to the building line and widths of present 
footways”. It illustrates a six storey building on the site with a brick and stone 
construction. This plan was most likely drawn up during construction of Science 
House as it indicates only six storeys when the additional storey was built in the 
final stage of construction in 1932. (Source: Foreshore Authority). 
 
  

N 

N
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Early photographs of the site show Essex Street to the west of Gloucester Street as a 
park. Land Title information dated 13 September 1940 identified the proprietor of Science 
House as the Royal Society of NSW.  On 16 September 1940 the nominated proprietor 
was the Institution of Engineers.   On 27 April 1971, the Sydney Cove Redevelopment 
Authority gave notice to resume the land, which was designated for a public road 
(Appendix A and B).  

 
The City Building Surveyors Detail Sheets 1949 shows the configuration of Science House 
and the surrounding sites with terraces located at the rear in a configuration similar to the 
present (Figure 3.7). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 3.7 - City Building Surveyors Detail Sheets 1949 shows Science House with 
terraces located at the rear. (Source: City of Sydney Archives) 
 
Although no evidence of lease or title information was found, a document published by the 
New South Wales Department of Sport and Recreation in 1979 states that its headquarters 
were established at Science House in 1978. A development application submitted to the 
City of Sydney Council for modification to the building also suggests that the building was 
occupied by the Department of Sport and Recreation in 1986.  
 
The property was then leased to the Australian Centre for Languages Pty Ltd on the 27 of 
September 1999.6 In 2010 the building was unoccupied. By 2014 the property was fully 
occupied.  The leaseholders (tenancies) comprised New York University (NYU) which 
occupied the ground, first, second and third floors.  The fourth floor contained four 
tenancies:  CPM Realty; Baseline Constructions; Aidacare Pty Ltd; and, Catalina 
Consultants.  Baseline Construction also occupied the fifth and sixth floors.   
 
A notable change to the configuration of the site and the surrounding land was the 
construction of a though site link between Cumberland Street and Gloucester Street, via 
an easement created on the adjoining land.  It was created as part of the redevelopment of 
that land. The easement allowed a new accessible entry to Science House to be 
constructed in 2012.  
  

6 HBO + EMTB CMP 2006 p12 

N 
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 Discussion 3.3
Analysis of the maps and plans, rather than detailed documentary research, indicates that 
the occupational history of the site, now occupied by Science House, developed from the 
earliest settlement of the colony.  The first phase is likely to be represented by a sparse 
collection of huts and / or tents, perhaps replaced by timber slab huts, and by the 1840s it 
is likely that brick buildings had replaced the timber huts.  By the turn of the century, 
Gloucester Street was populated by an assortment of housing, ranging from Georgian 
cottages to Victorian terraces (Figure 3.8). 
 

 
 
Figure 3.8 Gloucester Street, looking north from Grosvenor Street c1901.  Science 
House site, on the southwest corner of Gloucester and Essex Streets, is occupied 
by the buildings in the middle distance (State Library of Victoria b28053, Howard et 
al 1991:16). 
 
The documentary evidence indicates that following the initial colonial occupation of the site 
by tents and / or huts, there have been four distinct occupation phases. There appears to 
be a distinct change in the configuration of buildings on the site; 1831, 1854, 1880 and 
1900, prior to the construction of Science House.   
 
It is also worth noting that pre-1788 evidence of Aboriginal occupation and activities within 
the Sydney CBD has been identified during archaeological excavations in The Rocks area.  
There is therefore, some potential that evidence of Aboriginal activities may be present at 
the Science House site. 
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 History of the Occupation of the Site 3.4
An analysis of Sands Directory and Property Ownership records prior to the development 
of Science House, indicates that there were occupations and uses that were characteristic 
of the early history of the locality (Appendix A).   
 
These occupations and uses included: 
• trades such as iron founder, butcher; 
• marine occupations such as stevedore, mariner 
• small business activities such as storekeeper/ provision merchants, printer; and, 
• boarding houses. 
 
The opening of Science House in 1931 brought a new dimension to the locality, 
represented by a building of recognised architectural merit and its occupation by major 
scientific and professional organisations (Appendix C). 
 
3.4.1 The Three Societies 1931-1976  
From the documentary sources consulted (7 and 8), it is clear that the idea of a cooperative 
venture between the major scientific organisations in New South Wales operating from 
centralised headquarters and sharing certain facilities had been discussed as early as 
1890. On 7 May 1890, the President of The Royal Society of New South Wales, Professor 
A.L. Liversidge, in his address to the Society’s annual meeting expressed a wish for 
improved accommodation, stating that a central premises for the learned societies was 
desired - a “modest edition of Burlington House, Piccadilly” (occupied since 1857 by a 
collection of scientific organisations).  
 
Lack of finance prevented the realisation of this venture, although many proposals were 
raised from 1914 onwards. 
 
In the mid 1920s the push for an alliance between scientific bodies in Sydney grew. 
Encouraged by the erection of the Allied Societies Trust Building in Collins Place, 
Melbourne by the Royal Victorian Institute of Architects and the Institution of Engineers, 
The Royal Society of NSW, the Institution of Engineers, Australia, and the Linnean Society 
of NSW decided to build a home for the leading scientific and technical bodies in the State. 
These three organisations formed a joint committee in 1926 to pursue the matter. 
 
A request was made to the NSW Government for a block of land to build Science House. 
The request was favourably received and the site at the southwest corner of Gloucester 
and Essex Streets was selected. Several two-storey residential terraces stood on the site 
which had previously been resumed for the construction of the city (circle) railway and the 
southern approach to the Harbour Bridge. The land was granted by an Act of Parliament in 
1928 for the purpose of erecting Science House9 (Appendix C). 
  
An architectural competition was then held by the Institute of Architects of New South 
Wales in 1928 for the design of a new building and the appointment of an architect.  
The building was to include two halls to seat two hundred and fifty people, a library, 
meeting rooms, offices as well as ancillary spaces. George J Oakeshott, Howard Joseland 
and John L Berry were appointed to judge the 33 entries admitted for the competition. 
 
On 21 November 1928 the competition judges announced that the first prize of 250 pounds 
had been awarded to Peddle Thorp and Walker. Second place, with a premium of 150 
pounds, went to Leith C McCredie and the third, with 100 pounds, to John Crust. Three 

7  Science House CMP, HBO + EMTB CMP 2006 
8 Science House, Conservation Plan, R. Howard and D. White, 1991 
9 Science House Grant Act. Act No.9,1928, Assented to, 16 June 1928 
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other designs received commendations. All of the competition entries were exhibited in 
Sydney following the announcement of the results. 
 
On 24 June 1930 a foundation stone was laid by the NSW Governor, Sir Philip Game and 
the ceremony was attended by several scientific groups (some of whom later became 
tenants of the building). They included the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, 
the Australian National Research Council, the Institute of Optometrists, the Institution of 
Surveyors NSW, the Standards Association of Australia NSW, Rod Fishers’ Association, 
the Institute of Architects of NSW, the Australian Chemical Institute, the Australasian 
Association for the Advancement of Science, the Wireless Institute of NSW, the 
Pharmaceutical Society of NSW and the daily and technical press. 

 
The building was officially opened on 7 May 1931 by Governor Game. 
 

To mark the occasion a series of lectures on scientific subjects was conducted and an 
impressive display of scientific and technical exhibits which took up two floors of 
Science House was organised by the owner- occupier societies. The exhibition covered 
all the main branches of science and technology including geology, botany, zoology, 
physics, chemistry, agriculture, astronomy, surveying and architecture. 
 

In 1932, Science House received the newly created Sulman Award (Medal) of the Institute 
of Architects of NSW under the award category of a public building.  The building was 
described at the time as the headquarters of the three societies, ‘the tenants being 
confined to kindred organisations, such as the Royal Australian Institute of Architects’10.   
 
The growing activities of the societies’ and their tenants, especially the Institution of 
Engineers and the Standards Association, made demands on the existing spaces in the 
building. During the 1940s, the Science House Extensions Committee was convened; 
World War II halted their plans until 1948 when the committee was re-established to 
investigate the pressing need for new accommodation and the means of financing such 
extensions and improvements which included: 
 
• hall to seat 300 persons 
• stage and dressing rooms 
• improved supper facilities 
• facilities for functions, etc 
• toilet amenities, showers, etc 
• equipment for scientific experiments (gas, water, power, etc) 
• public address system 
• projection box with complete equipment for slides, films, etc 

 
In 1953 Peddle Thorp and Walker designed a three storey addition with similar 
architectural elements to the original design but the plans were abandoned due to the 
financial constraints of the owner institutions. In 1954, the Science House Extensions 
Committee was dissolved.  The three societies occupied the building until 1976, when they 
had to vacate the building following its resumption in 1970 by the Sydney Cove 
Redevelopment Authority (SCRA). 
 
3.4.2 1976 – Present  
In 1978 an administrative headquarters of State sporting associations was established in 
Science House. The Department of Sport and Recreation leased and operated the building 
giving offices to many sporting organisations. The large hall on the ground floor was used 
as an auditorium for talks. The building housed 11,000 books, journals and also 1000 films 
covering many areas of sports. In 1982 a Hall of Champions (including a Sports Museum) 

10 Art in Australia. 15 November 1935, p80 
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was set up within the building in order to commemorate outstanding sportsmen and 
women from New South Wales. 
 
In 1980 the then Director of the Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority, Dr. Magee, 
suggested that a possible extension of Sports House (as was then known) be considered 
to allow the development of a Public Service administrative block to accommodate the 
Department of Sport and Recreation. 
 
In 2005 Science House was occupied by Australian Centre for Languages (ACL) and 
Curtin University. ACL was a private institution that provided English language courses to 
international students. In 2010 the building was unoccupied. 
 
By 2014 the property was fully occupied. The leaseholders (tenancies) comprised New 
York University (NYU) which occupied the ground, first, second and third floors.  The 
fourth floor contained four tenancies: CPM Realty; Baseline Constructions; Aidacare 
Pty Ltd; and, Catalina Consultants.  Baseline Constructions also occupied the fifth and 
sixth floors.  
     

 Development of Building Components 3.5
 
The following summary of the development of the building, modifications, additions and 
alterations has been compiled from previous development applications, measured 
drawings and file records held by the Foreshore Authority.  
(Appendix B - Chronology of Important Events, Appendices D to J - Early Plans of 
Science House). 
 
• 1929: Science House was designed as a five storey building (refer to Appendix D, 1929 plans by 

Peddle Thorp and Walker). 
• 1931: During construction, in 1931, another level was added.  
• 1931-1971 The building remained intact, with the exception of the installation of a few internal 

partitions in 1971 (recorded by a student survey (refer to Appendix E, 1971 plans by students at 
University of New South Wales)).  

• 1970-1980: A number of roof mounted signs that detrimentally affected the appearance of the 
building were installed (Figures 3.9 and 3.10, following page). 

• 1982: During the building’s period as “Sports House” extension of the “Hall of Champions” on 
the first floor was undertaken in 1982. This alteration involved partitioning of the room now 
known as the Student Common Room to smaller rooms, and the installation of bulkhead ceilings 
for services upgrades. (Appendix F, 1982 plans submitted to Council by the Public Works 
Department of New South Wales). 

• 1991-1997: Correspondence files and drawings at the Foreshore Authority indicate that staged 
works were undertaken during this period. Restoration works that were documented in 1991 
included the removal of the Sports House sign to reveal the original Science House sign below. 
Drawings reveal work was undertaken in the two Male and Female cloakrooms on the ground 
floor.  Original fabric, such as ceiling and some fittings, was removed. A fire stair that was added 
in the south western corner of the building was recorded by Rod Howard and David White in the 
Science House CMP 1991. This stair was installed in a space which was previously a courtyard. 
This stair enclosure rose to the roof level and altered the western elevation. 

• 1992:  Correspondence held by the Foreshore Authority reveals that a new lift car was installed 
in the north lift shaft. Other works included the fire services upgrades, asbestos removal and the 
addition of new doors - some doors replicating the old style. 
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Figure 3.9 –Science House from the 
corner of Gloucester and Essex Street 
looking towards south west, showing 
roof mounted signage. (Note the 
absence of trees on Gloucester Street). 
“The Rocks Sydney, 1970 Photographic 
record - 210”. Foreshore Authority, 
12/01/06. 

Figure 3.10 –Science House from Essex 
Street looking towards south east, 
showing roof mounted signage. “The 
Rocks Sydney, 1980 Photographic record 
- 213”. Foreshore Authority, 12/01/06. 

 
• 1995: Repair work to external windows, removal of the chimney, upgrade for additional hydraulic 

services and fire services, and the installation of air conditioning were undertaken. These works 
are documented in the 1997 construction drawings (Appendix G - Plans by Rod Howard and 
David White Architects 1996).  However were carried out in 1995 as an early stage of 
construction. The addition of a second fire stair in the courtyard modified the western façade 
once again. 

 
• 1997: A significant amount of services upgrading was undertaken which included electrical, 

mechanical and hydraulic services alterations (Appendix H - 1997 Plans). Much of the ground 
floor remained intact with the exception of some new finishes. The first to third floors had 
partitioning installed, including the previous library on the first floor where larger spaces were 
converted to smaller classrooms, plant rooms and tearoom, while larger offices were subdivided. 
The fourth floor had several partitions removed to make larger rooms while the fifth floor 
remained relatively intact with some minor partitioning added. The sixth floor, or roof level, 
changed with the addition of large plant rooms and a fire escape corridor to the north and east of 
the building. These are not seen from the street front as the works were set back from the 
building edge. To the west a balcony and pergola was built in a modern idiom which altered the 
western elevation. Floor finishes at all levels were changed and new ceilings added to rooms 
during services upgrades. (The work that was undertaken next to significant heritage fabric 
during this phase replicated the original fabric and was difficult to identify as a later modification 
during site inspections.) 

 
• 2005:  Survey plans showed that a small amount of partitioning had been installed between 

1997 and 2005 (Appendix J, 2002 plans by Watson Buchan Consulting Surveyors). It 
occurred in the areas of the north west corner of second floor, to the south east corner of the 
building on third floor, to the east of fourth floor and to the east and west of fifth floor.   

 
• 2009: Partition walls from 1997 modifications were removed on the first, second and fourth 

floors. 
 
• 2012-2014: Changes to the ground floor introduced a new accessible entrance at the southern 

end of the building via a through site link on the adjoining site.  Toilet facilities were upgraded on 
the ground floor by converting an existing office to ladies toilet, shower and baby change room.  
Two existing kitchens on the first and second floors were converted to ambulant uni-sex toilets 
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on the first and second floors.  The existing kitchens in the same location on the third, fourth and 
fifth floors were upgraded.  New metal framed glazed partitions were added on the second floor 
at the southern end, and to subdivide an existing office into three rooms on the third floor.   
Multiple tenancies required additional partitioning on the fourth floor, including a fitout in 
‘contemporary’ style at the southern end to suit a realty company.  This change included the 
replacement of carpet with timber patterned vinyl flooring, new plasterboard full height and door 
height partitions and ceiling bulkheads, including a stepped (or vaulted) section at the reception 
area of the tenancy.   
 

Refer to Section 4.3  for plans showing modifications of Science House up to 2002 
prepared by HBO+EMTB Heritage Pty Ltd using 2002 Plans of Science House by Watson 
Buchan Consulting Surveyors (Ref 02/0519) for Australian Centre for Languages 
(Appendix J). 
 
Refer to Section 4.3 for modification to Science House from 2002-2014. 

 Historic Themes  3.6
 
Relevant thematic associations arising from the history of Science House and its site are 
summarised in the following table and are discussed in the following table. 
 
 
Aust  
Historic 
Theme 

State Historic 
Theme 

Notes  Associations to 
Science House 

Comments 

Developing 
local, 
regional 
and 
national 
economies 

Science 
 

Activities 
associated with 
systematic 
observations, 
experiments and 
processes for the 
explanation of 
observable 
phenomena 

The three institutions: the 
Royal Society of New 
South Wales, the Linnean 
Society and the Institution 
of Engineers Australia 
furthered a range of 
scientific disciplines. 

Major theme 

Developing 
Australia’s 
cultural life 

Social 
Institutions 
(associated with 
organised social 
activities) 

Activities and 
organisational 
arrangements for 
the provision of 
social activities 

The Royal Society of New 
South Wales, the Linnean 
Society and the Institution 
of Engineers Australia 
activities included many 
social gatherings such as 
lectures and exhibitions. 
Members of the public were 
encouraged to attend these 
events. 

Major theme 

Educating Education 
 

Activities 
associated with 
teaching and 
learning by children 
and adults, formally 
and informally. 

Science House has a 
continuing association with 
learning and learned 
societies such as the Royal 
Society of New South 
Wales, the Linnean Society 
and the Institution of 
Engineers Australia. Later 
occupants including the 
ACL and NYU (which 
currently occupies four 
levels) have provided a 
continuation of this theme.  

Major theme 
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Aust  
Historic 
Theme 

State Historic 
Theme 

Notes  Associations to 
Science House 

Comments 

Developing 
Australia’s 
cultural life 

Creative 
endeavour 
 

Activities 
associated with the 
production and 
performance of 
literary, artistic, 
architectural and 
other imaginative, 
interpretive or 
inventive works; 
and/or associated 
with the production 
and expression of 
cultural 
phenomena; and/or 
environments that 
have inspired such 
creative activities. 

Excellent example of the 
Inter war Commercial 
Palazzo in Sydney. 

Major theme 

Governing Government 
and 
administration  
(Activities 
associated with 
departmental 
offices) 

Activities 
associated with the 
governance of local 
areas, regions, the 
State and the 
nation, and the 
administration of 
public programs – 
includes both 
principled and 
corrupt activities. 

Government played a major 
role in land resumptions, 
granting land and enacting 
legislation for the purpose 
of Science House and the 
use by the three societies, 
without which Science 
House would not have 
been built or endured.  

Major theme 

Governing Government 
and 
administration  
(Activities 
associated with 
departmental 
offices) 

Activities 
associated with the 
governance of local 
areas, regions, the 
State and the 
nation, and the 
administration of 
public programs – 
includes both 
principled and 
corrupt activities. 

Used by the Department of 
Sport and Recreation from 
1978 to 1991. 

Minor theme 

Working Labour 
 

Activities 
associated with 
work practises and 
organised and 
unorganised labour 

The theme of labour is 
reflected in the building’s 
association with the green 
bans during the 1970s. 
Science House was one of 
many buildings that were 
resumed by the Sydney 
Cove Authority and planned 
to be demolished prior to 
the green bans. 

Minor theme 

Governing Defence 
 

Activities 
associated with 
defending places 
from hostile 
takeover and 
occupation 

In 1942 an air raid shelter 
was built in the small hall 
on the ground floor of 
Science House.  

Minor theme 
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Aust  
Historic 
Theme 

State Historic 
Theme 

Notes  Associations to 
Science House 

Comments 

Developing 
Australia’s 
cultural life 

Sport 
(Activities 
associated with 
organised 
recreational and 
health 
promotional 
activities) 

Activities 
associated with 
organised 
recreational and 
health promotional 
activities 

The Department of Sport 
and Recreation occupied 
the building from 1978 to 
1991. The department 
promoted sports activities 
and created a Hall of 
Champions within the 
building to commemorate 
sporting icons. There was a 
museum displaying items 
associated with sport. The 
exhibits for the Hall of 
Champions have been 
relocated to the State 
Sports Centre at 
Homebush. 

Minor theme 
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4 Physical Evidence 
The aim of this section is to describe Science House in detail in order to facilitate the 
understanding of the existing place.  The place itself is a good source of information on the 
number of changes that have been carried out during its lifetime.  This section builds on 
the evidence outlined in the previous section to note the physical changes that have taken 
place over time in order to understand why, when and how these alterations were made. 

 Street and Streetscape Description 4.1

Science House, No 157-161 Gloucester Street, is located within the southern precinct of 
The Rocks, on the western side of Gloucester St, close to the Cahill Expressway. The 
southern precinct is occupied by a mix of old and new buildings including terraces, early 
warehouses and modern commercial high rise buildings.   

The land falls from the western precinct to the east with many narrow streets, lanes and 
stairs offering views to and from the harbour (Figure 4.1 and 4.2). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 4.1 View of Science House from 
Essex Street looking southwest (2014). 

Figure 4.2 View of north facade of 
Science House looking southeast from 
intersection of Essex and Cumberland 
Streets (2010). 
 

 
Science House is located close to Sydney’s main tourist attractions, such as the Sydney 
Opera House and Sydney Harbour Bridge. The Rocks itself is a major tourist destination 
valued for its buildings, streetscapes, topography, landform and landscape that display 
Sydney’s historic past and present. The precinct contains a variety of buildings that differ in 
scale character and contain a variety of uses that reflect the changing patterns of 
settlement and demographics of the area.  
 
Many of those who currently live in the area are tourists or overseas workers on short 
stays.  Commercial and retail users occupy the majority of the buildings. The Stamford 
Apartments, which was constructed c2010 and adjoins Science House to the south, 
provides immediate evidence of changing demographics, bringing a new ‘inner city’ 
residential population to the locality.  
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4.1.1 Views and Vistas 
 
Approached from the south, Science House comes into view as part of a streetscape of 
historic buildings on Cumberland and Gloucester Streets, with the exception of the 
adjoining Stamford Apartments building. The high rise section of the new building is set 
back from the Gloucester Street frontage, which allows Science House to be appreciated 
as part of a streetwall of buildings of relatively uniform height (Figures 4.3 and 4.4). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 4.3 View from Gloucester Street 
on approach to Science House from the 
south, showing streetwall of relatively 
uniform height (2014). 

Figure 4.4 View from Gloucester Street 
close to Science House showing main 
entrance and base of building toward the 
Essex Street corner (2014). 

Being at the southernmost end of The Rocks precinct, Science House is located at the 
interface between the lower scaled buildings of The Rocks and the high rise buildings of 
the Sydney CBD.  Therefore in views from Essex and Cumberland Streets to the north, 
Science House appears against a backdrop of high rise buildings in close proximity 
(Figure 4.5).  

The steeply falling topography from west to east gives the north east end of the building a 
landmark presence in views from the lower part of Essex Street (Figure 4.6). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 4.5 View from corner of Essex 
and Cumberland Street, showing early 
buildings including Science House, 
against the backdrop of high rise 
buildings of the Sydney CBD (2014). 

Figure 4.6 View from eastern end of 
Essex Street, with Science House a 
prominent element in the streetscape 
(Source: SkyscraperCity.com. Dec 2014). 
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The blank north western wall of Science House assists the setting of the adjacent heritage 
buildings on Essex and Cumberland Street.  It allows their small scale, form and roof line 
to be appreciated against a relatively neutral backdrop.   
 
Immediate views from the upper levels of building itself include the view to the small 
lightwell at the rear of Science House.  An emerging view is of the excavations at 188 
Cumberland Street that adjoin the rear of the subject site.  This view will also be 
appreciated from the through site link between Cumberland and Gloucester Streets that 
was constructed as part of the development of the Stamford Apartments.  
 
In addition, there are views to/from Science House from the Harbour Bridge approaches 
(Bradfield Highway), Observatory Hill (National Trust Building) which are directly to the 
west (Figures 4.7- 4.10).   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 4.7. View at the of rear (west) of 
Science House showing connection 
with adjoining building and through site 
link from Cumberland Street to 
Gloucester Street (2014). 

Figure 4.8 View directly west from the 
sixth floor of Science House across the 
Bradfield Highway to The National Trust 
(NSW) heritage building and the buildings 
forming the high rise edge of the Sydney 
CBD to the south (2014). 

 
 
 

 
Figure 4.9 View from the sixth floor of 
Science House to the excavations at 
188 Cumberland Street that 
immediately adjoin the through site 
between Cumberland and Gloucester 
Streets to the south (2014). 

Figure 4.10 View from the fourth floor of 
Science House to the small service 
courtyard, roof of enclosed fire passage 
and the courtyard of the adjoining 
property beyond (2014).  
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 Building Description 4.2
 
Science House is constructed of concrete encased steel frame structure comprising six 
floors and a roof level. The building was described in Art in Australia, a major periodical of 
the time of its construction, as follows: 
 

 ‘designed in a modified Florentine style, the lower floors being faced with Hawkesbury 
Sandstone, above which the walls are textured plastic brick of a warm red colour, relieved 
with polychrome frieze and eaves11’.  

 
This architectural expression is categorised today as characteristic of the Interwar 
Commercial Palazzo style12:  

 
‘Materials are traditional stone, brick and tile as befits this established mode: a rusticated 
sandstone base is surmounted by four floors of deep red textured bricks and a Roman tile 
hipped roof. Bronze metalwork and terracotta ornament are applied judiciously over the 
exterior’.13  

 
Window openings create a regular rhythm with rectangular steel frame windows and 
arched heads at ground floor and twin double hung six pane timber frame windows to the 
four floors above. The western and southern elevations facing neighbouring properties are 
both devoid of penetrations or detail. 
 
The building’s main entrance is located at the ground floor along Gloucester Street. The 
double door entrance is defined by a larger arch with decorative embellishment over. The 
entrance leads to an entry vestibule at ground floor with two sets of double doors leading 
into the entrance foyer which is lined with Queensland and Italian walnut timber panelling 
and ‘Cudgeong marble’ and ‘Mudgee marble’ on the floor.14 Beyond is a ‘cruciform’ shaped 
circulation space15.  
 
The ground floor consists of a foyer, library and reception areas and ancillary spaces with 
a courtyard on the western side of the building. In the foyer there is a lift core and main 
stair immediately to the south providing access to four levels of offices and classrooms 
while the roof level consists of offices, kitchen and living room and additional plant rooms 
and store rooms. 
 
Between floors, there is a hierarchy in the organisation of the internal spaces which mirror 
the distinctions expressed in the exterior between the solid base and the levels above: 
 

• The Ground and First Floor contain the major spaces and are the public face of the 
building; and 

• Floors Two to Five generally contain smaller rooms that are ancillary to the main floors and 
performed associated functions such as offices and meeting rooms; and 

• The detailing of building elements and finishes which distinguish the lower two floors from 
the more simply detailed levels above.  

 

11 Art in Australia 15 Nov 1935, p81 
12 Apperly R et al 1994 Identifying Australian Architecture, p168-171  
13 A.Metcalf, 1997. Architecture in Transition, the Sulman Award, p62 
14Building, April 13, 1931,p55 
15Contemporary description of Science House. IEA Journal Vol 2. 1930 and Vol.3 1931 
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In addition, on each floor, there is a hierarchy of spaces and finishes that has established 
the relative importance of rooms and spaces: 
 

• The foyers and lifts and stairs form the principle organising element around which services 
were placed and corridors led to north to south;  

• The importance of the central foyer spaces and corridors is reflected in the higher quality of 
finishes compared with the rooms;   

• The larger rooms were located generally at the northern end of the building, including 
spaces that were used as classrooms or meeting rooms on the upper level, some of which 
had superior finishes, such as ornamented ceilings.   

 
Later modifications have opened up the spaces at the ends of the southern end on the 
upper floors, some of which have been reconfigured at different times.  However the 
original spatial organisation is still largely intact and is an important component of the 
building’s significance.  Together with the hierarchy of finishes it contributes to the 
character and ambience of spaces within the building that clearly express the period of its 
construction.  The current layout is illustrated in the following diagrams (Figures 4.11 -
4.21). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4.11 Ground Floor Plan of Science House, 2014 nts (PTW Architects) 
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Figure 4.12 First Floor Plan of Science House, 2014 nts (PTW Architects) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4.13 Second Floor Plan of Science House, 2014 nts (PTW Architects)  
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Figure 4.14 Third Floor Plan of Science House, 2014 nts (PTW Architects) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4.15 Fourth Floor Plan of Science House, 2014 nts (PTW Architects) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PTW Architects - 39 -   
Report prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 



Conservation Management Plan  
Science House  2015 

 
 
 
Figure 4.16 Fifth Floor Plan of Science House, 2014 nts (PTW Architects) 
 
 

 
 
 
Figure 4.17 Sixth  Floor Plan of Science House, 2014 nts (PTW Architects) 
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Figure 4.18 East Elevation, 2009 (Source: Foreshore Authority) 
 

 
 
 

 
Figure 4.19 North Elevation, 2009 (Source: Foreshore Authority) 
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Figure 4.20 West Elevation, 2009 (Source: Foreshore Authority)  
 

 
 
Figure 4.21 – South Elevation, 2009 (Source: Foreshore Authority)  
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 Identification of Fabric Development  4.3
 
4.3.1 External Fabric 
The exterior of Science House is markedly intact, as borne out by comparison with early 
photographs.  Few changes are evident, especially on the main facades facing Gloucester 
and Essex Streets.  The southern end of the building adjoins a recently constructed 
through site link and high rise building.  The west side, set behind low scaled early 
buildings fronting Cumberland Street. is more altered, with fire stairs added and windows 
inserted around a small courtyard (Figures 4.22 - 4.29). 
   
The various works to the exterior are tabulated in chronological order in Section 4.3.3 and 
illustrated graphically on the plans in Section 4.3.4.  
 

External Fabric 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 4.22  Science House 1935 
Source: AIA - Art in Australia 
(15 Nov 1935, p80)  

Figure 4.23 Science House 2009 
Source: Foreshore Authority (Monique 
Galloway) 

External Fabric – Detail Photographs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 4.24 Main Entrance, Gloucester 
Street. Source: AIA - Art in Australia 
(15 Nov 1935, p81) 

Figure 4.25 Main Entrance, Gloucester 
Street (2005).  Doorway and entrance 
remains intact.  Signage has been 
applied either side which includes the 
Sulman Award (Medal). 
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Figure 4.26 Gloucester Street Elevation 
(2005). The sandstone faced entry 
remains intact with wall mounted bronze 
lamps. Since 2005 only the signage 
plates have changed.  

Figure 4.27 Gloucester / Essex Streets 
Corner (2005). The strong sandstone 
base terminating in an ornamented 
projecting course remains intact.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Figure 4.28 Gloucester Street façade 
(2005) Other key elements of the façade 
include the variegated brickwork with 
ornamented frieze and cornice, including 
terra cotta panels with acanthus leaves 
and central medallions. Colours include 
the ‘Della Robbia’ blue characteristic of 
the Florentine influence16.  
 
The projecting eaves and cornice were 
repaired in 1984. 

Figure  4.29 Accessible Entrance (2012) 
An accessible entrance was made 
possible at the southern end of the 
building via a through site link on the 
adjoining site between Cumberland and 
Gloucester Streets  
 

 
 
4.3.2 Internal Fabric 
The major spaces on the Ground and First Floor, as well as the circulation spaces and 
original stair throughout the building, retain a high degree of intactness.  Changes to a 
number of rooms on the upper floors are evident, mainly due to the removal or relocation 
of partitions.  However all floors retain sufficient of their original room layouts, functions 
and detailed elements to demonstrate their original character and ambience (Figures 4.30 
- 4.35).   
  

16 Exemplified in the Medallions by Andrea della Robbia, Loggia, Foundlings Hospital, Florence (c1490).  
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Internal Fabric 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 4.30  Auditorium (Lecture Hall) 
during a conference c1940 
Source: trove.nla.gov.au 

Figure 4.31 The Auditorium (2014).  Little 
change is evident with the exception of 
the lighting and AC supply in the ceiling 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 4.32 Room 407 North Wall 1932 
Key elements of typical rooms on upper 
floors: skirtings, pictures rails 
Source: trove.nla.gov.au 

Figure 4.33 Similar Room Fourth Floor 
2006 
Key elements remain intact, including 
the distinction between wall colours 
above and below the picture rail.  
Source: Foreshore Authority/ 
HBO+EMTB  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Figure 4.34 Major spaces on lower 
levels, such as Foyer, remain highly 
intact 

Figure 4.35 Corridors and circulation 
spaces, a key element on all levels, 
remain highly intact 
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4.3.3 Fabric Development 1931-2014 
  

Summary of Fabric Development 1931 – 2014 
Year/Type Detailed Description 

1931 
Photograph of building 
progress dated 4/11/1930 
from Rod Howard and 
David White Science 
House CMP 1991  

Additional floor added during original construction. 

1971 
Measured Drawings by 
Student of the School of 
Architecture, UNSW 
accessed from the 
Mitchell Library Sydney 

Ground Floor: No work 
First Floor Plan: No work 
Second Floor Plan 
North eastern area 

- Existing partition demolished at north eastern corner 
East area 

- Walls demolished in central space 
Third Floor Plan: No work 
Fourth Floor Plan 
East area 

- Walls demolished at central space 
Fifth Floor Plan: No work 
Sixth Floor Plan / Roof 
South western area 

- New room at south western corner 

1982 
Development Application 
from the Sydney City 
Council 

Ground Floor 
- Reception desk removed, new plant equipment in the lightwell/courtyard 

First Floor Plan 
- Extension to Hall of Champions (adjacent to lifts and extends to west 

side of building) work includes plasterboard partitions, curtain tracks 
removed, new ducted skirtings and removed light fittings, bulkheads for 
A/C, concrete floor to western side,  

- New Audio visual room with plasterboard partitions, tiered seating,  
- New store rooms to east side of building adjacent to Audio Visual Room 

and north western corner of building 
Remaining Floors: No work 

1991 
Drawings by Rod Howard 
and David White 
Architects on restoration 
work 

The following restoration work was undertaken in 1991 for the eastern elevation 
(extracted from Rod Howard David White Architects) 

- Repair work of existing roof tiles 
- Restoration of embossed terracotta panels on the external attic level 
- Repair of window joinery after the removal of A/C units  
- Replacement of fretted stone panels to the base of northern wall 
 

The following restoration work was undertaken in 1991 for the northern elevation 
- Repair and replace gutter linings and rainwater goods 
- Restoration of damaged spandrel panels to steel windows 
- Removal of later name plate to expose original signage at entry 
- Reinstatement of pantile course above cornice to match original details 
- Repair and rehanging of timber window sashes generally 
- Repair damaged stone work, repointing of mortar joints and cleaning of 

stonework 

1991 
Rod Howard and David 
White Science House 
CMP 1991 – p.16 

Record of stair to south west corner built and removal of windows to the 
enclosure. 
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Summary of Fabric Development 1931 – 2014 
Year/Type Detailed Description 

1992 
Construction drawings 
from Rod Howard of 
Ground floor cloakrooms 

Dwg A21 
New hot and cold water  
New soap dispenser 
New waste pipe 
New towel dispenser 
Replace damaged drummy tiles 
Dwg A26 
New drain waste 
New ceiling 

1992 
Correspondence 
 
Fire upgrade 
correspondence 

Asbestos removal by Bayside Group Holdings Pty Ltd 
Lift car 1 between 1931-1984 to southern shaft while Lift car 2 auto lift installed 
1984 
Door leafs also new, to Rod Howard architects’ documentation 

1995 
Maintenance program  
Photos accessed from 
Foreshore Authority files 

Figure (4.18) - Alterations to western façade 
Figure (4.19) - North east façade window sashes removed for repair 
Drainage to toilet, drainage to kitchen 
Window sashes repaired 
Completed steel beam installation 
Fire proofing of beams 
A/C ducts installation 
Fire stair L1 & L2 construction 
Plinth to A/C plant 
Existing chimney removal 
Removal of existing roof for new fire passage 
Typical service rough in and bulkhead framing L3 

1992-1997 
Construction Drawings by 
Peddle Thorp and Walker 

Ground Floor Plan 
Auditorium 

- New floor access panels 
- New tongue and grooved timber floor 
- New louvered grille to Dais 
- New curtain rod 
- Power and lighting modifications 

Bio Box 
- New linoleum 
- Power and lighting modifications 

Store Room (Back of Auditorium) 
- New concrete floor 
- New hydraulic pit 
- New partitioning 
- Mechanical Air penetrations 

Kitchen 
- Existing bench and sink removed 
- New timber tongue and grooved floor 
- New linoleum 
- Infill masonry wall to window 
- New hydraulic penetrations 
- New access panel 
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Summary of Fabric Development 1931 – 2014 
Year/Type Detailed Description 

1992-1997 
Construction Drawings by 
Peddle Thorp and Walker 
(cont.) 

Ante Room 
- New fire hydrant cupboard 
- Power and lighting modifications 

Female Cloak Room 
- New concrete floor 
- Ceramic tile to floor 
- New access panel 
- New water meter 
- New hydraulic penetrations 
- New floor waste 

Entry 
- New mat to recess 

Male Cloak Room 
- New concrete floor 
- Ceramic tile to floor 
- New floor waste 

Reception 
- Power and lighting modification 

Office 
- New carpet  
- New bulkhead over 
- Door to be fixed shut 
- New hydraulic stack 

G.06 Plant Room 
- New concrete floor  
- New concrete plinth 
- New masonry wall to enclose Plant Rm 
- New hydraulic penetrations 
- New electrical penetrations 

G.07 Corridor 
- New tongue and grooved floor and linoleum covering 
- New fire hose reel cupboard 
- New floor access panel 

Stair 2 
- New floor waste 

G.08 
- New tongue and grooved floor and linoleum covering 

G.09 Corridor 
- Power and lighting modification 

G.12 Corridor 
- Linoleum floor covering 

Lightwell Courtyard 
- Remove existing concrete floor and replace with new floor 
- New storm water pit 
- New grated overflow drain 
- New sewer pit 
- New subsoil pump pit 
- New external exhaust fan 

G.15 Hydraulic Plant Room 
- New concrete floor 
- New masonry walls to enclose room 
- New access floor 

G.16 Plant Room 
- New concrete floor, New electrical penetrations 
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Summary of Fabric Development 1931 – 2014 
Year/Type Detailed Description 

1992-1997 
Construction Drawings by 
Peddle Thorp and Walker 
(cont.) 

First Floor Plan 
Common Room 

- New carpet 
- Masonry duct riser  
- Fixed laminate bench 
- New fire hose reel cupboard 

1.09 Kitchen 
- Linoleum floor finish 
- Remove door to Kitchen 
- New mechanical riser and enclosure 
- New electrical penetrations 

1.07 Plantroom 
- Remove door and partition 
- New concrete floor 
- New concrete plinth 
- New mechanical riser and enclosure 
- New hydraulic penetrations 
- New mechanical air penetrations 
- New mechanical riser 
- New recess for fire hydrant booster valve 

Void over Foyer 
- New mechanical riser and enclosure 
- Existing track lighting removed 

Store above Foyer 
- Mechanical penetrations over entry 
- New discharge outlet to external wall 
- Hydraulic penetrations 

Classrooms (previously Library) 
- Space divided into three classrooms, Store room, corridors, tearoom 

and plant room 
- New mechanical riser and enclosure 
- Framed plasterboard partitions 
- New power and data additions 
- Southern wall of classroom, existing timber stud wall to be removed 
- Mechanical risers installed in classrooms 
- Infill Bulkhead 
- Hydraulic penetrations to tea room 

Tearoom 
- Linoleum to floor 
- Mechanical riser to south wall 

Plantroom 
- Linoleum to floor 
- Concrete plinth 
- Hydraulic and power penetrations to floor. 

Stair 3 
- New concrete fire stair and enclosure 

Lightwell Courtyard  
- Existing tree removed for installation of stair 
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Summary of Fabric Development 1931 – 2014 
Year/Type Detailed Description 

1992-1997 
Construction Drawings by 
Peddle Thorp and Walker 
(cont.) 

Second Floor Plan 
Office 

- New plasterboard partition and fire rated walls 
- New power and data additions 

North western area 
- Space divided into offices, plantroom, storeroom, tearoom and Interview 

room 
- Window at tearoom removed and infilled with masonry wall 
- Plasterboard walls and glass partitions 
- New power and data additions 
- New concrete floor to plantroom 
- New concrete plinth to plantroom 
- New linoleum to store room, tearoom, corridor and corridor 
- Hydraulic penetrations near tearoom 
- New fire hose reel and enclosure 
- New opening towards courtyard with metal louvres 
- New concrete block wall towards courtyard 

Reception/ space in front of lifts 
- New glazed partition 

Lift 1 
- Window removed and infilled with masonry wall 

Stair 3 
- New concrete stair and enclosure 

Southern area 
- Area divided into three classrooms, corridor, tearoom and plantroom 
- New window opening to western wall and relocated window from 

tearoom installed 
- New plasterboard partitions 
- New linoleum to tearoom 
- New power and data additions 
- Concrete plinth to plantroom 
- Electrical, hydraulic and mechanical penetrations 
- Fire hose reel and enclosure to corridor 
- Hydraulic riser adjacent to tearoom 

Male Toilet 
- New ceramic tiled floor 
- New hydraulic penetrations 

Courtyard  
- Concrete stair 
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Summary of Fabric Development 1931 – 2014 
Year/Type Detailed Description 

1992-1997 
Construction Drawings by 
Peddle Thorp and Walker 
(cont.) 

Third Floor Plan 
North western area (previous library) 

- Space divided into Computer Training Rm, Self Access Study area, 
plantroom, corridor and tearoom 

- Power and data additions 
- New plasterboard and glazed walls 
- Concrete plinth to plant room  
- Mechanical and hydraulic penetrations to plantroom 
- Hydraulic riser to plantroom 
- New fire hose reel and enclosure adjacent to tearoom 
- New linoleum to tearoom 
- New carpet to computer and self-study room 
- New louvered grill to plantroom facing courtyard 
- New masonry wall to south wall of plantroom 

Library  
- Power and data additions 

Librarian 
- New glass partition 

Teacher Resource and Lobby 
- New glass partition 
- Power and data additions 

Classrooms (south east) 
- Power and data additions 
- New tearoom with new linoleum floor 

Western side of building 
- New plantroom with concrete plinth, mechanical and electrical 

penetrations 
- New fire hose reel and enclosure 

South western side of building 
- Aluminium windows removed 
- Relocated window from tearoom installed 
- Power and data additions 
- Mechanical riser to north wall adjacent to female toilets 

Female Toilet 
- New ceramic tiled floor 
- Hydraulic penetrations 

Lift 1 
- Opening infilled with masonry wall 

Courtyard  
- Concrete stair, Stair 3 installed and masonry enclosure 
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Summary of Fabric Development 1931 – 2014 
Year/Type Detailed Description 

1992-1997 
Construction Drawings by 
Peddle Thorp and Walker 
(cont.) 

Fourth Floor Plan 
North western area 

- No work to Office, classroom except for power and data additions 
- New plantroom with new concrete floor, new mechanical riser, Hydraulic 

and mechanical penetrations, new louvered grille to south wall, new 
masonry wall to south wall 

- New recording room with masonry wall and power and data additions 
- New tearoom with new linoleum floor 
- New fire hose reel and enclosure 

North eastern area 
- Classroom divided into two with new plasterboard partition, power and 

data modifications, safe within service riser 
Staffroom 

- New offices with plasterboard and glazed walls, power and data 
modifications 

- New tearoom with hydraulic penetrations and riser 
- New plantroom with concrete floor, concrete plinth, mechanical & 

electrical penetrations 
- New fire hose reel and enclosure 
- New masonry ducts for risers on north wall 

Male toilet 
- Hydraulic penetrations 

Lift 1 
- Opening infilled with masonry wall 

Lightwell courtyard 
- New concrete stair, Stair 3 and concrete enclosure 
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Summary of Fabric Development 1931 – 2014 
Year/Type Detailed Description 

1992-1997 
Construction Drawings by 
Peddle Thorp and Walker 
(cont.) 

Fifth Floor Plan 
North western area 

- New office with plasterboard partitions, new carpet and power and data 
modifications 

- New plantroom with new louvered grill, new masonry walls to south 
walls, new hydraulic and mechanical penetrations, new concrete plinth 
and new mechanical riser 

- New Computer room with new carpet, new plasterboard partition and 
power and data additions 

- New corridor with fire hose reel and enclosure 
- New tearoom with new plasterboard walls and linoleum floor 

North eastern area 
- No work except for power and data additions 

Classroom spaces 
- No work except for power and data additions and mechanical riser 

South eastern area 
- New tearoom with linoleum floor, new plasterboard walls, new hydraulic 

penetrations and mechanical riser and enclosure 
- New plantroom with concrete floor, concrete plinth, hydraulic mechanical 

and electrical penetrations 
- New offices with new glazed walls, enlarged existing opening in western 

wall with relocated window, new mechanical risers and power and data 
additions 

Lift 1 
- Opening infilled with masonry wall 

Lightwell Courtyard 
- New concrete stair, Stair 3 and masonry wall enclosure 

Sixth Floor Plan / Roof 
North western area 

- Roof space; new mechanical and hydraulic penetrations, new box 
gutters 

South eastern area 
- New cooling tower with FC cladded new external walls and cladding to 

existing walls, new concrete plinths, rendered masonry walls, hydraulic 
penetrations, new concrete upstand and new down pipes. 

- New plantroom with mechanical riser and enclosure, concrete plinths, 
FC cladded walls, concrete hobs 

South western area 
- Offices and Staffroom with no work except for power and data 

modifications. 
Western area 

- Kitchen altered to include new plasterboard walls, and service riser 
- Bathroom to include new ceramic tile floor and hydraulic penetrations 
- New terrace with pergola and concrete slab. 

Stair 1 
- New opening with grille to western wall 

Lightwell and Courtyard 
Existing chimney shaft removed, new concrete stair, Stair 3 with masonry wall 
enclosure 
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Summary of Fabric Development 1931 – 2014 
Year/Type Detailed Description 

1996 
Correspondence from 
Foreshore Authority files 
 
Gledhill 12.03.96 
 
File 1050.01.03 
26.11.1992 

Light fitting restored to auditorium, other light fittings new. 
 
Asbestos removal by Bayside Group Holdings Pty Ltd 
 
Lift Car 1 operated between 1931-1984 (to south lift shaft) 
Lift Car 2 installed in 1984 auto lift to north lift 
Fire upgrade correspondence 
New door leafs drawn up by Rod Howard and Associates 
Rod Howard and Associates also drew sketches of original toilet fittings ‘London 
Tylors Sydney’ 
Secure Stores to have A/C ducts within 
Some blockwork to L1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and roof 
Timber pergola to terrace, some work to handrail 
New suspended plasterboard ceilings 
Termite inspection carried out 
Rock excavation to fire stair 
Tree removed to rear of building 
External plaque 
 
Some ceramic tiles salvaged and reused in toilets 

1997 
Architects Instructions 
 
1050.01.07 
Correspondence 
From supplier 
 
Minutes 15.05 
 
 
 
Correspondence 
 
 
 
Architect’s Instructions  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Quotes received 
 
 
Windem Report 
 
 
Correspondence 

 
New urinal supplied to site 
 
Lift by Otis 
Repair to sandstone work on north elevation 
New exit signs 
New light fittings 
New fire tunnel 
 
New specialty hardware 
 
Signage upgrade to interior 
Storm water to lightwell 
Lift floor – marmoleum 
Fire door mimic panel installed 
 
Picture rails and skirting blocks 
Repair to sliding wrought Iron gates 
Terrazzo threshold replaced 
Terrazzo repaired to steps 
Ceramic tiles appear to be replaced 
 
Replace existing external sign and erect new external sign (DA by Stephen 
Brooke of ACL) 
 
Replacement of an external sign and installation of two new signs outside the 
entrance door ‘Curtin University’ and ‘ACL’ 
 
Marmoleum ‘graphite’ colour laid over timber floor 
Cream tiles laid on the vestibule floor at entrance doorway to lift No.1 to be 
replaced with marble tiles 
Smoke doors to 508, 409, 408 and single leaf door of Second floor and kitchen 
doors at GFL 
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Summary of Fabric Development 1931 – 2014 
Year/Type Detailed Description 

1997 
Architects Instructions  
 
 
 
 
Letter from TRH 
 
 
 
 
Science House 
Conservation and 
Refurbishment Report 
No.9 
 
 
 
NDY letter 
 
Letter from heritage 
decorative glass to 
Gledhill 
 
Letter from Widnell 
Construction to David 
White architect 
Letter from Gledhill 
 
Letter from Gledhill 
12/3/96 

 
Fire rated doors – some not tagged 
Emergency lighting – not compliant 
Main entry doors to be held open 
Sums allowed for wallpaper to G.03 
Sums allowed for raking and repointing stonework 
 
With regard to electrical upgrades 
Supply and installation of transfer air grilles to room 3.07 and 5.06 
Repairs to copper light panels of lift doors 
 
On removal of 4x strong room doors from site to Sydney Cove Authority 
Hall, ceiling and walls painted in Ivory beige and drab 
Steel railing construction atop existing masonry balustrade on northern, western 
and southern side at terrace to flat on sixth floor 
 
New terrazzo threshold to urinals in male cloakrooms  
 
Lift loads approved by engineer 
 
Removal of existing toilets and replace with 3x new Hampshire old English toilet 
suites including cisterns 
 
Remove new ceiling grid from projection room. Enclose ducts and install air 
supply grille 
 
Otis elevators to supply and fit brass capstans in each lift car 
 
On visit of archaeologist 
Light fitting restored in auditorium 

1996 
Drawings by Foreshore 
Authority 

These drawings although dated 1996 show similar information to the 
Construction drawings. We presume that the Foreshore Authority would have put 
together this set as a record for its own purposes 

2002 
Measured Drawings 
from ACL 

Ground Floor 
- North western area: new window infilled in tearoom on eastern wall 
- South eastern area: partition demolished in room at South eastern 

corner 
- South western area: plantroom divided into two spaces with 

plasterboard partition 
First Floor Plan 
No work 
Second Floor Plan 
North eastern area 

- New partitioned office named 205 
Third Floor Plan 
No work 
Fourth Floor Plan 
Eastern Classrooms divided into smaller classrooms with plasterboard partitions 
Fifth Floor Plan 
Eastern classroom divided into two rooms Rm 510A and B 
Western area office partitioning wall removed i.e. between 501 and 502 
Sixth Floor Plan / Roof 
North wall installed 
Lift motor room wall demolished? 
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Summary of Fabric Development 1931 – 2014 
Year/Type Detailed Description 
2006 
Building Modifications 
Plans 1929-2002 by 
SHFA/HBO+EMTB 
(see relevant   
Figures 4.36 – 4.49 and 
Appendix J) 

These drawings are a compilation of all the modifications to the layout 
undertaken between 1929 and 2002, as described previously in this schedule 
and as indicated on the annexed plans.  They provide an important graphic 
record of the key phases of development.  

2014 
Building Modifications 
Plans 2012-2014 (see 
relevant  
Figures 4.36 – 4.49 

These drawings have been prepared as part of this CMP to indicate graphically 
the key changes that have occurred since 2002.  They are based on site surveys 
undertaken by PTW Architects for the CMP in 2010 and for this update. The key 
changes are indicated in the following plans and described as follows:  
Ground Floor 

- North western area: existing store room accessed from Auditorium 
adapted to house central computer services for current leaseholder 
(NYU)  

- South western area (adjacent to courtyard): existing storeroom adapted 
to Ladies Toilet, Shower and Baby Change Room, with new wall and 
floor finishes, fixtures and fittings 

- South: New accessible entry at southern end of building with exit to 
through site link on adjoining site.  Designed by Welsh+Major, 
completed 2012 

First Floor Plan  
- North eastern area (adjacent to void): Student common room adapted to 

locker room with floor mounted lockers 
- South western area (adjacent to lightwell): existing store room 

partitioned and adapted to incorporate new WC, Store and Services 
Area (cupboard) with new wall and floor finishes, fixtures and fittings 

- Southern Area: Partitions removed to corridor and three classrooms to 
create large single space for common room  

Second Floor Plan 
- North eastern area: 1991-97 partition removed  
- North western area: Tearoom fixtures removed and replaced by new 

WC, with new wall and floor finishes, fixtures and fittings 
- Eastern area: New openings in earlier partitions and new partitions 

installed to create three separate rooms and corridor  
- Southern area: Partitions removed to corridor and three classrooms to 

create large single space. Re-partitioned with new glazed partition to 
form two separate rooms (2012) 

Third Floor Plan 
- North western area: 1991-97 partition removed  
- North western area: New fixtures to Tearoom (Kitchen), new counter 

and splashback and vinyl flooring 
- Southern area: Earlier brick partitions removed to corridor adjacent to 

Tearoom 
Fourth Floor Plan 

- North western area: New fixtures to Tearoom (Kitchen), new counter 
and splashback and vinyl flooring 

- Eastern area (central): Two c2002 partitions removed to make two 
larger rooms 

- Southern area:  Earlier partitions removed, new plasterboard partitions 
and ceilings installed to make single tenancy at southern end of building 

Fifth Floor 
- North western area: 1991-97 partition removed  
- North western area: New fixtures to Tearoom (Kitchen), new counter 

and splashback and vinyl flooring 
- North eastern area: c2002 partition removed 
- Southern area: 1991-97 partition removed 

Sixth Floor Plan / Roof 
No alteration to layout 
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4.3.4 Plans of Building Modifications 1929-201417 
 
1A Ground Floor 

Figure 4.36 Ground Floors - Building Modifications 1929 – 2002 

17 Base Plan Sources for this series  :  SHFA/HBO+EMTB 2006 (1929-2002)   
 WATSON BUCHAN (2002) 
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1B Ground Floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.37 Ground Floor - Building Modifications 2002 – 2014 
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2A  First Floor 
 

 

 
 
Figure 4.38  First Floor - Building Modifications 1929 – 2002 
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2B   First Floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.39  First Floor - Building Modifications 2002 – 2014 
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3A  Second Floor 
 

 
 

 
 
Figure 4.40  Second Floor - Building Modifications 1929 - 2002 
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3B  Second Floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.41  Second Floor - Building Modifications 2002 – 2014 
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4A Third Floor 
 
 

 
 

 
Figure 4.42  Third Floor - Building Modifications 1929 – 2002 
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4B Third Floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.43 Third Floor - Building Modifications 2002 – 2014  
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5A  Fourth Floor 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Figure 4.44  Fourth Floor - Building Modifications 1929 – 2002 
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5B  Fourth Floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.45  Fourth Floor - Building Modifications 2002 - 2014  
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6A Fifth Floor  
 
 

 

 
 
Figure 4.46  Fifth Floor - Building Modifications 1929 – 2002 
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6B  Fifth Floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.47  Fifth Floor - Building Modifications 2002 - 2014 
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7A  Sixth Floor 
 
 

 
 

 
Figure 4.48  Sixth Floor - Building Modifications 1929 – 2002 
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7B  Sixth Floor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 4.49  Sixth Floor – Layout unchanged 2002 - 2014 
Note : Moveable Heritage is currently stored in the roof space Archival Storage area 
as indicated   
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 Assessment of Historical Archaeological Potential   4.4
The historical archaeological resources of any site are finite and have the potential to 
provide insights into everyday life that are not available from any other resource.  The brief 
history of the study area since colonisation and analysis of early plans and maps 
demonstrate that Science House, is within an area with a rich and diverse history dating 
from the earliest European settlement.  There is evidence that the site was occupied by 
huts from at least the beginning of the nineteenth century, and although there is little in the 
way of firm evidence for the form of the housing, the earliest maps, indicate that 
development of the study site is consistent with The Rocks, in general.   
 
The historical archaeological potential of the site was assessed in The Rocks and Millers 
Point Archaeological Management Plan prepared by Higginbotham & Kass in 1991 
(Inventory plan 312, 1991) as ‘Mostly Disturbed’. The Sydney Harbour Foreshore 
Authority’s S.170 Heritage Register; and the SHR Inventory (listing No. 01578) refer to the 
Archaeological Management Plan recommendations: 
 
• Above ground archaeological remains: An archaeological watching brief or monitoring 

program is recommended.  
• Below ground archaeological remains: An archaeological watching brief or monitoring 

program is recommended. 
 
However, it should be noted that since 1991 when The Rocks and Millers Point 
Archaeological Management Plan was produced, historical archaeological excavations in 
The Rocks and in particular the adjacent sites, have demonstrated a higher degree of 
integrity for intact historical archaeological relics, than previously thought.   
 
Excavations within The Rocks and the vicinity of Science House provide information from 
which an assessment of the historical archaeological resources associated with the study 
site can be made. ‘The Big Dig’, at 110 Cumberland Street, excavated by Godden Mackay 
(now Godden Mackay Logan) in 1994, is perhaps one of the best known archaeological 
excavations in Sydney. The site is a large block between Cumberland and Gloucester 
Streets, bisected by Cribbs Lane, on which were the remains of some 30 dwellings were 
present with good integrity. A wealth of archaeological information and artefacts were 
recovered to make a significant contribution to understanding the development of The 
Rocks and the lives of the people who lived there.   
 
Other excavations in The Rocks have similarly enhanced our understanding of the 
historical development of the local area through the surviving physical evidence. In 
particular excavations in 2011, undertaken by Archaeological and Heritage Management 
Solutions Pty Ltd, (AHMS) of the 171-193 Gloucester Street site, immediately adjacent to 
Science House provide some insight into the potential for remains beneath Science 
House. In 2005, AHMS had prepared a research design for 171-193 Gloucester Street, 
based on an Archaeological Assessment prepared in 1997 by Casey & Lowe Associates 
and the test excavations carried out by Godden Mackey Logan (GML).  GML had found 
that survival of cultural remains varied both across the site and with depth: most deposits 
were removed above bedrock on the western side of site, apart from the well on the former 
allotment of 210 Cumberland Street. Three test pits revealed intact deposits, surfaces and 
features (sealed by the demolition phases of 1902 and 1913) on the Gloucester Street 
frontage. The remains were assessed as having local and potentially State significance.   
AHMS predicted the potential survival of 33 substantial buildings, some with free standing 
outbuildings and approximately 12 cesspits; the possible survival of wells and cesspits on 
the western half of site, as well as yard surfaces, underfloor deposits and surface dumps in 
the eastern half.  The results of the 2010 excavation proved to be disappointing due to 
extensive later disturbance.  The western part of the site was immediately on bedrock; 
however, there was a depth of deposit of up to 2m along the Gloucester Street frontage.  
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The stratified deposits demonstrated occupation back to the 1790s, with structural remains 
largely dating to the post 1830s (AHMS 2011:203). 
 
A series of excavations at 188 Cumberland Street has revealed substantial remains dating 
to the 1820s of buildings relating to the Science House site, located hard against the rear 
wall of Science House18.  
 
There is potential for relatively intact deposits dating from at least the 1830s to be present 
in the Science House site, which should be managed appropriately. 

4.4.1 Above Ground 
Roof, and between-floor, spaces may contain archaeological relics.  Disturbance of such 
relics should be minimised.  If they do need to be removed, this should only be done by, or 
under the direction of, a qualified archaeologist and an excavation permit issued by the 
Heritage Council of NSW or its delegate, Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority, in 
accordance with heritage best practice. 
 
Moveable heritage associated with Science House has been stored by the Foreshore 
Authority in the northwest corner of the roof space of Science House (Figure 4.49, 
Appendix L). 
 

 Historical Archaeological Research Potential 4.5
The preliminary historical, physical and comparative analysis indicates that there is 
potential for historical archaeological relics, deposits and structural remains to be present 
in the Science House site.  It is likely that relatively intact evidence of nineteenth and early 
twentieth century, and possibly of the 1790s, occupation of the site to be present, which 
would have the potential to respond to research questions. The concept of archaeological 
research potential was examined in an influential paper by Bickford and Sullivan, who 
identified three questions, each of which is devised to address the ability of the 
archaeological resources of any site to investigate the research potential of the site and 
how that potential can further current knowledge (1984:23-24). The three questions are: 
 
1. Can the site contribute knowledge that no other resource can?  
2. Can the site contribute knowledge which no other site can? 
3. Is this knowledge relevant to general questions about human history or other substantive 

questions relating to Australian history, or does it contribute to other major research questions? 
 
The documentary evidence indicates that following the initial colonial occupation of the site 
in tents and huts, there have been four distinct occupation phases, when there appears to 
be a distinct change in the configuration of buildings on the site; 1831, 1854, 1880 and 
1900, prior to the construction of Science House. 
 
The construction of Science House in 1931 is unlikely to have substantially affected 
subsurface remains of previous occupations.  Science House does not have a basement, 
and some services at least, are above-ground.  Although there has been some disturbance 
of underlying archaeological remains, the evidence from adjacent historical archaeological 
sites, and those in the vicinity, indicates that the historical archaeological remains 
associated with Science House are likely to be largely intact with a high degree of integrity.   
  

18 Report by Foreshore Authority in progress (December 2014) 
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The historical archaeological resources in the Science House site have high research 
potential to provide additional information and insights into the historical development of 
The Rocks and of the people who lived and worked in the area from the time of European 
settlement into the early twentieth century. There is potential that insights into the 
development of the local community and interactions would be provided in the 
archaeological record.  There is potential for the historical archaeological resources to 
provide an insight into land use practices and modifications of the landscape in the 
development of an urban environment.  
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5 Assessment of Cultural Significance 
 Assessment of Significance 5.1

5.1.1 Comparative Analysis 
As a basis to assist assessing the significance of Science House, the following analysis 
considers the importance of Science House to the Rocks, Sydney and NSW, from three 
perspectives: 
 

• The architectural qualities of the building relative to comparable examples; 
• The use of Science House  as a purpose designed facility for learned scientific/cultural associations; 

and, 
• The contribution of Science House to the Rocks Conservation Area, which is a precinct of State and 

National significance.  
 
Architectural Qualities 
Science House was designed a style that is referred to as the Commercial Palazzo style. It 
is a style or type of building in Australia that developed during the Interwar period from 
overseas models, particularly from Chicago and the Midwest of the USA from the late 19th 
century.  It found favour in Sydney during the Inter-war period, particularly for businesses 
that projected an image of conservatism rather than modernity, such as banks and 
insurance companies19.   
 
In the transition in construction from load bearing to steel framed construction, building 
design maintained a traditional appearance by expressing facades in materials such as 
stone and brick, with more walls than windows.  The facades incorporated classically 
inspired detailed elements, usually vertically proportioned.  The style was loosely modelled 
on the early Renaissance palazzi of Florence, however was adapted to suit higher rise 
buildings.  This was achieved by dividing the building into three main elements, a heavy 
base, a relatively simple middle section and a top, with a bold cornice. The middle section 
was ‘stretched’ depending on the height of the building (Apperly R, Irving R and Reynolds 
P, 1989). 
 
The five principles as described by Apperly for identifying the Commercial Palazzo style 
include the following: 

• A strong base at street level which may incorporate a mezzanine with elements portrayed in 
large scale, employing materials, colours and textures that may differ from the levels above. 

• Typical office floors expressed externally by repetitive windows and a façade devoid of 
decoration or detail, reflect a column “shaft” 

• The “capital” of the building represented by the expression of the top most level or levels with a 
projecting cornice which might also include an attic storey above. 

• The building should convey its masonry construction and should conceal any references to the 
structural frame. 

• The decoration and details should be derived from classical references such as from the 
Renaissance and Mannerist era such as the use of arches and rusticated surfaces. 

Science House is cited by Apperly as one of two examples of lower rise buildings in 
Sydney that exemplify this style (the other being the Royal Automobile Club, 89-91 
Macquarie Street).   For Science House it is noted that “the proportion of length-to-height 
of its facade is similar to that of many an Italian Palazzo of the Renaissance period’20.   

19 http://www.sydneyarchitecture.com/GALL/GALL-PALAZZO.htm 
20 http://www.sydneyarchitecture.com/GALL/GALL-PALAZZO.htm 
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The analysis by Apperly and others ties in with the description of Science House in 1935 
as designed in ‘a modified Florentine style21’. Interwar Commercial Palazzo appears to be 
the accepted term in contemporary Australian heritage registers22. 
 
It has been stated that Science House has an Interwar Georgian Revival influence23.    
While the categorisation of styles for the Interwar period appears to have led to some 
overlap of the styles, we consider that Science House is firmly placed as an excellent 
example of the Interwar Commercial Palazzo style.   Nonetheless, for reasons of 
comparison we have included the former Beneficial House, 285-287 George Street as 
example in the Interwar Georgian Revival style. 
 
The following Table considers the architectural qualities of such comparable buildings in 
Sydney that were designed and constructed during the same period as Science House 
(c1915-1940). It takes into account previous significance assessments that have resulted 
in the listing of the buildings in the State Heritage Register.  
 
 

Comparative Examples 
Example 1- Royal Automobile Club 
89-91 Macquarie Street, Sydney 
Heritage Listings 
SHR: Item 0700 
Sydney LEP 2012: Item 11868 (including interiors) 
 

Description 
The Royal Automobile Club was built in 1926 and 
was designed by the then prominent architects H. E. 
Ross and Rowe, leading architects of the Inter-war 
period. The building is located at the corner of 
Macquarie and Albert Streets, a prominent part of 
the CBD. 
 
Exterior: The six floors of decorated facades to the 
east and south are designed symmetrically. Both 
elevations share similar characteristics in material; 
the first two floors are clad in sandstone while the 
floors above are in face brickwork. A string course 
separates the two materials and above it is a line of 
tall arched windows with sandstone decorated frieze 
under each sill. The openings on the next two floors 
above are in a Georgian style and the final floor 
above is also similar but has a sandstone sill and 
header courses and surrounds. A projecting cornice 
terminates the building. The differences in the two 
facades include a sandstone and wrought iron entry 
colonnade to the eastern elevation with French 
doors on the same floor. The southern elevation is 
simpler in design in comparison to the east and 
carries a sandstone decorated balcony to its 
topmost floor that extends the length of four 
windows. 
 
Interior: The building retains original features 
(including layout) and fabric, including the major 
spaces such as the lobby and vestibule (NSW 
Environment and Heritage.  Statement of 
Significance). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figures 5.1 and 5.2:  
Left: The main façade facing Macquarie 
Street (Apperly R, Irving R and Reynolds 
P, 1989, p169)  
 
Right:  South (Albert Street) elevation 
showing characteristic sandstone base, 
brickwork above and cornice (2014) 

  

21 Art in Australia 15 Nov 1935, p81, Contemporary description of Science House. IEA Journal Vol 2. 1930 and  
Vol.3 1931 

22 Comment, AIA Heritage Officer Nov 2014 
23 NSW Environment http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au. 
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Example 2 -  St James Trust Building (former Manchester Unity Building) 
183-187 Elizabeth Street, Sydney 
Heritage Listings 
SHR: N/A 
Sydney LEP 2012: Item 11748 (including interiors) 

Description  
The St James Trust Building was built in 1923 and 
designed by John P Tate & Young. The building is 
located between Elizabeth and Castlereagh Streets 
in a prominent location opposite Hyde Park. It is 
currently used as retail and offices. 
 
Exterior: The building is eleven storeys high with 
an additional basement level below. The decorated 
façades are east and west facing while the others 
are attached to buildings. The materials consist of 
sandstone cladding, with steel framed windows 
located on the above levels. Fluted sandstone 
columns form an entry portico to the ground floor. 
There is one level of arched windows and stone 
banding found on the lower level as well as an 
entablature to the top most level below the cornice. 
There are projecting balconies found on two levels. 
An aluminium and glass extension was added to the 
roof top that is not visible from the street front. 
 
Interior: The internal structure and spatial quality 
remain substantially intact with the ground level 
dining room restored to emulate the original 1923 
design (City of Sydney. Statement of Significance). 
 

 
 

  
 

Figures  5.3 and 5.4 
Elizabeth Street facades (Brian McDonald 
and Associates 1995). 

Example 3 - Westpac Building 
341 George Street, Sydney  
Heritage Listings 
SHR: Item No.00664 
Sydney LEP 2012: Item 11769 

Description  
The Westpac Building was built in 1932 and 
designed by the prominent architects Robertson 
and Marks. It is located at the corner of George 
Street and Wynyard Place. 
 
Exterior: The building is nine storeys high and 
curves around the street corner. The north and east 
decorated elevations are similar in their design. The 
first two floors are clad externally with granite with a 
string course at the base of the building while the 
floors above are sandstone faced. Similarities in 
both the elevations are also found in the repetition 
of windows in the sandstone façade above. The 
second last floor from above has a series of arched 
windows while the last floor has double height 
windows. Both the elevations terminate in a 
projecting eaves cornice.  
 
The differences in the elevations include a 
prominent entry facing George Street with a large 
arched entrance and circular columns to either side. 
Windows to this entry façade element are small and 
narrow while the northern elevation has large 
arched windows. The eastern elevation also 
contains a projecting sandstone balcony that 
extends the width of three windows.  
 
Interior: The building contains a richly detailed 
banking Chamber and some key areas within the 
office floors of the building (NSW Environment and 
Heritage. Statement of Significance). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5.5 and 5.6  
Left;  Corner view showing the building 
wrapping the corner of the site, with 
granite base, upper levels of sandstone 
and cornice 
 
Right: Detail of the arched entry at the 
ground floor (Photographs 17/02/06) 
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Example 4 - Commercial Building (former Beneficial House Hotel - Peape’s Menswear 
Store) 
285-287 George Street, Sydney 
Heritage Listings 
SHR: N/A 
Sydney LEP 2012: Item 11765 (including interiors) 

Description 
Beneficial House was constructed in 1923 
designed by the firm of Wilson, Neave and Berry 
(Hardy Wilson), prominent architects of the Inter 
War Georgian Revival style.  The building is 
identified as an example of that style, however 
with a Commercial Palazzo style form and 
sandstone base that indicates an overlap between 
the styles (Apperly et al 1989, p150). 
 
Exterior: The building is seven storeys high with 
two distinct tiers, the ground floor being clad in 
sandstone and the above floors in face brickwork, 
which is load bearing. The only decorated façade 
faces George Street while the north and south are 
attached to neighbouring buildings and the 
western façade faces a back lane, Wynyard Lane. 
The ground floor has tall arched entry portals with 
a sandstone string course separating the face 
brickwork above. The face brickwork continues 
above with openings to the six storeys above.  
 
Interior: Generally, the exterior and ground floor 
interior remain intact although new office walls 
have been introduced. Upper floors have been 
extensively altered and limited original detail 
remains (City of Sydney. Statement of 
Significance). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 5.7: The George Street façade 
with sandstone base which is penetrated 
by rounded arched openings and face 
brickwork above composing Georgian 
style windows (2014.). 
 
 
Comparison of Examples with Science House 
The previous studies compared examples with reference to their location, height and 
footprint and building elements.  These comparisons have been considered in the following 
summary: 
 
• Location: The Royal Automobile Club, the St James Trust Building, the Westpac 

Building and Beneficial House all gain some significance for their prime locations in the 
Sydney CBD.  While Science House is located in a quieter part of the CBD as observed 
in previous studies, it is considered that Science House gains prominence for its 
location in The Rocks Conservation Area, which today is of State significance.  Science 
House is distinguished as the only example on a sloping site, however it is considered 
that this does not add to its significance.  

 
• Height and footprint: The taller buildings such as The St James Trust Building 

demonstrate the ‘stretched’ reinterpretation of the palazzo façade, which is a 
characteristic of the style (Apperly et al 1989).  However the lower scaled buildings, 
such as Science House and the Royal Automobile Club, are also able to demonstrate 
this characteristic, with the added advantage of a building form that is more sympathetic 
to that of the Florentine palazzi, from which the style is derived.   

 
• Building Elements: All of the buildings, including Science House, are significant for 

their architectural qualities. While there are differences in materials, fenestration 
including doors and windows, arches and details of the various projecting eaves, 
cornices elements, they all display principles of the Interwar Commercial Palazzo style 
with the exception of Beneficial House, which is cited as an example of an Interwar 
Georgian Revival building.   The examples of Interwar Commercial Palazzo buildings 
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are all within the parameters of the style, which is essentially a free, simplified 
reinterpretation of the early palazzi. 

• Interiors: All buildings, including Science House, have significant interiors as indicated 
in the Statements of Significance and the relevant listings as heritage items in statutory 
registers. Their interiors are an integral component of the significance all buildings.  

 
It is noted that Science House, the Royal Automobile Club and the Westpac Building are 
listed in the State Heritage Register, which elevates their significance when compared with 
the St James Trust Building and Beneficial House.   In addition, Science House is the only 
one of the buildings to receive the Sulman Award (Medal) (1932), which singles it out for 
its exceptional architectural merit, based on its recognition by the Australian Institute of 
Architects (NSW Chapter).   
 
More recently its architectural qualities have been recognised for more than 40 years, 
since it was  identified as only one of thirty five buildings for Sydney City in the first list of 
20th Century Buildings of Significance prepared by the Royal Australian Architects (NSW 
Chapter) in NSW (Interim List 1973).  It was also classified by the National Trust (NSW) in 
1981.    
 
The Use of Science House 
As indicated in the Statement of Significance for Science House “This idea of a shared 
home befitting the needs of several organisations was a novel idea to Sydney” (NSW 
Environment and Heritage).  The foundation of Science House as a purpose designed 
facility for three learned associations is believed to be unique in Sydney.  The fact that it 
was created by an Act of Parliament in 1928 adds to its rarity.   
 
Ultimately the needs for the three associations (and ‘kindred’ organisations such as the 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects) led to plans to expand the building that did not 
eventuate.  Rather, the impetus to expand Science House declined after World War 11, 
when in 1954 the Science House Expansion Committee was dissolved (refer to Section 
3.4).  
 
It is also noted that the Australian Academy of Science was founded in the same year 
(1954).  Other learned academies were established on a national basis.  
 
Science House was occupied by the three societies from its opening in 1931 until 1976.  
However the building in its layout and facilities, including auditorium, library, and rooms 
suitable for multiple purposes such as classrooms, lecture rooms or offices, has continued 
to attract cultural or educational institutions.  Therefore Science House continues to assert 
its importance, if not rarity, as a suitable home for cultural institutions and activities in 
Sydney that are not housed in the established universities or academic institutions. This 
aspect of its significance distinguishes it from the other examples of the Interwar 
Commercial Palazzo Style reviewed in this section and in Sydney generally.  
 
Importance to the Rocks  
Science House is able to demonstrate a number of attributes that contribute to the 
significance of the Rocks Conservation Area as identified in the Statement of Significance 
(NSW Office of Environment and Heritage). These attributes include: 
 
• an important aspect of the history of settlement  of the Rocks and Sydney by (three) 

associations that went on went on to help shape New South Wales and Australia; 
• a site and building that displays the important role played by government through land 

resumptions, granting land and enacting legislation for the purpose of Science House;  
• a building that through its use illustrates and informs of the aspirations and way of life of 

Sydney and NSW; 
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• an example of changing building technology during the Inter-War period.  This places Science 
House in the continued history of building technology in the Rocks from the early times of the 
Colony to the present day; 

• a building style that illustrates the architectural and building practices of Sydney and The 
Rocks (during the Inter-war period); and, 

• a building of high individual architectural merit that also forms part of an harmonious 
streetscape comprising buildings of diverse character and style. 

 
Consequently Science House is considered and integral part of the significance of The 
Rocks.  It is noted that Science House is the only significant example of the Interwar 
Commercial Palazzo Style that is located within The Rocks.  

 
Summary 
From this comparative analysis, Science House is rare, if not unique, in Sydney and the 
State for the following reasons: 
 
• It is a key example an Interwar Commercial Palazzo Building.  It stands above its 

peers as the only building in this style to receive the Sulman Award (Medal) for its 
architectural merit; 

• Its foundation, history and use as a purpose designed facility for three learned 
associations (and kindred organisations) are unique in Sydney.  From the uses that 
have occurred since 1976, when occupation by the three societies ceased, the 
building still asserts its suitability for use by cultural and learned/educational 
institutions;  

• As a site and building that displays the important role played by government through 
land resumptions, the granting of land and enacting legislation for the purpose of 
Science House and the use by the three societies, without which Science House 
would not have been built or endured; and, 

• As a building that is the only example of its type within The Rocks.  It makes a 
significant contribution to The Rocks and those aspects of its history that demonstrate 
the evolution of settlement and the changing aspirations and way of life of individuals 
and associations.  As a building of high individual architectural merit, it demonstrates 
the changing building technology and architectural character of the Inter-War period.  
It makes a valuable contribution to a harmonious streetscape of buildings of diverse 
character and style, within a conservation area of State, and National significance. 

 

5.1.2 Assessment Criteria 
The following assessment of heritage significance has been prepared utilising the current 
evaluation criteria established by the New South Wales Heritage Council.   
 
Criterion (a) – An item is important in the course, or pattern, of NSW’s cultural or 
natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area) 

Guidelines that are applicable to Science House are shown in bold lettering. 
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Guidelines for Inclusion  Guidelines for Exclusion  

Shows evidence of a significant 
human activity 
Is associated with a significant 
activity or historical phase 
Maintains or shows the continuity of 
a historical process or activity  

Has incidental or unsubstantiated 
connections with historically important 
activities or processes 
Provides evidence of activities or 
processes that are of dubious historical 
importance 
Has been so altered that it can no longer 
provide evidence of a particular 
association 

Science House was used continuously since the building was constructed until 1976 by a 
number of institutions as a centre of learning and scientific inquiry.  

The building reflects Sydney’s and Australia’s scientific, intellectual and cultural 
development of the time from three institutions’ amalgamation of activities, occupying a 
building especially designed for their requirements. This idea of a shared home befitting 
the needs of several organisations was a novel idea to Sydney.  
 
The site and building plays an important role in the evolution of The Rocks and the 
important role played by government through land resumptions, the granting of land and 
enacting legislation for the purpose of Science House and the use by the three societies, 
without which Science House would not have been built or endured 
 
Science House still demonstrates the specific requirement for the design to provide a 
lecture hall with demonstration facilities, meeting rooms, offices and a library. The building 
can continue to interpret the existence of the scientific community within the physical fabric 
of the city and is still able to be used for cultural and educational purposes. The intact 
significant architectural features displaying their reference to science include the Science 
House external sign over the entrance to the building, the crest with three lamps located 
internally over the entrance doors of the foyer, the lecture hall with its bio box, blackboard, 
demonstration desk containing sink and gas connection and other meeting rooms including 
Edgeworth David Room (reception) and the foyer fitted with book cases. 
 
Accordingly, Science House satisfies this criterion at a STATE level.  
 
Criterion (b) – An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a 
person, or group of persons, of importance in NSW’s cultural or natural history (or 
the cultural or natural history of the local area) 
 
Guidelines for Inclusion  Guidelines for Exclusion  

Shows evidence of a significant 
human occupation 
 
Is associated with a significant event, 
person, or group of persons. 
 

 Has incidental or unsubstantiated 
connections with historically important 
people or events 
 
 Provides evidence of people or events 
that are of dubious historical 
importance 
 
Has been so altered that it can no 
longer provide evidence of a particular 
association 
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Science House has a strong and special association with the Linnean Society, the Royal 
Society of New South Wales and the Institution of Engineers Australia as well as 
significant groups and persons: 
 
• The three institutions of scientific learning and inquiry believed strongly that a central place of 

learning was required.  
• The architectural firm, Peddle Thorp and Walker which won a design competition and then saw 

the design through to its completion. Peddle Thorp and Walker grew to become one of the 
largest and prolific architectural practices in Australia continuing to this day.  

• Science House was the first building to receive the Sulman Award (Medal) in 1932 named in 
honour of one of Australia’s leading architects, Sir John Sulman, (NSW Chapter of the Australian 
Institute of Architects). The award marks Science House as a worthy example of design 
excellence. 

 
Accordingly, Science House satisfies this criterion at a STATE level.  

 
Criterion (c) – An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or 
a high degree of creative or technical achievement in NSW (or the local area) 
 

Guidelines for Inclusion  Guidelines for Exclusion  

Shows or is associated with, creative or 
technical innovation or achievement 
Is the inspiration for a creative or 
technical innovation or achievement 
Is aesthetically distinctive 
Has landmark qualities 
Exemplifies a particular taste, style or 
technology 

Is not a major work by an important 
designer or artist 
 Has lost its design or technical 
integrity 
Its positive visual or sensory appeal 
or landmark qualities have been more 
than temporarily degraded   
Has only a loose association with a 
creative or technical achievement  

 
Science House is characteristic of the Inter war period Commercial Palazzo style of 
architecture with highly refined detailing both externally and internally. It is widely 
recognised today as an outstanding example of its type and, at the time of its construction, 
it was the recipient of the first RAIA NSW Chapter Sulman Award (Medal) in 1932.  

The building exhibits the principal characteristics of the style with a firm sandstone base 
with large arched windows, a plainer brick central portion with a repetitive, well-
proportioned pattern of windows and a strongly expressed top floor embellished with 
classical detail and elaborate cornice.  

Important internal spaces such as the original cruciform foyer, original Lecture Hall, original 
Reception Room (Edgeworth David room) on the ground floor possess fine detailing and 
spatial qualities that have intact fitout and finishes.  

The two major street facades at Gloucester and Essex Streets contribute greatly to the 
streetscape character and add to The Rocks area’s significant historic buildings. The 
building is sympathetic in its scale and materials to its surroundings which are both old and 
new. It also takes advantage of the corner site with its two decorated facades, which can 
be viewed from the nearby streets. The pantile clad hipped roof also can be seen in 
prominent view cones such as from the Sydney Harbour Bridge. 
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The blank wall of the north east elevation of the building assists the setting of the adjoining 
and adjacent heritage buildings.  It enables the scale, form and roofline of the heritage 
buildings to be appreciated against a neutral backdrop in key views from Cumberland and 
Essex Streets, in marked contrast to the high rise buildings of the CBD.  

Accordingly, Science House satisfies this criterion at a STATE level.  
Criterion (d) – An item has strong or special association with a particular community 
or cultural group in NSW (or the local area) for social, cultural or spiritual reasons 
 

Guidelines for Inclusion  Guidelines for Exclusion  

Is important for its associations with an 
identifiable group 
Is important to a community’s sense of 
place 

Is only important to the community for 
amenity reasons  
Is retained only in preference to a 
proposed alternative 

Science House possesses strong social values associated with for its continuous use as a 
centre of learning, inquiry and a place of gathering. From the uses that have occurred 
since 1976, when occupation by the three societies ceased, the building still asserts its 
suitability for use by cultural and learned/educational institutions. It continues to be valued 
by the community as shown by its listing in a number of heritage registers including the 
State Heritage Register and community support for its listing in the State Heritage Register 
(Royal Society of NSW Bulletin March 2008). 

Accordingly, Science House satisfies this criterion at a STATE level.  
 
Criterion (e) – An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an 
understanding of NSW’s cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history 
of the local area) 

 
Guidelines for Inclusion  Guidelines for Exclusion  

Has the potential to yield new or further 
substantial scientific and/or 
archaeological information  
Is an important benchmark or reference 
site or type  
Provides evidence of past human 
cultures that is unavailable elsewhere 

Has little archaeological or research 
potential   
Only contains information that is 
readily available from other resources 
or archaeological sites 
The knowledge gained would be 
irrelevant to research on science, 
human history or culture 

 
The significance of the archaeological resources is assessed in Section 5.1.3. They have 
the potential to make an important contribution to an understanding of the early settlement 
of colonial Sydney and subsequent patterns of land use and settlement.  The 
archaeological resources associated with the Science House site are likely to have a high 
degree of integrity.  
 
 Accordingly for the reason stated in Section 5.1.3  Science House is considered to satisfy 
this criterion at a STATE Level. 
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Criterion (f) – An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of NSW’s 
cultural or natural history (or the cultural or natural history of the local area) 
 
Guidelines for Inclusion  Guidelines for Exclusion  

Provides evidence of a defunct custom, 
way of life or process  
Demonstrates a process, custom or 
other human activity that is in danger of 
being lost  
Shows unusually accurate evidence of a 
significant human activity 
Is the only example of its type 
Demonstrates designs or techniques of 
exceptional interest 
Shows rare evidence of a significant 
human activity important to a 
community 

Is not rare 
Is numerous but under threat  
 

Science House provides evidence of a rare association of three scientific bodies to create 
shared facilities, possibly unique to Sydney. Science House, although not a unique 
example of the Inter war period Commercial Palazzo style, is an extremely refined version 
that demonstrates key attributes of the style.  Recognition of its value by the first award of 
the Sulman medal elevates its architectural merit above other examples and therefore 
contributes to its rarity.  

In addition, It makes a significant contribution to The Rocks and those aspects of its history 
that demonstrate the evolution of settlement and the changing aspirations and way of life 
of individuals and associations.  As a building of high individual architectural merit, it 
demonstrates the changing building technology and architectural character of the Inter-
War period.   

Accordingly, Science House satisfies this criterion at a STATE level. 
 
Criterion (g) – An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of 
a class of NSW’s cultural or natural places or cultural or natural environments (or a 
class of the local area’s cultural or natural places; or cultural or natural 
environments) 
 
Guidelines for Inclusion  Guidelines for Exclusion  

Is a fine example of its type 
Has the principal characteristics of an 
important class or group of items 
Has attributes typical of a particular way 
of life, philosophy, custom, significant 
process, design, technique or activity 
Is a significant variation to a class of 
items 
Is a part of a group which collectively 
illustrates a representative type 
Is outstanding because of its setting, 

Is a poor example of its type 
Does not include or has lost the range 
of characteristics of a type 
Does not represent well the 
characteristics that make up a 
significant variation of a type 
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condition or size 
Is outstanding because of its integrity or 
the esteem in which it is held 

Science House possesses all the primary characteristics of the Commercial Palazzo style, 
which was popular from the late Federation period until World War II to project the image 
and status of corporate and institutional entities.  It makes a valuable contribution to a 
harmonious streetscape of buildings of diverse character and style, within a conservation 
area of State, and National significance. 

Accordingly, Science House satisfies this criterion at a STATE level. 

5.1.3 Archaeological Significance 
The following assessment of the significance of the historical archaeological resources in 
the Science House site is in accordance with Assessing Significance for Historical 
Archaeological Sites and ‘Relics’ (Heritage Office 2009). 
 
Archaeological Research Potential (NSW Heritage Criterion E) 
The archaeological resources and relics associated with Science House have high 
research potential with an ability to make a contribution to the current understanding of the 
patterns of settlement and land use from the beginnings of European occupation of 
Sydney into the early twentieth century. The archaeological resources have the potential to 
contribute to questions regarding community interactions and developments during the 
nineteenth century. 
 
The archaeological resources have STATE significance. 
 
Associations with individuals, events or groups of historical importance (NSW 
Heritage Criteria A, B and D) 
There is no current evidence supporting an association with historically important persons, 
groups or events that may be revealed in the archaeological record.   Further 
archaeological research is required to assess the history of the occupants of the site 
c1788-1830.  Early occupants William Fielder (d 1830) and Thomas Hancy (1801-1876) 
were settlers in the first decades of colonisation and archaeological evidence of their 
period of occupation could be of STATE significance.  
 
Accordingly the archaeological resources may have the potential to satisfy this criterion. 
 
Aesthetic or technical significance (NSW Heritage Criterion C) 
The archaeological resources associated with the Science House site have the potential to 
make an important contribution to an understanding of the early settlement of colonial 
Sydney and subsequent patterns of land use and settlement.   
 
The archaeological resources associated with the Science House site are likely to have a 
high degree of integrity and as such are considered to have STATE significance. 
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5.1.4 Ability to Represent Historic Themes 
Science House retains the ability to represent the following Historic themes identified in 
Section 3.6 of this CMP: 
 
• Accommodation 
• Creative Endeavour 
• Defence 
• Education 
• Government  
• Labour  
• Science 
• Social Institutions 
• Technology 

 Statement of Significance 5.2
The statement of significance arising from this CMP is as follows: 
 
Science House at Gloucester Street, The Rocks, is of significance to The Rocks, Sydney 
and the State of NSW for its historical, aesthetic and social values. Opened in 1931, it 
makes a strong contribution to The Rocks Conservation area, which is of State 
significance.    
 
Science House has long been recognised as a building of exemplary architectural design 
for its period, receiving the first Sulman Award (Medal) of the Australian Institute of 
Architects, New South Wales Chapter, in 1932. It was listed early in other heritage 
registers. 
Despite changes of use and occupancy, the building retains physical evidence of its strong 
association with the Australia’s three leading scientific organisations that built and first 
occupied it: the Linnean Society; the Royal Society of New South Wales; and, the 
Institution of Engineers Australia. 
 
Designed in 1928 by a notable and long standing architectural firm, Peddle Thorp and 
Walker, the building is an outstanding and rare example in NSW of the Interwar 
Commercial Palazzo architectural style. It illustrates key aspects of the style expressed 
externally within three classic bands over six storeys: sandstone ashlar coursed base at 
street level; face brick to the middle three levels; and an elaborate top level marked by a 
strong cornice and ornamented frieze to both street facades.   
 
Within The Rocks, it contributes to an understanding of the history and evolution of the 
area.  It demonstrates the changing aspirations and way of life of individuals and 
associations in the early twentieth century. As a site and building it demonstrates the 
important role played by government through land resumptions, the granting of land and 
enacting legislation in 1928 for the purpose of Science House and its use by the three 
societies, without which Science House would not have been built or endured. 
 
As a building of high architectural merit, it illustrates the changes in building technology 
and architectural character during the Inter-War period of buildings designed to project an 
image and status appropriate for corporate and institutional entities.  It provides an 
appropriate setting for adjacent heritage buildings and makes a valuable contribution to a 
harmonious streetscape of buildings of diverse character and style.  
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The building’s social significance is primarily derived from its continuous use from its 
opening until 1976 by three cultural institutions as a centre of learning and inquiry.  It 
continues to assert its importance, as a suitable home for cultural and learned/educational 
activities, which have varied over time from science, technology and professional, to 
education and sports. This aspect of its significance, together with the enabling legislation, 
distinguishes it when compared with other examples of the Interwar Commercial Palazzo 
Style. 
 
The building is also rare for the spatial organisation and layout of its interior and the quality 
and intactness of its interior spaces such as foyer, reception, mezzanine, library and 
theatre.  The majority of the internal finishes, although not all original, still can be defined 
as of exceptional to moderate significance.  They allow the internal spaces to continue to 
interpret the original character, ambience and intent of the designer as recognised by the 
award of the Sulman Medal. 
  
The archaeological resources and relics associated with Science House have high 
research potential with an ability to make a contribution to the current understanding of the 
patterns of settlement and land use from the beginnings of European occupation of 
Sydney into the early twentieth century. The archaeological resources have the potential to 
contribute to questions regarding community interactions and developments during the 
nineteenth century. Further research may reveal information about early occupants and 
settlement in the first decades of the colony and significant archaeological evidence of this 
period of the site’s occupation.  
 
Refer to the Foreshore Authority Heritage Register for the current statement of 
significance contained in the Section 170 Register: 
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-About_us-Our_heritage_role-
heritage_and_Conservation_Register.htm&objectid=4500075 
 

 Curtilage 5.3
The curtilage of a heritage item establishes its setting and defines its relationships with its 
context.  It generally has two components i.e. physical and visual boundaries.  Physical 
curtilage is usually defined by the property boundary. However it may extend beyond the 
boundary taking into account the historical development of the place.  For Science House 
it is considered that its physical curtilage is defined by the boundary of the property and the 
existing building envelope (Figure 5.8).  It may also take into account the right of way to 
Cumberland Street and the easements for light and air over the adjoining properties.  
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Figure 5.8  Minimum Heritage Curtilage of Science House (indicated by the orange 
outline). The area is defined by the property boundary and building envelope, 
including all enclosing external walls, roof, roof components and lift motor room. 
 
Visual curtilage may encompass all of the viewpoints from which a heritage item may be 
appreciated.  Science House can be appreciated from a number of viewpoints, including 
the immediate streetscape, the adjacent streets and further to the east and west, including 
the Harbour Bridge approaches. Science House can be appreciated from the Harbour 
Bridge, along Gloucester Street and Essex Street. It can also be appreciated from the 
National Trust of Australia (NSW) on Observatory Hill.  These viewpoints constitute its 
visual curtilage (Figure 5.9). 
 

  
Figure 5.9 Visual curtilage of Science House, (indicated by orange arrows) is defined 
by views to the building along streets, roads, Harbour Bridge approach and public 
domain generally. It is also defined by the silhouette of the building against the 
skyline as viewed from the public domain and its visual relationship to its immediate 
context in which it appears as a prominent corner element in a streetscape of 
relatively low scaled buildings that contrast with taller buildings beyond. (Source 
maps.google.com). 
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A broader physical and visual curtilage is also defined by the listing of the property as part 
of The Rocks Conservation area. Science House is located within the heritage curtilage 
boundary, which defines the boundary of the conservation area, as designated in The 
Rocks Heritage Management Plan (Foreshore Authority 2010, Figure 5.10).  
 
The Statement of Significance for The Rocks Conservation Area recognises ‘views and 
glimpses of diverse but harmonious streetscapes’ and ‘buildings of diverse character and 
style, many of which have high architectural merit’ (Foreshore Authority 2014).  Such 
attributes are applicable to Science House. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5.10  The Rocks heritage curtilage boundary (dotted line).  The coloured 
areas beyond the boundary, such as Observatory Hill and the Harbour Bridge, are 
areas of influence that define the setting of the Rocks and are relevant to the setting 
and curtilage of Science House. (Source The Rocks Heritage Management Plan, 
Foreshore Authority 2010, Vol 1, p15, Fig 2.9). 
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6 Grading of Significance 
Grading reflects the contribution the element makes to overall significance of the item, and 
the degree to which the significance of the item would be diminished if the component 
were removed or altered.  Science House has been assessed to determine a relative 
grading of significance into five levels.  This process examines a number of factors, 
including: 
 
• Original design quality 
• Degree of intactness  
• Relative age and authenticity (original, replaced) 
• Extent of subsequent alterations 
• Association with important people or events 
• Ability to demonstrate a rare quality, craft or construction process 
 
The standard five-grade system has been applied to assess individual contribution of each 
element to the overall significance of the item. This system is a planning tool, and assists 
in the development of a consistent approach to the treatment of different elements. The 
various grades of significance generate different requirements for retention and 
conservation of individual spaces and the various elements. The following grades of 
significance have been defined: 
 
 EXCEPTIONAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Includes fabric that makes the greatest direct contribution to the item’s significance.  This 
particularly refers to rare or outstanding original fabric and spaces of particular historic and 
aesthetic value, and unaltered original elements and features.   
 
Elements identified as being of Exceptional significance should be retained and conserved 
in situ.  Any work, which affects the fabric or external appearance of these elements, 
should be confined to Preservation, Restoration and Reconstruction as defined by The 
Burra Charter. 
 
 HIGH SIGNIFICANCE 

Includes elements and features that make an important contribution to the recognition of 
the item’s significance albeit the fabric may not be in good condition.  This may include 
elements that have been altered, or elements created as part of a generally sympathetic 
alteration to the building.  This category is likely to include much of the extant fabric from 
the early phases of construction and many reconstructed early or original elements 
wherever these make an important contribution to the significance of the item. 
 
Elements identified as being of High significance should also generally be retained, 
restored and conserved in situ subject however to other relevant factors including 
technological feasibility of proposed works.  Minor intervention into fabric including 
Adaptation and Alteration as defined by The Burra Charter is permissible, provided that 
level of significance of each element is retained, with an aim not to remove or obscure 
significant fabric, giving preference to changes which are reversible.  
 
 MODERATE SIGNIFICANCE 

Includes building fabric and relationships that are supportive of the overall significance of 
the item and have some heritage value, but do not make an important or key contribution 
to that significance.  Also includes elements and features which were originally of higher 
significance, but have been compromised by later, less significant modifications or 
elements that have deteriorated beyond repair and cannot be reconstructed in a 
technologically feasible manner. 
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Where the fabric is of Moderate significance a greater level of intervention is permissible.  
Adaptation and relocation of components of these elements and spaces is acceptable 
provided that it protects the overall cultural significance of the item.  Such work should take 
place within defined work programs and should not be the product of general maintenance 
or sporadic alterations. 
 
 LITTLE SIGNIFICANCE 

Includes fabric which detracts from the heritage value of the item.  Also includes most of 
the fabric associated with unsympathetic alterations and additions made to accommodate 
changing functional requirements.  These are components generally of neutral impact on 
the complex’s significance. 
 
Elements assessed as being of Little significance are generally not regarded as essential 
to the major aspects of significance of a building or place, often fulfilling a functional role.  
Both retention and removal are acceptable options, depending on the element.  Any major 
interventions to the item should be confined to areas where the fabric is of little 
significance. 
 
 INTRUSIVE 

Includes fabric which adversely affects the significance of the complex or fabric created 
without respect for the intangible values of the building.  Removal of elements of this 
category would directly increase the overall heritage value of the item.  
 
Elements identified as Intrusive can reduce or obscure the overall significance of the place, 
despite their role as illustrators of the site’s progressive development.  The preferred 
option is for their removal, conversion to a more compatible form, or replacement in a way 
which helps to retain the overall significance of the item. These works should be done 
without damage to adjacent fabric of significance. These items need not be addressed 
immediately. 
 
This grading has been established as a tool to assist in developing appropriate 
conservation measures for the treatment of Science House and its elements.  Good 
conservation practice encourages the focussing on change or upgrading of historical 
buildings to those areas or components which make a lesser contribution to significance.  
The areas or components that make a greater or defining contribution to significance 
should generally be left intact or changed with the greatest care and respect. 
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 Grading of Significant Elements and Spaces 6.1
6.1.1 External Elements 
Note that the level of significance corresponds with the criteria for the grading of 
significance and associated conservation policy identified in Section 6 above.   
 

East Elevation Significance 

 
 

Form and Façade Overall 

Exceptional  
(Lift Motor 
Room  

- High) 
Individual Elements:  
Walls: 
 Sandstone base levels and ornamented string courses 
 Face brick and terracotta ornamented frieze 
 Roof form 
Details 
 Top level decoration and external cornice  

 Details; wrought iron to windows, sandstone carving at entry and to top 
level, iron light fittings, terracotta tile roof. 

Openings 
 Steel and timber framed windows and arched openings 
 Timber doors 

Exceptional 

 Chimney 
 Lift motor room: original (not characteristic of Italian Palazzi) 

High 

 Replacement terracotta roof tiles (fabric only) Moderate 

 Lead capping over cornice Little 
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North Elevation Significance 

 
 

Form and Façade Overall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exceptional 
(Lift Motor Room 

- High) 

Individual Elements:  
Walls 
 Sandstone base levels and ornamented string courses 
 Face brick and terracotta ornamented frieze 
 Roof form 
Details 
 Top level decoration and external cornice 
 Details; wrought iron to windows, iron light fittings 
Openings 
 Steel and timber framed windows and arched openings 
 Timber door 

Exceptional 

 Chimney  
 Lift motor room 

High 

 Replacement terracotta roof tiles (fabric only) Moderate 

 Lead capping on cornice   Little 
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West Elevation Significance 

 

 
Form and Façade Overall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High (Original 
Elements)  
(Later Fire Stairs 
– Intrusive) 

Individual Elements:   

 Rendered brick façade 
 Chimney 
 Lift motor room 
Windows and door to sixth floor ‘’flat’’ 

High 

 Original steel framed windows in new location 
Gutters and drain pipes 
 Balcony and pergola over 

Moderate 

 South western walls to fire stair enclosure from first floor and above 
 Masonry wall to fire exit passage on first floor 
 Masonry walls to fire stair enclosure located centre of facade 
 Timber doors to first floor (exit doors to car park) 

Intrusive 
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South Elevation Significance 

 
Form and Façade Overall 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
High (Original 
Elements)  
(Later Fire Stairs 
– Intrusive) 

Individual Elements:  
  Rendered brick façade 
 Windows and door to sixth floor ‘’flat’’ 
 Lift motor room 

High 

  Gutters and drain pipes 
  Fascia to roof 
  Balcony and pergola to Level Six 

Moderate 

  New Lobby Entrance from though site link 
  Interpretative Panels  Little 
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6.1.2 Building Hierarchy 
As described in Section 4.2 there is a clear hierarchy in the organisation of the internal 
spaces which mirror the distinctions expressed on the exterior between the solid base of 
the first two floors and the levels above: 
 
• The Ground and First Floor contain the major spaces and are the public face of the building, 

and have exceptional significance.  
• Floors Two to Five generally contain smaller rooms that are ancillary to the main floors and 

performed associated functions such as offices and meeting rooms. However the circulation 
spaces including lift, stairs, corridors and toilets at mid landing have exceptional to high 
significance.  They are the organising elements for the building and are in the same 
architectural vocabulary throughout the building.   

 
Refer to Diagrams Section 1, Figure 1.1 - 1.3. 
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6.1.3 Internal Spaces and Building Elements 
The significance of the interior has been graded as follows:   
 
• The significance of individual spaces on each floor relative to each other.  These grading are 

shown on the floor plans: and, 
• The significance of individual elements.  Spaces may contain individual elements of significance 

that vary in importance.  They may be of greater or lesser importance than the space itself.  
These elements are identified in the following Schedules. 

 
The internal spaces are indicated on the plans and individual elements are assessed room 
by room in the following schedules.  All of the rooms have been identified.  Rooms and 
spaces that are typical eg stairs, offices, plant rooms that are repeated on a number of 
floors, are cross referenced to a schedule of Typical Room Types that follows the room by 
room schedules.   
 
Note that the level of significance corresponds with the criteria for the grading of 
significance and associated conservation policy identified in Section 6 above.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 6.1 Grading of Spaces  - Ground Floor 
Note:  This plan grades the significance of spaces overall (spatial layout and 
quality).  For individual elements, including internal partitions (walls) and finishes, 
refer to the following Schedule of Significant Elements. 
  

PTW Architects - 96 -   
Report prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 



Conservation Management Plan  
Science House  2015 

 
Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Ground Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

G.01 Private Meeting Room (Small Hall)  
(Used as Office 2014) 

Floor Timber High Original 
Ceiling Plaster High Original 
Walls Render and paint 

Timber skirting + picture rail 
Ornate cornice 

High Original 

Door  
 

Double door: timber frame with etched 
glazed panels 

High Original 

Window  Window high (north wall): timber frame & 
frosted glass infill 
Window (lightwell):  steel frame with wired 
glass 

High Original 

Services Fluorescent lights surface mounted 
GPOs/elec box 
A/C grill to south wall 
Vent to east wall  
Sprinklers 

Intrusive  

Misc. South Wall 
Sliding early blackboard  

High Appears early 

Lettering above door Moderate Replacement 
Fabric 

G.02 Fire Stair – Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
G.03 Accessible Entrance Lobby 2012/2014 
Floor  Marble, with ramp to exit Little New (2012) 
Ceiling Plasterboard (suspended) Little New 
Walls  Marble, marble  balustrade to ramp 

Bronze coloured metal panels 
Little New 

Door  Sliding glass exit to through site link 
Bronze coloured metal fire doors  

 Little New 

Services Pendant fluorescent 
Fire HydrantFire Exit sign 

Little New 

Misc. Metal handrails (some removable for fire 
access) 
Wall Mounted signage 
Fixed metal bench seat 

Little  New 

G.04/G.05 NA – Amalgamated with other rooms 
G.06 Office 
Floor Carpet Little Replacement 

fabric 
Ceiling Plasterboard (suspended) Little New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint High Original, paint 

new 
Door  Main door: timber frame with etched 

glazed panels 
Former doorway to G.03 – access now 
blocked, door remains as access to new 
services chase 2014 

High 
 

Original 
 

Services Recessed fluorescent fittings 
GPOs  
Fire Exit signs 

Intrusive New 

Misc. Timber venetian blinds 
Duct 

Intrusive 
 

New 
 

G.07 Corridor – Refer to G.09 below 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Ground Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

G.08 Reception (former Edgeworth David Room) 
(Used as Classroom 2014) 

Floor Timber – parquet Exceptional Original 
Ceiling Plaster – ornate Exceptional  Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint, wallpaper 

Timber skirting, dentil  picture rail +Ornate 
cornice 

Exceptional   

Door  Main door: timber frame with clear glazed 
panels 
‘The Royal Society of New South Wales’ 
logo etched into glazing 

Exceptional  Original 

Window  Steel frame Exceptional  Original 
Services GPOs: surface mounted on skirting/walls, 

data points 
Little  

Lights High Original 
Misc. Timber panelling to columns and perimeter 

of room 
Exceptional  Original 

G.09 South Corridor - (includes G.07) 
Floor Linoleum Moderate  
Ceiling Plaster, access panels High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint  

East and west wall- ashlar incised render 
below picture rail 
Timber skirting, stepped plaster cornice 

High  

Door  Double leaf doors glass and timber framed 
flush timber panel doors 
Bronze coloured metal fire door to G.03 

High  
 
Little  

Original 
 
New (2012/2014) 

Services Fire indicator panel, exit sign Little  
Pendant light  High appears early 

Misc. Timber panelling and surrounds to doors High Original 
G.10 Ladies’ Toilet 
Floor Linoleum Floor tiles to wet areas Moderate  
Ceiling Plasterboard Intrusive New 
Walls Timber, render, part tiles, paint 

Timber skirting, timber coat rails with 
hooks 

High  Original 

Door  Timber panelled High  Original 
Window Steel and wrought iron outside Exceptional Original 
Services Pendant Lights/ Surface lights High appears  early 
Fixtures East wall - two wall hung ceramic sinks  

South wall -  mirror and dresser (houses 
water meter) 

High Original 

G.11 Foyer – Main Entrance Lobby 
Floor Marble with thin black strips and eight 

pointed star at central space 
Exceptional  Original 

Ceiling Plaster vault Exceptional  Original 
Walls Timber panelling 

Marble skirting, timber cove cornice except 
at vault on east wall 

  

Door  Timber and glass doors to lift 
Timber panelled doors to Toilets 
Timber and glass doors with etching to  
G.08 and  G.15 
West wall – Sliding wrought iron gate in 
front of lift doors 

Exceptional Original 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Ground Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Services Exit Sign  
 
Downlight near lift, security  

Little 
 
Little 

 to replicate early 
style 
New 

Fixtures Early light fittings 
Original light fitting at vaulted ceiling 
Commemorative plaque inset in timber 
panelling 

Exceptional  Original 

G.12 Entry – External Landing and Steps to Gloucester Street 
Floor Marble  

Trachyte steps, bronze grated drain 
Exceptional  Original 

Ceiling Timber panelling Exceptional  Original 
Walls Timber panelling 

West wall - Timber lintel with fixed glazing 
panel 

Exceptional  Original 

Door  Timber and glass doors. Main door timber, 
painted   

Exceptional  Original 

Services Exit Sign 
 
Security, emergency, wall mounted 
directory 

Little 
 
Little 

 to replicate early 
style 
New 

Fixtures Surface mounted light High  Original 
G.13 Gents’ Toilets 
Floor Tiles High  Original 
Ceiling Plasterboard – painted Intrusive  
Walls Rendered masonry above and below dado  

Tile skirting, timber coat rails with hooks 
High  Original 

Window Steel and wrought iron outside Exceptional Original 
Door  Timber – panelled 

WC doors – timber 
High  Original 

Fixtures Urinals Little fittings replaced 
b/w 1991-1997 

G.14 Bio Box 
Floor Linoleum Moderate  
Ceiling Plaster and timber batten Moderate cannot determine 

if original 
Walls Masonry, painted brick 

Timber batten cornice 
Moderate  

Door  Timber panelled to outside and metal 
sheet to inside 

High  

Windows Timber frame Exceptional Original 
G.15 Former Lecture Hall 

(Used as Auditorium 2014) 
Floor Timber  

Carpet over 
Exceptional 
Little 

Original 
New 

Ceiling Plaster – ornate elements Exceptional Original 
Walls Render above below dado, sandstone 

dado - Regular coursing, with recessed 
joints 
Lime wash finish  
Stone skirting, ornate cornice 
Stone surrounds  to doors, windows, stage 

Exceptional Original/Early 
 
 
 
 

Wall vents, masonry cracking (south wall)  Need 
maintenance 

Door  Timber panelled  
Timber glass 

Exceptional  Original 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Ground Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Window  Steel frame Exceptional  Original 
Dais Timber floor, sandstone base with timber 

frame and wire mesh vents, marble stairs, 
wrought iron balustrade, timber lectern 
and demonstration bench with sink, timber 
framing and surrounds to whiteboard 
 

Exceptional 
 
 
 
 

Original 
 
 
 
 

Whiteboard, excluding frame Little  New 

Services Power outlets surface mounted Little  
Pendant lights High Original 
Linear AC registers in ceiling  Little/Intrusive  

G.16 Storage 
(used for Computer Services 2014) 

Floor  Vinyl tiles Little  Original 
Ceiling Plasterboard – painted Intrusive  
Walls Brickwork, painted Little  
Door  Timber – panelled High  Original 
Services Central CPUs, Computer equipment 

Cabling etc, ceiling mounted fluorescents 
Little  New c2012 

G.17 Tea Room 
Floor Linoleum Little  New 
Ceiling Plasterboard – painted Intrusive  
Walls Rendered masonry  

South: Infill wall, West: splashback 
High 
Little  

Original 
New 

Door  Timber High  Original 
Services Surface mounted power points 

Boiling water unit mounted on wall 
Kitchen, cupboards, sink, appliances  

Little   

G.18 Office  
(used as Storage 2014) 

Floor Vinyl Little  New 
Ceiling Plasterboard – painted Intrusive  
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Timber skirting 
High  Original 

Door  Timber High  Original 
Services Surface mounted fluorescent, fire hose 

reel 
Intrusive  

G.19/G.20 Plant Room – Main Switch Room (not surveyed 2014)  
Floor Concrete Little  New 
Ceiling Concrete Little  New 
Walls Concrete face, wall finish Little  New 
Door  Flush  Little  New 
Services Fluorescent fitting wire hung Little   
G.21 N/A - Amalgamated with other rooms 
G.22 Main Stair – Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
G.23 Courtyard (not surveyed 2014) 
Floor Concrete floor 

Pit 
High  Original 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Ground Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Walls Masonry walls, render, paint all elevations 
North wall entry door to Meter Room, wall 
vent,  
East wall - wall vent, entry door, windows 
above, sewer stack 
South wall - windows and rendered wall to 
fire passage 
West wall -  Fire passage above with 
rendered walls 

High 
 
 
Little/intrusive 

Original 
components 
 
Later alterations/ 
services 

Window West wall has window to light well 
Steel frame 

High  Original 

Glazing with steel mesh (wired glass) Intrusive New 
Door Entry door to courtyard – single frosted 

pane of glass and timber panelled, 
 
High  

 
Original 

Door to Meter Room – flush timber Intrusive New 
Services Sewer stack Intrusive New 
G.24 Ladies Toilet, Shower, Baby Change Room 2014 
Floor  Vinyl with integral skirting Little  New 
Ceiling Plasterboard – painted Little New 
Walls Masonry, painted  

Tiles to door height 
High  
Little 

Original 
New 

Door  Timber  High  Original 
Window Steel 

Wired glass 
High 
Little  

Original 

Services WC, shower and baby change fittings and 
fixtures 
Alarms, emergency 
Exhaust 

Little New (2012/2014) 

G.25 Stair, Corridor (Not surveyed 2014) 
G.26 Landing to Main Stair from Lift Lobby 
Floor Marble tiles, Marble Treads to stairs from 

lift lobby to landing  
Exceptional Original 

Ceiling Plaster with cornice Exceptional Original 

Walls Ashlar incised render to cornice 
Timber Frame around opening 

Exceptional Original 

Services  Exit sign 
Ceiling mounted light 

Little  
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Figure 6.2 Grading of Spaces  -  First Floor 
Note:  This plan grades the significance of spaces overall (spatial layout and 
quality).  For individual elements, including internal partitions (walls) and finishes, 
refer to the following Schedule of Significant Elements. 
 
Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: First Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

1.01 Classroom (Original Library) – Common Room 2014  
Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 

1.02 Fire Stair - Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
1.03 NA - Amalgamated with other rooms 
1.04,1.05 Plant Room, Tea Room – Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
1.06 - 1.08 NA – Amalgamated with other rooms 
1.09 Store (not surveyed 2014) 
Floor Timber High Original 
Ceiling Render, paint   
Walls Masonry, render, paint High Original 
Door  Timber and glass High Original 
Window  Timber High Original 
Services A/C ducts 

hot water unit 
hydraulic pipes mounted on wall 

Intrusive 
 

New 

1.10 Students’ Common Room (Part of Original Library) 
(used as Locker Room 2014) 

Floor Linoleum – black Little New 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: First Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Ceiling Flush plasterboard dropped ceiling Intrusive New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting Ducted 
High  

Door  Timber  
Flush painted 

High 
Little 

 

Services Recessed down lights Intrusive New 
Misc. Fire hose reel- switch end of space 

Lockers, vending machine 
Little New 

1.11 Plant Room (not surveyed 2014) 
Walls Brickwork, masonry, render, part painted 

East wall - face brickwork and rendered wall 
masonry 

High – 
rendered wall 
Intrusive – 
brickwork 

 

Door  Flush panel Intrusive New 
Services Exit sign 

Fluorescent wire hung fitting 
 
Intrusive 

New 

Fixtures Service pipes to ceilings to south and 
western walls. 

Intrusive New 

1.12 Kitchen – Refer to Typical Rooms Schedule 
1.13 Fire Stair - Refer to Typical Rooms Schedule 
1.14 Lift Lobby 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Masonry, render, paint Exceptional  
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting Timber 
Exceptional  

Door  Timber and glass to lift doors 
Timber and glass to Common Room 

Exceptional 
Exceptional 

 

Services Surface mounted fitting Moderate New 
1.15 Main Stair - Refer to Typical Rooms Schedule 
1.16 NA 
1.17  Ambulant WC, Store and Services 2014 
Floor  Vinyl, vinyl skirting Little New 
Ceiling  Plaster suspended Little New 
Walls Masonry painted, plasterboard partitions, 

tiles in WC 
Little New 

Door  Timber panelled and glass infill Little   
Window  Steel framed, wired glass High  
Services WC, shower fittings and fixtures 

Alarms, exhaust, wall lights 
Little  New 

1.18 Fire Passage (not surveyed 2014) 
Floor Concrete Intrusive New 
Ceiling Concrete Intrusive New 
Walls Masonry 

West wall – exit door 
Intrusive New 

Door  Flush Intrusive New 
Services Exit sign 

Wall mounted fluorescent 
Intrusive 
 

New 
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Figure 6.3 Grading of Spaces  -  Second Floor  
Note:  This plan grades the significance of spaces overall (spatial layout and 
quality).  For individual elements, including internal partitions (walls) and finishes, 
refer to the following Schedule of Significant Elements. 
 
Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Second Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

2.01 Classroom - Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
2.02 – 2.05 Fire Stair, Corridor, Plant Room, Tea Room – Refer to Typical Room Types 

Schedule 
2.06 Classroom - Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
2.07  NA - Amalgamated with other rooms 
2.08 Corridor 2014 

(formed to serve partitioned spaces 2.09, 2.11,2.14) 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Plasterboard Little New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint, timber panelling, 

internal windows to 2.13 
Skirting - Timber 
Picture rail – Timber 

High Original 

Metal partition with frosted glazing to 
2.09,2.11,2.14 

Intrusive New 

Doors Timber to west, north with glazing to main High Original 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Second Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

lobby 
Metal with frosted glass to 2.09,2.11,2.14 Intrusive New 

2.09 Classroom, Office 2014 – Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule  
2.10  Corridor (also 2.12, 2.24) 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plaster High Original 
Walls Timber, masonry, render, paint 

Ashlar incised render below picture rails on 
north, west and south walls 
Skirting - Timber 
Picture rail - Timber picture rails aligned to 
door head 
Beams 

Exceptional Original 

Door  Timber & glass panelled Exceptional Original 
Services 
 

Exit signs 
Surface oyster mounted fitting and pendants 

Intrusive 
 

New 

2.11 Classroom/Office 2014 – Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
2.12 Corridor – Refer 2.10 above 
2.13 Office - Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 

(Used as Meeting Room 2014) 
2.14 Office - Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 

(Used as Meeting Room 2014) 
2.15 Office - Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
2.16 Corridor 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Plaster High  
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting - Timber 
Picture rail – Timber 

High Original 

Door  Timber, glass High Original  
Services Exit sign 

Fluorescent 
Little 
 

New 

2.17 NA - Amalgamated with other rooms 
2.18, 2.19 Office, Plant Room – refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
2.20 Store 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plaster High Original 
Walls Masonry 

Skirting not visible – shelving in front 
High Original 

Door  Timber and glass Intrusive New 
Services Power not visible 

 
Surface mounted oyster fitting 

 
 
Little 

Not visible and 
difficult to assess 

2.21 Lobby 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plasterboard, access panel High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting – Linoleum 
High Original 

Door  1.Timber & glass, 
2.Flush Panel 
 
 

Intrusive 
 

New 

2.22 Corridor 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Second Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Ceiling Plasterboard Little New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting - Timber 
Picture rail - No rail on north wall 
Timber and Glass partition, part masonry 

High  

Door  Timber and frosted glass High  
Services Exit sign 

Surface mounted oyster fitting 
Little 
Intrusive 

New 

2.23 NA – Amalgamated with other rooms   
2.24 Corridor – Refer 2.10 above 
2.25 Ambulant WC 2014 
Floor  Vinyl  Little  New 
Ceiling Plasterboard – suspended Little New 
Walls Masonry, painted  

Tiles to door height 
High  
Little 

Original 
New 

Door  Timber  High  Original 
Services WCs, fittings and fixtures 

Exhaust 
Little 
 

New  

2.26 Fire Stair - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
2.27 Lift Lobby 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plasterboard High  
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting - Timber 
Cornice - Stepped plaster 
Picture rail – Timber 

Exceptional Original 

Door  1.Timber & glass 
2.Single sliding timber & glass lift doors 

Exceptional 
Exceptional 

Original 

Services Power – wall mounted 
Smoke alarm  

Little 
Little 

 
New 

 Exit sign Moderate Replica  
 Acrylic fittings on wall Intrusive New 
 2x Surface mounted Moderate Replica 
Fixtures Access panel Little New 
2.28 Main Stair -- refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
2.29 Ladies Toilet (mid-landing between Floor 2 and 3) (not surveyed 2014) 
Floor Tiles Low New 
Ceiling Plaster Moderate New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting – Tiles 
Timber toilet partitions and doors  

High Original 

    
Door  Timber High Original 
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Figure 6.4 Grading of Spaces  - Third Floor 
Note:  This plan grades the significance of spaces overall (spatial layout and 
quality).  For individual elements, including internal partitions (walls) and finishes, 
refer to the following Schedule of Significant Elements. 
 
Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Third Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

3.01,3.02 Office - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule  
3.03 - 3.06 Fire Stair, Corridor, Plant Room, Tea Room – Refer to Typical Room Types 

Schedule 
3.07,3.08 Office - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 

(3.08 used as Visitors Store 2014) 
3.09 South Corridor 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plaster High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Ashlar incised render below picture rail 
Skirting - Timber 
Cornice – Plaster 

Exceptional Original 

Door  Timber and glass doors Exceptional Original 
Services Exit sign Little  
 Pendant fittings High Original 
 Vents Intrusive  
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Third Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

3.10 Office - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
3.11 Classroom - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
3.12 East Corridor 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Flush plasterboard Moderate New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting - Timber 
Picture rail - Timber – no rail on east wall 

High Original 

Door  Timber & glass High Original 
Services Exit sign 

Surface mounted fluorescent lights 
Pendant lights 

High 
Intrusive 
High 

Original 
New 
Original 

3.13 Office - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
(Used as Printer Room 2014) 

3.14 Classroom 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Plaster, Ornate ceiling 

Beams running east west direction 
Exceptional 
Exceptional 

Original 

Walls Masonry, plasterboard paint 
Ornate Cornice 
Picture rail - Timber – some at door height 

Exceptional Original 

Door  Timber and glass panelled Exceptional Original 
Window  Timber Exceptional Original 
Services Exit sign Little New 
 Surface mounted oyster style fitting Little New 
3.15 Classroom - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 

(Used as Computer Lab 2014) 
3.16 Plant Room - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
3.17 NA – Amalgamated with other rooms 
3.18 Corridor 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plaster Intrusive New 
Walls Masonry 

Skirting – Linoleum 
Intrusive 
Little 

New 

Door  1) Timber and glass panelled 
2) Flush 

Intrusive 
Intrusive 

New 

Services Exit sign Little New 
 Surface mounted fitting Intrusive New 
3.19,3.20 Fire Stair, Kitchen - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 

Kitchen fitting, fixtures and finishes upgraded 2014 
3.21 North Corridor 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plaster High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting - Timber 
Cornice – Plaster 

High Original 

Door  1) Timber and glass doors 
2) Timber and glass 

High 
Intrusive 

Original 

Services Exit sign 
Pendant fittings 

Little 
High 

New 

3.22 Lift Lobby 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plaster High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint Exceptional Original 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Third Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Ashlar incised render on all walls 
Skirting - Timber 
Cornice - Stepped plaster 
Picture rail – Timber 

Door  - Lift door (sliding timber and glass) 
- Swing doors (timber and glass) 

Exceptional 
Exceptional 

Original 

Services Exit sign Little New 
3.23 Main Stair - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
3.24 Gents Toilet (mid- landing between Floor 3 and 4) (Not surveyed 2014) 
Floor Tiles with border High Original 
Ceiling Flush plasterboard Little New 
Walls Masonry, render, painted 

Skirting - Tiles 
Picture rail - None on south wall 
Bulkhead on west wall 

Moderate New 

Door  Timber doors to cubicles/ timber panels 
Entry door 

High 
High 

Original 

Window  Steel High Original 
Services Pendant light 

Surface mounted 
 
Air extract vent to ceiling 
New services above tiles 

High 
Little 
 
Intrusive 
Intrusive 

Original 
New 
 
New 
New 

Fixtures Rectangular with decorative border 
Terrazzo 
Different to each other – northern appears to 
be in tile 

High 
High 
High 

Original 
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Figure 6.5 Grading of Spaces  -  Fourth Floor 
Note:  This plan grades the significance of spaces overall (spatial layout and 
quality).  For individual elements, including internal partitions (walls) and finishes, 
refer to the following Schedule of Significant Elements. 
 

Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Fourth Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

4.01 Office - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
4.02 - 4.04 Fire Stair, Plant Room, Tea Room – Refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
4.05 - 4.07 Office - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 

(new Partitions 2012/2014) 
4.08 Corridor - refer to 4.21 
4.09,4.10 Office - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
4.11,4.12 NA - Amalgamated with other rooms 
4.13,4.14 Classroom - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 

(used as Office 2014) 
4.15 Copy Room  

(used as Office 2014) 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Plasterboard suspended ceiling with 

bulkhead 
Intrusive New 

Walls Masonry, plasterboard, render, paint 
Skirting - Timber and duct in front 
Picture rail - Timber aligned to door height 

High Original 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Fourth Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Door  Timber with top panes frosted High Original 
Window  Timber High Original 
Services Skirting duct 

Recessed fittings 
Access panels to ceiling, 

Little 
Intrusive 
Intrusive 

New 

4.16 Plant Room - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
4.17 Store Room- refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Plasterboard  Intrusive New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting - Not assessed as shelving in front 
Picture rail – Timber 

High Original 

Door  Timber and glass panelled High Original 
Services Access panel in ceiling Intrusive New 
4.18 Corridor 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plaster Intrusive New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting – Linoleum 
High Original 

Door  Flush panel High Original 
Services Exit sign  New 

 Surface mounted oyster style fitting Little New 
4.19, 4.20 Fire Stair, Kitchen - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 

Kitchen fitting, fixtures and finishes upgraded 2014 
4.21 North Corridor (also 4.22) 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plaster High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Ashlar incised rendered below picture rails 
Skirting - Timber 
Cornice - Plaster 
Picture rail – Timber 

Exceptional Original 

Door  Timber and glass Exceptional Original 
Window  Timber Exceptional Original 
Services Exit sign High Original 
4.22 Lift Lobby 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plasterboard High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Ashlar incised render below picture rails 
Skirting - Timber 
Cornice - Stepped plaster 
Picture rail – Timber 

Exceptional Original 

Door  Lift doors – wired glass and timber 
Room doors – timber and glass panes 

Exceptional 
Exceptional 

Original 

Services Exit sign Little New 
4.23 Main Stair - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
4.24 Ladies Toilet (mid-landing between Floor 4 and 5)  
Floor Tiles Low New 
Ceiling Plaster Moderate New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting – Tiles 
Timber toilet partitions and doors  

High Original 

Door  Timber High Original 
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Figure 6.6 Grading of Spaces  - Fifth Floor 
Note:  This plan grades the significance of spaces overall (spatial layout and 
quality).  For individual elements, including internal partitions (walls) and finishes, 
refer to the following Schedule of Significant Elements. 
 

Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Fifth Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

5.01,5.02 Office - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
5.03 NA – Amalgamated with other rooms 
5.04-5.07 Corridor, Fire Stair, Plant Room, Tea Room – Refer to Typical Room Types 

Schedule 
5.08 Corridor – original data sheet missing 
Floor Linoleum with border Moderate New 
Ceiling Plasterboard, suspended High Original 
Walls Masonry, Render, paint High Original 
Door  Timber and frosted glass High Original 
Services Smoke alarm, exit sign 

Pendant light fittings 
Little 
High 

New 

5.09 South Corridor 
Floor Linoleum with border Little New 
Ceiling Plaster High Original 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Fifth Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Walls Masonry, Render, paint 
Ashlar incised stone on east and west wall 
Skirting - Timber 
Cornice - Stepped plaster 
Picture rail -– Timber 

Exceptional Original 

Door  Timber and frosted glass Exceptional Original 
Services Smoke alarm, exit sign 

Pendant light fittings 
Little 
High 

New 
Original 

5.10 Office - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
5.11-5.15 Classroom - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 

(used as Offices, Reception 2014) 
5.16 NA – Amalgamated with other rooms 
5.17 Classroom 

(used as Reception/Office 2014) 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Ornate plaster decoration, cornice between 

beam 
High Original 

Walls Masonry, render, paint 
Skirting - Timber and ducted in front 
Cornice - Ornate 
Picture rail – Timber 

High Original 

Door  Timber glazed panel doors High Original 
Window  Timber High Original 
Services Skirting duct 

Exit sign 
Surface mounted fluorescent fittings 

Little 
Little 
Intrusive 

New 

Fixtures Steel bolts to south east corner column. 
Ceiling 

High Original 

5.18 Office 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Plasterboard   
Walls Masonry, plasterboard render, paint 

Ashlar incised render above and below 
picture rail in 5.30 
Skirting - Timber and ducted 
Cornice - None except plaster in 5.30 
Picture rail – Timber 

High Original 

Door  Entry door - Black painted timber, connecting 
doors– timber and frosted glass 

Intrusive 
High 

New 

Window  Timber High Original 
Services Ducting 

Recessed fluorescent fittings,  
A/C vents 

Little 
Intrusive 
Intrusive 

New 

5.19 NA - Amalgamated with other rooms 
5.20 Plant Room- refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
5.21 Store Room 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Plasterboard High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint High Original 
Door  Timber and glass High Original 
Services Ducting Little New 
Fixtures Bulkhead ceiling 

A/C Units 
Intrusive New 

5.22 Corridor – (not surveyed 2014) 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Fifth Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Ceiling Plaster Intrusive New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting – Linoleum 
High Original 

Door  Flush panel High Original 
Services Exit sign Little New 
5.23 Store Room 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Plasterboard High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting - Timber and ducting 
Picture rail – Timber 

High Original 

Door  Timber and glass High Original 
Services Ducting Little New 
Fixtures Bulkhead ceiling Intrusive New 
5.24 North Corridor 
Floor Linoleum with border Little New 
Ceiling Plaster High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Ashlar incised render below picture rails 
Skirting - Timber 
Cornice - Stepped plaster 
Picture rail - Timber 

Exceptional Original 

Door  Timber and frosted glass Exceptional Original 
Services Smoke alarm, exit sign 

Pendant light fittings 
Little 
High 

New 

5.25, 5.26 Kitchen, Fire Stair - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
Kitchen fitting, fixtures and finishes upgraded 2014 

5.27 Lift Lobby 
Floor Linoleum with border Little New 
Ceiling Plaster High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Ashlar incised render below picture rails on 
north and east walls 
Ashlar incised stone on south and west walls 
Skirting - Timber 
Cornice - Stepped plaster 
Picture rail – Timber 

High Original 

Door  Timber and  frosted glass, lift doors timber High Original 
Services Surface mounted light fitting Moderate New 
5.28 Main Stair- refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
5.29 Gents Toilet (mid-landing between Floor 5 and 6)  
Floor Tiles Low New 
Ceiling Plaster Moderate New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting – Tiles 
Timber/terrazzo? toilet partitions and timber 
doors  

High Original 

Door  Timber High Original 
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Note: Roof over stair is graded high as it steps down from balcony 
and distinguishes the stair as a new element.   
The stair itself is intrusive (note previous plans)  
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 6.7 Grading of Spaces - Sixth Floor  
Note:  This plan grades the significance of spaces overall (spatial layout and 
quality).  For individual elements, including internal partitions (walls) and finishes, 
refer to the following Schedule of Significant Elements. 
 
Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Sixth Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

6.01 Office 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Plaster High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting - Timber 
Cornice - Stepped plaster 
Picture rail - Timber 
column, A/C unit on west wall 

High Original 

Door  Timber panelled High Original 
Window  Steel High Original 
6.02 Office 
Floor Carpet Little  
Ceiling Plaster Ceiling High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting - Timber 
Cornice - Stepped plaster 
Picture rail – Timber 

High Original 

Wall mounted A/C unit on east wall 
Wall Mounted cabinets 

Intrusive New 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Sixth Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Door  Timber panelled High Original 
6.03 NA – Amalgamated with other rooms 
6.04 Plant Room 2 
Floor Concrete plinth Low New 
Ceiling Exposed timber rafters, and A frame truss High – rafters 

Moderate - 
lining  

Original 
New 

Walls Masonry, render, paint 
East wall wall/roof plasterboard lined 

High Original 

Door  Timber Little New 
Services Fluorescent Surface mounted fitting Little New 
Fixtures Hot water unit on floor Little New 
6.05 Plant Room 1 
Floor Concrete plinth Low New 
Ceiling Exposed timber rafters, and some plaster 

faces 
High – framing  

Walls Masonry, render, paint 
Face brick on south wall 
Service pipes mounted to  north wall 

Moderate – 
plaster 

New 

Services Chain hung florescent Little New 
Fixtures Wall mounted service pipes, equipment 

on ground to ceiling 
Little 
Little 

New 

6.06 Plant Equipment 
Floor Concrete paves Little New 
Walls Painted FC sheet Little New 
Door  Flush metal panel, 

Flush fire door 
Little New 

Services Exit sign Little New 
Fixtures Mechanical equipment on concrete plinths Exit sign New 
6.07 South Corridor 
Floor Concrete Low New 
Ceiling Exposed steel rafters with insulation Low New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Access door to roof on south wall 
Little New 

Door  Flush Do not appear as tagged fire doors Little New 
Services Electrical cupboard mounted on wall 

Exit signs 
Fluorescents mounted on wall 
Hydraulic pipes on walls 

Little 
Little 
Little 
Little 

New 

6.08, 6.09 Fire Exit 
Floor Concrete Little New 
Ceiling Concrete panels   
Walls Masonry, render, paint Little New 
Door  Flush Do not appear as tagged fire doors Little New 
Services Emergency lighting 

Wall mounted fluorescent fittings 
 
Little 

New 

6.10 Archival Storage 
Floor Concrete Low New 
Ceiling Exposed timber rafters,  

truss, appears later addition some plaster 
lined sloping ceiling 

High 
Moderate 

Original 
New 

Walls Masonry, render, plaster 
Sloping plaster lined roof/wall 
Plasterboard on west wall 

High Original 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Sixth Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Door  Timber flush Little New 
Services Fluorescent fittings surface mounted   
Misc. Furniture and paper storage Possible fire 

hazard 
  

6.11 Storage  
Floor Concrete Low New 
Ceiling Exposed timber rafters,  

truss, appears later addition some plaster 
lined sloping ceiling 

High 
Moderate 

Original 
New 

Walls Masonry, render, plaster High Original 
Door  Timber flush Little New 
Services Fluorescent fittings surface mounted Intrusive New 
Misc. Furniture and paper storage Possible fire 

hazard 
  

6.12 Fire Stair- refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
6.13, 6.14 Lift Shafts/ Motor Room (not surveyed 2014)  
6.15, 6.16 Main Stair (including Landing 6.16) - refer to Typical Room Types Schedule 
6.17 Bathroom 
Floor Tiles – new Intrusive New 
Ceiling Sloping plasterboard ceiling appears 

original 
High Original 

Walls Masonry, render, paint 
Skirting - Tiles 
Cornice - Stepped plaster 
Picture rail – None 

High Original 

Door  Timber panelled High Original 
Window  Steel High Original 
Services Smoke alarm 

Surface mounted light fitting 
Plumbing, air vent to ceiling 

Little 
Little 
Little 

New 

Fixtures Toilet pan, corner sink, shower cubicle 
Appears a later addition 

Little New 

6.18 Corridor 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Sloping plasterboard High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting - Timber 
Picture rail – Timber 

High Original 

Door  Timber panelled High Original 
Fixtures Timber stair and balustrade to bathroom High Original 

Various alarms, lights Little New 
6.19 Kitchen 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plaster ceiling High Original 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting - Linoleum 
Cornice - Stepped plaster 
Tiles on east wall 

High Original 

Window  Steel High Original 
Services Smoke alarm 

Lighting 
Intrusive New 

6.20 Living Room 
Floor Carpet Little New 
Ceiling Plaster ceiling High Original 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

LEVEL: Sixth Floor  

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Walls Masonry, render, paint 
Skirting - Timber 
Cornice - Plaster 
Picture rail – Timber 

High Original 

Door  Timber and frosted glass High Original 
Window  Steel frame High  Original 
Services Smoke alarm 

Surface mounted fitting 
A/C mounted on  east wall 
Wall vents on west wall 

Little 
Intrusive 
Intrusive 

New 

6.21 Balcony 
Floor Concrete pavers Intrusive New 
Ceiling Covered timber rafters Intrusive New 
Walls Balustrade - render, paint,  

Covered vents on east wall 
High Original 

Door  Timber and frosted glass High Original 
Window  Steel High Original 
Services Wall mounted light fittings Little New 
 

6.1.4 Typical Room Types 
 

Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

Typical Room Types 

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Classroom 1.01, 2.01, 2.06, 2.09,2.11, 3.11, 3.15, 4.13, 4.14, 5.11, 5.12, 5.13, 5.14, 5.15 
Floor Carpet generally Little New 
Ceiling Plasterboard; suspended + bulkheads  Intrusive New 
Walls Plaster , masonry, paint High Original 

Skirting – timber with ducted over Timber: High 
Ducted: 
Intrusive 

Timber: Original 
Ducted: New 

Picture rail – timber: generally  
2.06: none to east wall 
5.15: none to north wall 

High Original 

Metal and frosted glass partition: between 
2.01 and 2.06, between 2.09, 2.11,2.14 and 
corridor (2014) 
Plasterboard partition 2.09, 2.11 (2014) 

Little New 

Door Timber  +  glass: generally High Original 
Solid Timber panel w. side glazing: 2.06 
Timber + 7 frosted panels: 4.13, 4.14 
Metal doors to strong room: 2.06, 5.13 
Metal and frosted glass, 2.01, 2.09,2.11 
(2014) 

Little New 

Window Steel, terrazzo sill: 2.01,  High Original 
Timber: generally 
 
 

Services Smoke alarm 
Recessed fluorescent fittings: 1.01, 2.01, 
3.11, 4.13, 4.14, 5.11, 5.12, 5.13, 5.14, 5.15 
Surface mounted oyster style fittings: 3.15, 

Intrusive New 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

Typical Room Types 

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

3.17 
AC registers 
AC unit mounted on floor 

Office 2.13, 2.14,2.15, 2.18, 3.01, 3.02, 3.07, 3.08, 3.10, 3.13, 4.01, 4.05, 4.06, 4.07, 4.09, 
4.10, 5.01, 5.02, 5.10 

Floor Carpet 
(3.01 and 3.02 concrete, carpet removed) 
(4.01,4.05.4.06, vinyl, carpet removed) 

Little  

Ceiling Flush plasterboard 
Dropped plasterboard ceilings, with vaulted 
feature (4.01), below window head (4.05) 

Intrusive New 

Walls Timber, masonry, render, paint High Original 
Skirting – timber with ducted over Timber: High 

Ducted: 
Intrusive 

Timber: Original 
Ducted: New 

Picture rail – timber High Original 
Timber & glass partition(2.13 east wall) High Original, early 
Plasterboard partition (2.14),between 4.0/ 
4.05,4.06,4.07 
Metal and frosted glass to corridor (2.14) 

Little 
 
Little 

New 
 
New  

Aluminium & glass partition cubicles (2.18) Little New 
Door Timber & glass: generally, 5.02 (entry door) High Original 

Timber + 7 frosted panels: 5.01 
5.02: Connecting door - timber and steel 
Metal + frosted glass (2.14) Little New 
Flush, veneered (4.05), 4.06 Little New 

Window Steel, terrazzo sill: 3.01, 3.02, 4.01 (west), 
5.01, 5.02 

High Original 

Timber: generally, 4.01 (east) 
Internal timber w. frosted glazing: 2.13 

Services Surface mounted fluorescents 
Recessed down lights (4.01,4.05,4.06) 
Concealed strip uplight to vaulted ceiling 
(4.01) 
AC vents, exist sign 
(4.09 AC vent to ceiling) 

Intrusive New 

Tea room 1.05, 2.05, 3.06, 4.04, 5.07 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plasterboard Little New 
Walls Masonry, paint High Original 

Linoleum skirting 
Tile splashback, bench and cupboards 
(above + below bench) to South wall 

Little New 

Door Flush  Intrusive New 
Timber and frosted glass panels: 5.07 High Original 

Services Power surface mounted Little  
Kitchen 1.12, 3.20, 4.20, 5.25 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Plasterboard – hatch in ceiling Little New 
Walls Masonry, plasterboard, paint 

 
High  

 Skirting Linoleum Little New 
 1.12 Electrical DB + Services cabinet to 

southern wall – not inspected 
Little New 
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Science House – Schedule of Significant Elements 

Typical Room Types 

ELEMENT DESCRIPTION/MATERIAL SIGNIFICANCE COMMENTARY 

Door  Flush panel 
 

Intrusive New 

Timber and frosted glass: 5.25 High Original 
Services Surface mounted switch plate 

Exist sign  
AC vent: 4.20 
Down lights – recessed: 1.12 
Surface mounted oyster fittings: 3.20, 4.20 

Intrusive 
Little 
Intrusive 

New 

Fire Stairs (Northwest) 1.13, 2.26, 3.19, 4.19, 5.26, 6.12 
Floor Concrete Intrusive New 
Ceiling Concrete Intrusive New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint Intrusive New 
Door  Flush Intrusive New 
Services Fire exit sign Little New 
Main Stair (Central Original Stair) G.22, 1.15, 2.28, 3.23, 4.23, 5.28, 6.15,6.16 
Floor Terrazzo High Original 
Ceiling Plaster High Original 
Walls Ashlar incised render, masonry, paint 

Skirting – Terrazzo 
North, south and west wall - Stone coursing 
at picture rail height 

High Original 

Window  Steel High Original 
Fixtures Terrazzo steps 

Timber and wrought iron balustrade 
High Original 

Plant Room (Southwest) 1.04, 2.04, 3.05, 4.03, 5.06 
Floor Concrete slab Intrusive New 
Ceiling Concrete slab and paint Intrusive New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint Intrusive New 
Door Flush Intrusive New 
Services Fluorescent fitting hung on chain Little New 
Fire Stairs (Southwest) G.02, 1.02, 2.02, 3.03, 4.02, 5.04 
Floor Concrete Intrusive New 
Ceiling Concrete Intrusive New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint Intrusive New 
Door  Flush Intrusive New 
Services Fire exit sign Little New 
Corridor 2.03, 3.04, 5.05 
Floor Linoleum Little New 
Ceiling Flush plasterboard Intrusive New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint 

Skirting – Linoleum 
Intrusive New 

Door  Flush 
(5.05 timber and glass) 

Intrusive New 

Services Exit sign 
Surface mounted oyster light fittings 
Ceiling access panel 

Little 
Little 
Intrusive 

New 

Plant Room (Northwest) 2.19, 3.16, 4.16, 5.20 
Floor Concrete Intrusive New 
Ceiling Concrete Intrusive New 
Walls Masonry, render, paint Intrusive New 
Door  Flush Intrusive New 
Services Fluorescent light chain hung Intrusive New 
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 Archaeological Significance 6.2
 
Based on the assessment contained in Sections 4.6 and 5.1.3 the site has high 
archaeological research potential.  The archaeological resources have the potential to 
contribute to questions regarding community interactions and developments during the 
nineteenth century and are of STATE significance. A 
 
Archaeological evidence about early occupants and settlement in the first decades of the 
colony and significant archaeological evidence of this period of the site’s occupation of 
their period of occupation could be of STATE significance.  
 
The site should be subject to a comprehensive archaeological assessment prior to any 
ground disturbance in accordance with the NSW Heritage Act archaeological provisions 
(Section 8.6). 
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7 Constraints and Opportunities 
This section outlines major issues for the conservation of the site.  It takes into 
consideration matters arising from the statement of significance and procedural constraints 
imposed by cultural conservation methodology, such as that of the Australia ICOMOS 
Burra Charter, and identifies all statutory and non-statutory listings that apply for the site 
and describes constraints and opportunities arising from these listings. 

 Issues Arising from the Physical Condition and 7.1
Significance of the Place 

 
Physical Condition 
Overall the condition of the building appears to be sound and is unlikely to impose any 
major constraints for continued use and for further works in accordance with the 
conservation polices.  
 
A detailed account of the fabric of Science House is provided in Section 4.3. Only a few 
minor examples of defective or damaged fabric were identified during the current survey 
(2014).  They do not warrant urgent attention and can be addressed within the scope of a 
properly managed maintenance program as described in Section 9. 
 
Significance 
Considering the Statement of Significance, the following issues need to be addressed in 
the conservation guidelines: 
 
• To maintain appropriate use of the building that is compatible with its origins and significance as 

a home for three scientific institutions and kindred cultural organisations; 
• To conserve the architectural qualities of Science House that establish its significance and 

architectural merit. The conservation policies should inform decisions about future use and 
adaptation of spaces in order that the character, ambience and intent of the original design are 
kept; 

• To ensure that Science House continues to provide an appropriate setting for adjacent heritage 
buildings and makes a valuable contribution to the visual character of The Rocks, including its 
harmonious streetscape of buildings of diverse character and style; and, 

• To manage all aspects of its significance, including its potential historical archaeological 
resources, in accordance with statutory processes. 

 

 Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 7.2
The Rocks area is managed by the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority (Foreshore 
Authority), constituted on 1 February 1999 under the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Act 1998. 
 
The primary functions of the Foreshore Authority, stated in its Act, are to: 
 
• Protect and enhance the natural and cultural heritage of the foreshore area; 
• Promote, co-ordinate, manage, undertake and secure the orderly and economic development 

and use of the foreshore area, including the provision of infrastructure; and, 
• Promote, co-ordinate, organise, manage, undertake, secure, provide and conduct cultural, 

educational, commercial, tourist, recreational, entertainment and transport activities and 
facilities. 
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7.2.1 Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority’s Vision and Charter 

Vision 
To demonstrate vision and leadership in creating quality environments that are enriching, 
diverse, accessible and sustainable by continually improving Sydney’s significant 
waterfront precincts, balancing visitor, community and commercial expectations. 

Charter 
The Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority’s Charter commits the Authority to: 
 
1. Add value by redevelopment of surplus government land through a highly skilled organisation 

that creates new city precincts on the harbour; 
2. Capitalise on the economic and cultural worth of foreshore precincts, notably The Rocks, Circular 

Quay, Darling Harbour, as core attractions for both visitors and Sydneysiders; 
3. Balance economic return, vibrancy and diversity of harbour foreshores, including the working 

waterfront; 
4. Deliver excellence in its role as place manager for Sydney’s premier harbour sites; 
5. As custodian, ensure preservation and interpretation of natural and cultural heritage around the 

foreshores, promoting a sense of community ownership; 
6. Facilitate the opening up of foreshore areas to the public, balancing protection with active use 

while improving and extending waterfront public domain. 
 

7.2.2 Asset Owner’s Requirements  
It is understood that the current ownership of the property by the Foreshore Authority will 
continue.  The Foreshore Authority has indicated that the building may be leased, 
preferably on a long term basis. The owner’s requirements are consistent with the 
significance of the place, The Rocks Heritage Management Plan (RHMP) and the policies 
contained in this CMP.  The owner intends that this CMP will be submitted for 
endorsement by the Heritage Council to guide the future management of Science House.   
 
Refer to:  
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/sydney-Resource_centre-Frequently_asked_questions-
Lease_management_in_The_Rocks.htm#3 
 

 Heritage Management Framework 7.3
The principal statutory controls against which potential impacts on the significance of 
Science House will be assessed include the following: 
 
• Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 and associated planning instruments, 

policies, plans and guidelines; 
• The Heritage Act 1977; and, 
• The policies contained in this CMP, which will gain statutory status on adoption by the 

Foreshore Authority and endorsement by the Heritage Council.  
 
Other controls, including the National Parks and Wildlife Act (NPW) Act 1979 and the NSW 
Government Total Asset Management (Tams) guidelines, are considered in this Section. 
 
It is essential that the Foreshore Authority and the approval authority are consulted in 
order to determine any approvals that may be required for the execution of any works.  
Approvals for works may be required under both the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act (EPA) 1979 and the Heritage Act 1977. All statutory applications require 
the signature and consent of the landowner to enable lodgement.  For Science House the 
landowner is the Foreshore Authority, therefore all applications should be forwarded to the 
Foreshore Authority for endorsement prior to submission for development approval. 
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Further information about the granting of landowner’s consent can be sourced from the 
Foreshore Authority. 
 

7.3.1 Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 197924 
In November 2008, the NSW Government announced widespread reforms to the State's 
planning portfolio effective from 1 December 2008. As part of the reforms, all development 
applications (DAs) previously assessed by the Foreshore Authority are assessed by the 
Minister of Planning or under delegation by The City of Sydney Council (the consent 
authority).  The Minister for Planning is the consent authority for ‘deemed’ development 
with a capital investment value of more than $10 million dollars.  
 
Under the EP&A Act there are a number of Environmental Planning Instruments (EPIs), 
including the Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority (SCRA) Scheme, as well as State 
and Reginald Plans and Policies, Development Control Plans and Guidelines that require 
reference for Science House, which are identified and discussed further in  Sections 7.4 
and 7.5. 
 

7.3.2 New South Wales Heritage Act25 

Architectural Works 
Science House is listed in the NSW State Heritage Register, under SHR No. 01578.  This 
listing recognises the site as being of State significance and provides statutory protection 
under the NSW Heritage Act (1977). 
 
Under Section 57(1) of the Heritage Act, Heritage Council approval is required for a wide 
range of works to a SHR item. Unless an item constitutes a danger to its occupants or the 
public, demolition of a SHR item is prohibited under the Heritage Act.  An element of a 
SHR item may only be demolished if it does not contribute to the significance of the item. 
 
To gain approval for any of the above works, an application must be made to the Heritage 
Council (Section 60 application).  Under delegation, the Foreshore Authority can determine 
Section 60 applications for minor works which do not materially affect the significance of 
the item.  The Foreshore Authority can advise applicants whether applications can be 
assessed under delegation, or whether they need to be approved by the Heritage Council.   
 
Historic (European and Aboriginal) Archaeological Resources  
The Heritage Act 1977 provides statutory protection to relics, archaeological artefacts, 
features or deposits.  Sections 139 to 146 of the Act require that excavation or disturbance 
of land that is likely to contain, or is believed may contain, local and state significant 
archaeological relics is undertaken in accordance with an excavation permit issued by the 
Heritage Council of NSW (Heritage Council), or in accordance with a gazetted exception 
under Section 139(4) of the Act. 
 
Part 4 of the Act refers to items and places listed on the SHR or which are the subject of 
an Interim Heritage Order (IHO). Section 60 also requires an application for an excavation 
permit for historical archaeological resources identified as having state significance issued 
by the Heritage Council, or in accordance with a gazetted Exemption under Section 57(2) 
of the Act.  
 
  

24 http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+203+1979+cd+0+N 
25 http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+136+1977+cd+0+N 
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The Heritage Act defines an archaeological relic as being any deposit, artefact, object or 
material evidence that: 
 
(a) relates to the settlement of the area that comprises New South Wales, not being Aboriginal 

settlement, and 
(b) is of State or local heritage significance. 
 
An Archaeological Assessment & Research Design (AA&RD) should be prepared in 
accordance with the requirements of the Heritage Council.  The AA&RD for Science House 
would be a valuable resource for understanding and managing the archaeological 
resources associated with the pre-Science House history of the site.   
 
Under Section 57(1) of the Heritage Act, Heritage Council approval is required to move, 
damage, or destroy a relic listed in the State Heritage Register, or to excavate or disturb 
land which is listed on the SHR and there is reasonable knowledge or likelihood of relics 
being disturbed. 
  
A Section 60 application is required to disturb relics on an SHR listed site.  The Foreshore 
Authority has delegation to approve minor Section 60 applications that extend to 
archaeological works within the curtilage of the item. 

Standard Exemptions for works to State Heritage Register listed items 
Under Section 57(2) of the Heritage Act, the Minister may make exemptions from approval 
otherwise required under Section 57(1) for works to State Heritage Register items.  Such 
exemptions are intended to streamline the approvals process.  There are two types of 
exemptions: 
 
• Standard exemptions: apply to all State Heritage Register items and cover maintenance and 

repair and minor alterations. 
• Site specific exemptions: apply only to an individual State Heritage Register item. 
 
If proposed works are covered by a standard exemption, an Exemption Notification Form 
(not a Section 60 application) must be completed, with sufficient detail provided to 
determine whether the proposed works meet the standard exemption guidelines.  The 
Foreshore Authority has delegation from the Heritage Council to approve standard 
exemption applications. 
 
Applicants should confirm with the Foreshore Authority whether proposed works fall within 
the Standard Exemptions, and what documentation will be required. 
 
Site specific exemptions relate to the particular requirements of an individual State 
Heritage Register item, and can only be for works which have no potential to materially 
affect the significance of the item.  Site specific exemptions are only applicable if the works 
to which they refer are identified as exempt development in a CMP endorsed by the 
Heritage Council.  Currently, no site specific exemptions for Science House are in place or 
are proposed.  
 
Refer to:  NSW Department of Environment and Heritage Standard Exemptions for Works Requiring 
Heritage Council Approval:  
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/StandardExemptions.pdf 
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Minimum Standards of Maintenance and Repair 
Section 118 of the Heritage Act provides for the regulation of minimum standards for the 
maintenance and repair of State Heritage Register items.  These standards were regulated 
in 1999 and apply to all State Heritage Register items.  The minimum standards cover the 
following areas: 
 
• Weatherproofing 
• Fire protection 
• Security 
• Essential maintenance. 
 
An inspection to ensure that the item is being managed in accordance with the minimum 
standards must be conducted at least once every year (or at least once every 3 years) to 
satisfy essential maintenance and repair standards. 
 
Failure to meet the minimum standards may result in an order from the Heritage Council to 
do or refrain from doing any works necessary to ensure the standards are met.  Failure to 
comply with an order can result in the resumption of land, a prohibition on development, or 
fines and imprisonment. 
 
Refer to NSW Department of Environment and Heritage Minimum Standards for Maintenance and 
Repair:  
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/infominimumstandards.pdf 
 

7.3.3 NP&W Act26 
Under Section 89A of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1979, it is an offence for a 
person to destroy, deface, damage or desecrate an Aboriginal Object or Aboriginal Place 
without the prior issue of an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP).  The Act requires a 
person to take reasonable precautions and due diligence to avoid impacts on Aboriginal 
Objects.  AHIPs may only be obtained from the Office of Environment and Heritage.  It is 
also an offence under Section 86 of the NPW Act to disturb or excavate land for the 
purpose of discovering an Aboriginal Object, or to disturb or move an Aboriginal Object on 
any land, without first obtaining a permit under Section 90A of the NPW Act. 
 

7.3.4 NSW Government Total Asset Management  
The Total Asset Management (TAM) Manual prepared by NSW Government’s Asset 
Management Committee requires that: “Sustainable management of heritage values 
should be treated by an agency as part of its core business”.  Similarly, TAM Guidelines for 
Government Agencies prepared by NSW Treasury require “planning use of heritage assets 
to maximise their service delivery while protecting their cultural values”. 
 
While protection of built heritage in The Rocks area is part of the core business of the 
Foreshore Authority, these TAM Guidelines can be interpreted to indicate that the retention 
of heritage value overrides the financial feasibility of the ongoing reuse of items.  The 
cultural importance of The Rocks is widely recognised as paramount, and in an event 
where retention of heritage significance could collide with the financial feasibility of the 
project, the importance of retention of the heritage significance shall be given priority. 
 
Refer to the NSW Government’s Total Asset Management Manual: 
http://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/tam/tam-intro 

26 http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/act+80+1974+cd+0+N 
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 Environmental Planning Instruments (EPIs)  7.4
There are three main EPIs under the Environmental Planning and Assessment (EPA) Act 
1979 that are applicable to The Rocks:  
 

7.4.1 State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) (State and Regional 
Development) 201127  and State Environmental Planning Policy (Major 
Development) 200528 

Under the SEPPs, Science House is an environmentally sensitive area of State 
significance, being on land in The Rocks and as a place and building listed on the State 
Heritage Register under the Heritage Act 1977. 
 
Pursuant to the EPA Act, the SEPP (Major Development) applies to capital works over 
$10million.  Development under $10million requires approval under Part 4 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act.   
 
The NSW Planning Minister is the consent authority for state significant development and 
major development, as described in the State Environmental Planning Policy (State and 
Regional Development) 2011 and the State Environmental Planning Policy (Major 
Development) 2005. 
 

7.4.2 Sydney Regional Environmental Plan (SREP) (Sydney Harbour Catchment) 
200529 

The Rocks is included in the 'Foreshores and Waterways Area' defined in the SREP.  
Accordingly any development must be considered in terms of the criteria set out in Division 
2 of SREP. The SREP has limited application to Science House, as The Heritage 
Provisions in Part 5 of the SREP are not applicable to sites that are not listed as a heritage 
item. Particular provisions of the plan apply to the Foreshores and Waterways areas, 
which encompass the subject site.   
 
The SREP also requires the consideration of potential to impact on archaeological or 
potential archaeological sites and relics.   
 
The Rocks is also included as a ‘Strategic Foreshore site’ on Sheet 1 of the SREP, for 
which a Master Plan (deemed DCP) is required.  However this only applies to the City 
Foreshores area if the Minister directs, and as yet there has been no such direction.  
 
The NSW Planning Minister is the consent authority for the Sydney Regional 
Environmental Plan (Sydney Harbour Catchment) 2005. The City of Sydney or the Central 
Sydney Planning Committee is the consent authority for development not covered by the 
Planning Minister. 
 

7.4.3 Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority (SCRA) Scheme30 
The Rocks is covered by the SCRA Scheme which has the status of an EPI under 
Schedule 6 of the EPA Act.  The SCRA Scheme comprises a series of Building Site 
Control Drawings which provide for the maximum height of buildings on any particular site, 
and which also specify permissible uses for a particular site or precinct.   
 

27 http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/epi+511+2011+cd+0+N 
28 http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/epi+194+2005+cd+0+N 
29 http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/maintop/view/inforce/epi+590+2005+cd+0+N 
30http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/128436/SydneyCoveRedevelopmentAuthorit

yScheme-optimised-part-2.pdf 
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A Building Site Control drawing applies to the whole block bounded by Essex Street, 
Gloucester Street, Grosvenor Street and Cumberland Street, which contains a number of 
historic buildings.  This drawing establishes a building envelope for Science House, with 
appropriate regard to the adjacent sites and the physical and visual relationships between 
the buildings.  The building envelope for Science House is essentially the current building 
envelope.  
 
The City of Sydney or the Central Sydney Planning Committee is the consent authority for 
development, unless development that has a capital investment value of more than $10 
million, in which case The NSW Planning Minister is the consent authority.  
 

 Development Control Plans and Guidelines 7.5
7.5.1 Sydney Harbour Foreshores and Waterways Area DCP 200531 
Sydney Harbour Foreshores and Waterways Area DCP 2005 has been prepared to 
support the SREP (Sydney Harbour Catchment) 2005. The DCP provides detailed design 
guidelines for development and criteria for natural resource protection for the area 
identified as Foreshores and Waterways area. The DCP applies to all development 
proposals within the Foreshores and Waterways Area identified in SREP (Sydney Harbour 
Catchment 2005).   
 
The heritage provisions of DCP are not relevant to Science House as the site is not listed 
as a heritage item under the SREP 2005. 
 

7.5.2 The Rocks Heritage Management Plan (RHMP)32 and Heritage Policy 201033 
In recognition of the importance of heritage conservation in the area, The Rocks Heritage 
Management Plan (adopted in February 2002, updated 2010) has been prepared to 
provide a basis for understanding and conserving the heritage value of The Rocks and to 
assist in preparing individual CMPs for heritage buildings within The Rocks. 
 
The Rocks Heritage Policy articulates the Foreshore Authority’s vision for The Rocks. 
 

7.5.3 The City of Sydney Development Control Plan (DCP) 201234 
The City of Sydney DCP 2012 applies to all land as designated on the DCP map, which 
includes The Rocks.  Currently The Rocks is not identified as a Locality, Specific site or 
Specific area in the DCP.  However the General Provisions, including Heritage, 
Development Types and certain Schedules apply.   
 

7.5.4 NSW Heritage Office - Design in Context35 
The guideline is published by the NSW Heritage Office (currently NSW Office of 
Environment and Heritage) and the RAIA. The guideline establishes six criteria for 
assessing new development in a heritage conservation area or adjacent to a heritage item; 
character; scale; form; siting; materials; and, detailing.  The guideline is mainly directed to 
vacant infill sites, hence its applicability to Science House is limited, as major 
redevelopment or change to the exterior is not possible. However the criteria and 
guidelines are relevant to minor works, such as any potential change to the balcony on the 

31 http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/sydney-harbour-forshores-area-development-control 
32http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B9628D6-B745-73FA-E1F20F992872ED23.pdf 
33http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/0B97AE99-BE6D-D5A2-2DB9A05719183F85.pdf 
34 http://www.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/development/planning-controls/development-control-plans 
35 http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/DesignInContext.pdf 
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western side.  They are also relevant to redevelopment of the vacant site at 188 
Cumberland Street, which should be designed to respect the significance and setting of 
the adjacent heritage items, including Science House.  
 

7.5.5 NSW Heritage Council - New Uses for Heritage Places36 
The guideline is published by the NSW Heritage Office (currently NSW Office of 
Environment and Heritage) and the RAIA. It contains principles that encourage careful and 
sympathetic designs and interpretation in the adaptation of historic places and sites.  They 
identify principles that are relevant to Science House, which include the need to: 
understand significance; find a use and level of change appropriate to significance; ensure 
that change is reversible; conserve relationships between settings and views; provide for 
long term management and viability; and, reveal and interpret the place.  
 

 Non-statutory listings and Community Groups 7.6
7.6.1 National Trust of Australia (NSW) 
Science House has been classified by the National Trust of Australia (NSW). It was listed 
as ‘Sports House, formerly Science House’ including original interiors in 1981. 
 
Listing on the Register of the National Trust carries no statutory implications.  The Trust’s 
opinions however, are usually sought when major proposals are being formulated in 
heritage precincts or in relation to heritage buildings. 
 

7.6.2 Australian Institute of Architects 
Science House has been classified by the Australian Institute of Architects (AIA) and listed 
in the AIA Register of Significant 20th Century Buildings. 
 
Listing in the AIA Register of Significant 20th Century Buildings carries no statutory 
implications. It is indicative, however, of the recognised architectural values of the building 
and its importance to the history of architecture. 
 

 Building Regulations 7.7
7.7.1 Building Code of Australia 
The Building Code of Australia (BCA) is concerned with establishing uniform building 
regulations across Australia.  The BCA is implemented in NSW through the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 
The main provisions of the BCA concern structural requirements, fire resistance, access 
and egress (including provisions for people with disabilities), services and equipment and 
health and amenities.  Generally, minimum standards are required to be reached in 
building works.  
 
An assessment of compliance with the BCA has not been carried out for this CMP.  It is 
appreciated however that any DA/CC application will need to comply, or be deemed to 
comply with the BCA. 
 
In general, when considering the BCA in heritage buildings, proposals must ensure that 
significant fabric and spatial qualities are not compromised while the performance 
requirements of the BCA are met and public safety is assured. 

36 http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/NewUsesforHeritagePlaces.pdf 
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7.7.2 Disability Access 
The Commonwealth Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) makes it unlawful to discriminate 
against people on the grounds of their disability.  Section 23 of the Act requires non-
discriminatory access to premises which the public or a section of the public is entitled or 
allowed to use.   
 
Where the Act does apply, heritage places are not exempt from it, although the Australian 
Human Rights Commission has advised that heritage significance may be taken into 
account when considering whether providing equitable access would result in unjustifiable 
hardship.  
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8 Conservation Policies 
 

Conservation, as defined by the Burra Charter, means all the processes of looking after a 
place so as to retain its cultural significance. It is essential to establish criteria and policies 
for the conservation and on-going use of the item to ensure best practice heritage 
management.  Within this framework, owners and managers of the item will be able to 
formulate suitable proposals, and planning authorities will be able to assess those 
proposals against site specific polices. 
 
The following conservation policies are intended to assist in the ongoing use, maintenance 
and conservation of the site. They are intended to manage change, rather than prohibit it. 
Each policy is supported by a series of guidelines which will ensure that future decisions 
are made in an informed manner, thereby ensuring the significance of the place.   
 

 Conservation Principles  8.1
Background 
Science House has been assessed and is recognised as having State significance.  All 
management of Science House should have a principal aim to protect and enhance its 
heritage significance and setting.  All work should accord with statutory procedures and 
current best practise in the conservation and the management of heritage places. 
 
The Rocks Heritage Management Plan (adopted in February 2002, updated 2010) has 
been adopted by the Foreshore Authority as the overall framework for understanding and 
conserving the heritage value of The Rocks.  The CMP for Science House sits within this 
framework, however the CMP is the principal guide for the management of Science House. 
 
The Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter 2013, known as The Burra Charter, is widely 
accepted in Australia as a key reference by which all works to places identified as having 
national, state and regional significance are undertaken. Other resources, such as those 
available from NSW Environment and Heritage will assist to achieve best practice for 
specific works or management issues.   
 
Policy 1 
 In recognition of Science House as a place of State heritage significance, the 
property should be managed to achieve best practice in accordance with statutory 
procedures and recognised principles and guidelines.  
 
Guidelines  
• The conservation management of Science House should be consistent with the overall 

management framework of The Rocks contained in The Rocks Heritage Management 
Plan. 

• The basis for the heritage management of Science House is the assessment, grading 
and Statement of Heritage Significance and the policies contained in this CMP.  

•  Science House should be managed and maintained in accordance with statutory 
requirements, including the Heritage Act 1977 and relevant Acts, Environmental 
Planning Instruments and associated development controls, guidelines and codes that 
are referred to in this CMP. 

• The principles of The Burra Charter should guide the heritage management of Science 
House.  

• Refer to the guidelines prepared by NSW Heritage and Environment, including the 
NSW Heritage Manual and the guidelines referred to in this CMP.  
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 Current and Potential Future Use 8.2
Background  
Science House was built to accommodate teaching facilities and to provide associated 
office suites to the three institutions: the Royal Society of NSW, the Linnean Society of 
NSA; and, the Institution of Engineers Australia, as well as kindred organisations, which 
occupied the building from 1931-1976.  Since the building was resumed by the Sydney 
Cove Authority in 1971, it has been occupied by a number of cultural institutions including 
the Department of Sports and Recreation (1978-1997), the Australian Centre for 
Languages, later joined by Curtin University (2005), and is currently partly leased to New 
York University (2014). The building continues to demonstrate its usefulness and 
adaptability for such uses, which are the most appropriate.  Conversion to other uses that 
require major alterations, additional plumbing and services or extensive modifications 
satisfy additional fire safety and access/egress requirements would not be suitable.    
 
The most appropriate use for the building from a heritage viewpoint is for a similar purpose 
for which the building was designed.  Future uses should be compatible with the nature 
and significance of the building components.  
 
Policy 2 
New uses should continue the association with institutions of a similar nature to 
those that created the building. The building’s significant character should be 
respected in a manner that not only conserves the building’s significance but also 
gives merit to new functions37.  

Guidelines  

• The Foreshore Authority shall ensure that any new uses selected for the existing 
building shall adopt the principle of "loose fit", where the new use is adjusted as 
necessary to work within the available spatial and architectural configuration, rather 
than the opposite.  All new work should be designed to be reversible (ie can be 
removed and the original features retained or reinstated). 

• Adaptation of a building's interior should ensure that significant components such as the 
original fabric, significant architectural and spatial features and details are retained and 
conserved and that the significance of such components is not degraded. 

• Subdivision of internal spaces, where appropriate, should be undertaken in a secondary 
manner, using such items as partitions that can eventually be removed and which do 
not impact on the existing finishes or details. 

• The detailed requirements of the new uses should not generate undue changes to the 
existing fabric, especially those that cannot be reversed, or which do not respect and 
work within the existing architectural framework. 

• External alterations or additions to significant elevation and roof forms are not 
permitted.  Any alterations to meet approved interpretation, re-use or cultural tourism 
requirements, should be of a very minor nature, and subservient to the primary 
architectural features and composition of the existing structure. 

• The introduction of new services and associated fittings as part of approved re-use 
programs should be carried out with the minimum of disruption to the fabric, spaces and 
aesthetic qualities. 

• Uses which require an unacceptable degree of intervention for upgrading for building 
code compliance should be avoided. 

• Future uses should be compatible with the nature and significance of the building 
components and should enable Science House to remain a vital and important 
component of The Rocks precinct. 

37 HBO CMP 2006, p118 
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• Priority should be given to any functions that may be similar to the building’s original 
use as the head office of scientific associations or similar cultural or educational 
organisations. 

• The use that would be most preferable would be a single tenant or lessee, such as a 
school or learning facility that will occupy the whole building. Preference should be 
given to a prospective lessee that will use the building for such a purpose, provided that 
any changes to BCA classification did not cause unacceptable changes to significant 
building fabric. 

• Considering the hierarchy of spaces throughout the building, if multiple tenancies were 
to be considered, then a single tenant must occupy the entire Ground and First Floor.  
These two levels are essentially a single entity with regard to the hierarchy of spaces 
throughout the building, including the similar treatment of their exterior and the 
interlinked spaces of the interior (Foyer, Auditorium). The floors above may be leased 
for multiple tenancies, preferably one tenant per floor, provided that it can be 
demonstrated that the spatial hierarchy and significant spaces and central elements will 
be conserved and that the building overall will not lose its significant characteristics and 
ambience. 

• New uses should accord with the principles of the Burra Charter (refer to Policy 1). 
 
Policy 3  
The suitability of a proposed use should be assessed and should only be agreed by 
the Foreshore Authority if it will minimise or avoid adverse heritage impact.  Matters 
to be assessed will include; impact on building fabric, character and ambience; 
internal layout and hierarchy of spaces; building code and access compliance; and, 
service requirements.  
 
Guidelines: 
• The street facades of Gloucester and Essex Streets should remain intact and any 

proposals to alter the primary entrance should not be considered 
• It is important to recognise that the interpretation of the Commercial Palazzo style at 

Science House relies on strong classical references that give the building a dignified 
presentation. Any use of the building should only involve users that respect the dignity 
of the building and without the need for major signage or identification media.  

• In considering potential uses the spatial arrangements of the floor plans and what they 
lend themselves to, and the options they provide, should determine whether proposed 
uses are compatible or not. 

• Any proposed new use of significant interiors such should preserve the character of 
the space by retaining the floor plan and significant elements within, including 
surviving original details and finishes contribute to the character of spaces and should 
be retained, such as: skirtings, picture rails, cornices, architraves, windows and doors, 
fixed glazed partitions and joinery fittings. Partitions should not be removed on the 
Ground and First Floors.  Partitions that define the central spine and centrally grouped 
circulation spaces and service rooms on the upper floors should be retained.  While it 
would be preferable to retain all other partitions on the upper floors, it may be possible 
to make openings in some partitions between offices, particularly at the southern or 
northern end provided that they do not affect spaces of exceptional or high 
significance or involve removal of original fabric. 

• Uses which generate difficult to resolve BCA and Accessibility compliance issues that 
may adversely affect the significance of the building should be avoided 

• The assessment criteria for future lessees should include their capability to maintain 
the building in a good condition. 

• Priority should be given to any functions that may be similar to the building’s original 
use as the head office of scientific bodies.  Possible reuse options could include: a 
school or learning facility; office of a professional or cultural organisation or a semi 
government body; offices of a professional organisation; a private club that can 
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accommodate administration functions into offices on above levels and recreation or 
meeting activities in the hall/library; a museum or place of exhibition or a place of 
information such as for tourists or the arts. 

• It is important that the financial benefits and economic viability of options for adaption 
should be assessed in terms of the building’s location, available leasable areas and 
desirable quality of fitouts. 

 

 Asset Management 8.3
8.3.1 Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority responsibilities 
Background 
Science House is within the LGA of the City of Sydney. It is part of The Rocks, is owned by 
the Crown vested in the Foreshore Authority.  The Foreshore Authority has overall 
responsibility for the management of the place.  Additional responsibilities derived from the 
NSW TAMS Guidelines are also recognised. 
 
Policy 4 
Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority shall retain responsibility for Science 
House as a single entity within the overall context of The Rocks precinct. 
 
Guidelines 
• Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority should implement a management structure that 

integrates development and conservation work with the overall management 
of Science House: 

• The Foreshore Authority should make this CMP a publicly accessible document. 
• The Foreshore Authority should ensure that this document and any subsequent 

recording and investigations are achieved in such a manner that provides an accurate 
record of the changes to the significant fabric of Science House. 

• The intention, aims and policies of this CMP shall be disseminated through, and 
implemented by, relevant key staff of the Foreshore Authority. 

• The Foreshore Authority shall adequately assess the impact of proposed modifications 
to significant fabric, prior to the granting of owner's consent. 

• A program of regular monitoring should be established, covering both the physical 
changes within Science House and visitor experience issues, and be incorporated, 
where relevant, into management decisions. 

 

8.3.2 Total Asset Management Plans and CMPs  

Background  
This CMP will be one of documents used by the asset owners, managers and lessees for 
management and maintenance of Science House and needs to be fully compatible with 
other relevant documents addressing the same property, including any current 
Maintenance Plans and Total Asset Management (TAM) Plans.   
 
Policy 5 
This CMP should be used to provide feedback to all future Management Plans for 
the same property. 
 
Guidelines 
• The Authority should include findings of this CMP into the Foreshore Authority’s asset 

management systems and plans, particularly TAM Plans and Maintenance Plans 
for Science House. 
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8.3.3 Adoption, Endorsement and Review of the CMP38 

Background 
This CMP for Science House proposes a framework for the management of heritage 
issues in relation to upgrading and adaptive re-use projects and, into the long term, to 
ensure that the identified significance of the complex is retained and maintained. It should 
be adopted by the Foreshore Authority, and submitted for endorsement by the NSW 
Heritage Council.  
 
Circumstances may change over the years as various recommendations are implemented 
and new use requirements emerge.  Conservation Policies will need to anticipate or 
progressively respond to changing situations if they are to remain relevant. 
 
Policy 6 
This CMP should be adopted by the Foreshore Authority, endorsed by the NSW 
Heritage Council and should be reviewed every five to ten years, or when 
circumstances change, whichever comes first. 
 
Guidelines 
• Reviews of the CMP should be based on The Burra Charter and guidelines by the 

Office of NSW Environment and Heritage (former Heritage Office). 
• Reviews should also take into account any other relevant legislation, planning 

frameworks, appropriate literature and widely recognised conservation practices and 
procedures. 

• Reviews should be undertaken by experienced conservation practitioners in 
conjunction with the owners and management representatives. 

• Irrespective of the requirement to review the document every five years or on 
changing circumstances, the CMP should remain as a valid basis for on-going 
heritage management until such reviews are completed. 

 

8.3.4 Approvals’ Process and Landowners Consent 

Background 
Science House is owned by The Crown, is vested in the Foreshore Authority and is listed 
in the State Heritage Register.  Legislation is in place to prevent loss of cultural 
significance by inappropriate development or building works, repairs and maintenance.  
Such works require consents or approvals from a number of authorities.  Usually works to 
Science House will require approval by the Heritage Council under Section 60 of the 
Heritage Act.   Some exemptions from approval for minor works are available Under 
Section 57(2) the NSW Heritage, Act, provided that the Heritage Council is notified and a 
request is endorsed.  
 
Work will also require consent from the City of Sydney Council, unless it is development 
that has a capital investment value of more than $10 million, in which case The NSW 
Planning Minister is the consent authority.  The various Acts and approval requirements 
are outlined in the previous section. 
 
As the landowner, the consent of the Foreshore Authority is required prior to lodging any 
application for works or notification or requests for approval exemptions.  This process is 
separate from the development approvals required from the Heritage Council or the City of 
Sydney Council. Foreshore Authority consent to lodge an application does not give the 
approval to actually undertake the works.   

38 Adoption (the Foreshore Authority), Endorsement (NSW Heritage Council) and Review (the Foreshore 
Authority) 
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Policy 7 
No work to Science House should be undertaken without the required statutory 
approvals. Prior to the lodgement of applications and the commencement of works 
the proponent should liaise with the Foreshore Authority’s heritage architect and 
obtain the consent of the Foreshore Authority as landowner.   
 
Guidelines 
• Prior to granting owner’s consent to any proposed works, the Foreshore Authority 

should, in its capacity as land owner and manager, be satisfied that there are no 
adverse heritage impacts associated with the proposal.   

• A Heritage Impact Assessment and adequate documentation of the proposed works 
(including design of new services, any structural interventions and code compliance 
issues) will be required to assist in the assessment by the Foreshore Authority. 

• Documentation for works that may be exempt or require development approval should 
accord with the requirements of the consent authorities, usually the Heritage Council 
and the City of Sydney Council, once consent to lodge the application has been 
obtained from the Foreshore Authority as landowner. 

• Refer to Foreshore Authority’s Landowner’s Consent Supplementary Guide: 
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/A8D06A3F-0D3B-E978-
A5AE5CA6EC529C01.pdf 
 

Background 
To prevent the gradual loss of cultural significance through incremental change, a 
mechanism for controlling any modifications undertaken by lessees and tenants to the 
significant fabric needs to be implemented. 
 
Policy 8 
All lessees and tenants of the building should be made aware of the cultural 
significance of the item.  Lessees and tenancies should only be selected and 
approved by the Foreshore Authority where the proposed or future uses are 
compatible with the significance of the item and the sensitive fabric and spaces, and 
where required changes to the item can be installed and removed without adverse 
impact. 
 
Guidelines 
• Lessees and tenants shall be consistent with all policies of this CMP for their planning 

and design.  Full compliance with this CMP will be required by the Foreshore Authority.  
This includes completion of the Schedules of Works as per Section 9 – Implementation 
of this CMP.  

• Lessees and tenants should be aware of the Foreshore Authority’s role and policies as 
indicated in Section 7. 

• The impact of proposed modifications should be adequately assessed, prior to the 
granting of landowner's consent.  

• Refer to Foreshore Authority’s Fitout Guide for Commercial and Retail Premises in The 
Rocks: 
http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/12A70AAF-01B7-843B-
4277847E1A35A1D4.pdf 
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 Management of Significance 8.4
8.4.1 Retention of Significance 
 
Background 
Science House is an item of State significance. The item’s significance is derived primarily 
from its aesthetic, associational and social significance, established as a building of 
exemplary architectural design for its period, receiving the first Sulman Award (Medal) of 
the Royal Australian Institute of Architects, New South Wales chapter in 193239. This 
significance resides in the building as a whole and individually significant components such 
as the street facades and significant interiors, spatial layouts and elements throughout the 
building, as identified in Section 6 of this CMP. 
 
Policy 9 
The Statement of Significance should be the basis for heritage management.  All 
decisions should consider and seek to retain the values identified in the Statement 
of Significance. 
 
Guidelines 
• All significant aspects that define the architectural character of Science House as an 

example of the Interwar Commerial Palazzo Style and as a building of exceptional 
architectural merit should be retained and conserved.  These include its external form, 
buiding envelope, façade treatment, fenstration and elements of its exterior and interior.   

• The significance of external and internal spaces and elements should be managed in 
accordance with their grading of significance. 

• Any original or early building elements of potential significance that have not previously 
been identified and are revealed on closer inspection or during maintenance or other 
works, should be assessed and graded by the Foreshore Authority’s heritage architect 
and managed in accordance with their grading of significance. 
 

8.4.2 Appropriate Skills and Experience 
 
Background 
Skills and experience are required to develop creative approaches in the context of a 
conservation project that differ from those applied to the design and construction of new 
buildings. 
 
The Burra Charter encourages the use of skilled and appropriate professional direction 
and supervision from a range of disciplines for all conservation activities. 
 
Policy 10 
Appropriate conservation skills and experience should be employed for 
documentation and supervision within project teams to deal with any programs for 
conservation or design and building works to Science House. 
 
Guidelines 
• Professional skills and experience should be assembled to work on the detailed 

conservation of proposed works.  They should include, as appropriate, historians, 
researchers, archaeologists, conservation architects, structural engineers, building code 
compliance advisers, materials conservation specialists and cost planners. 

• Building contractors, project managers and trades personnel who are experienced with 
working on historic buildings should be selected to work on the project. 

39 HBO 2006 p117 
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8.4.3 Conservation of Significant Fabric 
Background 
One of the key objectives of contemporary conservation practice is that as much as 
possible of the significant original fabric of the building or place should be retained and 
conserved in order to preserve the essential integrity of the heritage resource for future 
generations.  While any conservation activity will affect the building in some way, the aim, 
consistent with responsible re-use or management aims, should be to minimise the work 
necessary.  In this way the authenticity of the item will be retained as far as possible within 
a process of evolutionary changes and good maintenance practice.  
 
The building structure is a concrete encased steel frame with reinforced concrete slabs. 
The external masonry walls are non-load bearing and designed to support their own 
weight. The framed construction gives some flexibility to the layout, with the result that a 
number of internal non-load bearing partitions on the upper levels have been removed 
over the years. 
 
The existing external building fabric of Science House is remarkably intact. The internal 
fabric including the cruciform entry hall, main stair, lift cars, mezzanine and lecture hall 
spaces, finishes and details are also intact. In some areas, suspended bulkheads 
associated with new mechanical services and lighting have been installed.  
 
Policy 11 
Extant building fabric, both internally and externally, should be retained and 
conserved in accordance with the levels of significance identified in Section 6 
Grading of Significance of this CMP and the particular actions specified in Section 9 
of this CMP. 
 
Guidelines  
• The approach to existing fabric should accord with The Burra Charter which indicates 

that conservation is based on a respect for the existing fabric of a place and should 
therefore involve the least possible physical intervention in order not to distort the 
evidence provided by the fabric. 

• External and internal fabric, which has been identified as of Exceptional or High 
significance should be retained and conserved. 

• No conservation or maintenance work should alter or negatively impact on the elements 
of the external façades or internal fabric/space that have been identified as elements of 
Exceptional or High significance.  

• Aged building fabric, which is not likely to be causing on-going deterioration should not 
be repaired for visual reasons if by doing so the patina of age and ability to successfully 
interpret various stages of use is degraded. 

• Where repairs or alterations are required, new material should closely match original or 
adjacent materials.  However, evidence of change should be identifiable on close 
inspection. 

• All structural elements, including the concrete framed structure, floor slabs, column grid 
and columns should be retained as existing, with appropriate maintenance.  No 
structural members should be removed, other than to re-instate significant architectural 
elements.  All original doors, windows, floors, balustrades, staircases and associated 
landings should be retained, with appropriate maintenance.  

• Where it is clear that original or significant fabric has been removed it is considered 
appropriate to reconstruct elements based on documentary evidence. 

• The lessee is generally responsible for maintenance works, and the Foreshore 
Authority may, as part of the lease contracts, require lessees to execute the required 
works and provide an auditable trace of the completion of required works.  

• Redundant but significant equipment, fittings and fixtures are to be retained preferably 
in their existing location or on site. 
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• Intervention into any building fabric should respect the integrity of the extant material, 
be carefully controlled, and be limited to that required by the proposed works. 

• The conservation of particular materials requires due consideration and the expertise of 
appropriately experienced personnel. 

•  Refer to the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (Heritage Division) ‘Maintenance 
Series’ for advice as to the cause, treatment and remediation of the deterioration of 
various traditional building materials: 
 http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/Heritage/publications/index.htm#M-O 

 

8.4.4 Conservation of Significant Spaces 

Background 
The significance of internal spaces of Science House is indicated on the plans in Section 
6.1. The identified spaces of exceptional/high significance include: 
 
All Floors - Ground, Levels 1-5  
• Foyers 
• Lift Car No.1 (including car, concertina door /panelling), Lift Car No.2 (panelling) 
• Main corridors, running north south 
• Main Stairs and original Toilets located off the landings  
Ground Floor 
• As noted previously for All Floors 
• Auditorium (Lecture Hall, through First Floor)  
• Main Entrance, including cruciform Entry Foyer and Mezzanine (first floor) visible above  
• Former Edgeworth David Room  
• Corridor and Small Meeting Room 
• Male and Female Toilets at Entrance 
First Floor  
• As noted previously for All Floors 
• Voids of Foyer, Auditorium 
• Former Library spaces 
Second and Third Floors 
• As noted previously for All Floors  
• Room on Level 3 at north east corner of building (3.08) 
Fourth and Fifth floors 
• As noted previously for All Floors  
• Room on Level 5 at north east corner of building (5.17) 
Sixth Floor  
• Main Stair 
 
In addition, the spatial organisation, layout and hierarchy of spaces within the building 
have been identified as a component of the building’s significance as identified in Section 
6.1 of this CMP.  
 
There is a clear hierarchy in the organisation of the spaces throughout. Generally Floors 1 
and 2 contain the major spaces, which are of exceptional significance and original layouts 
should be conserved unaltered.  Floors 2 to 5 of the building were designed to be capable 
of subdivision into smaller rooms. This may continue to occur provided that the key central 
spaces including lifts, stair and corridor, circulation spaces, including toilets at mid-landing 
are conserved.   
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Policy 12 
The spatial qualities of Science House contribute to its significance and 
interpretation and therefore should be conserved, as part of the on-going use, on-
going management rather than altered or adapted, which would reduce their 
significance.  
 
Guidelines 
• Existing spaces that retain original qualities are graded of exceptional significance or 

high significance.  They should be preserved without further subdivision or substantial 
changes that would alter spatial characteristics.  

• The spatial organisation, layout and hierarchy of spaces throughout Science House 
should be conserved.  

• Opportunities should be sought to maintain or restore other important spaces to their 
earlier form, including the original Library spaces at First Floor.  

• Where opportunities arise, remove walls, partitions and the like that adversely impact on 
original significant spaces and restore surfaces and finishes as required. 

• Where new partitions are introduced on upper Floors (2-5), they should be located on 
the structural grid lines, avoid windows and be designed and built to be readily 
reversible.  The upper floors must retain the spatial integrity, including the key central 
circulation spine, circulation spaces and central of service rooms are retained. 

 

8.4.5 Element Specific Policies  
Background 
In addition to general policies applicable to all areas of the site, a strategic direction for 
management of individual elements is related to the level of significance of each element 
and the condition of fabric, is considered appropriate.  This is developed in further detail for 
the maintenance of significant elements in the actions outlined in Section 9. 
 
Generally all original elements and finishes, including doors, windows, floors, ceilings, wall 
finishes, joinery, picture rails and skirtings, stairs, landings and balustrades should be 
retained, with appropriate maintenance.  
 
Significant wall finishes throughout the building include all timber panelling and ashlar 
coursing below the picture rails, in corridors, as well as original plaster and coursed render. 
 
Significant ground floor ceilings including the plaster vault and timber panelling in the 
Entrance and Foyer must be retained. All ceilings in the exceptional and highly significant 
spaces shall be retained, such as set plaster (with ornamentation) as in the Auditorium, 
and in significant rooms on the upper floors (3.08 and 5.17). 
   
Policy 13 
Surviving historic built fabric and building elements generally shall be retained and 
conserved in accordance with the levels of significance identified in Section 6.1 of 
this CMP – Grading of Significant Elements and Spaces, and managed in 
accordance with Element Specific Conservation Policies as scheduled. 
 
Guidelines 

 
• All significant elements and finishes shall be conserved in accordance with their 

significance grading and the following schedule.  The reference in the schedules to 
elements and finishes by room number, should be verified with reference to the 
schedules in Section 6 and on site, prior to any proposed works.    
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• Conservation actions should not attempt to recreate a particular situation from history, 
but acknowledge past and recent changes and modifications as evidence of 
technological advancements and evolution of the use of the place.  

 
 

Element Specific Conservation Policies 
Science House 

Ref. No. Element Significance 
Level 

Policy 

Ceilings 

1.15, 2.28, 3.23, 4.23, 5.28, 6.15 G.01, 
G.08, G.09,G.25, G.11, G.15, G.20, G.22, 
G.26, 2.10, 2.12, 2.24, 2.16, 2.20, 3.14, 
4.18, 4.21, 4.24, 5.29, 5.08, 5.09, 5.17, 
5.24, 5.27, 6.01, 6.02, 6.20 

Set plaster 

G.08, G.15,3.14: 
ornate 

High 

G.08, G.15: 
exceptional 

Retain and conserve 

Generally Plasterboard Little May be retained or 
changed. Removal 
appropriate to reveal 
original ceiling. 

G.11,G.12 Timber panelling High Retain and conserve 

1.13, 2.26, 3.19, 4.19, 5.26, 6.12, 1.04, 
2.04, 3.05, 4.03, 5.06 G.02, 1.02, 2.02, 
3.03, 4.02, 5.04, 2.19, 3.16, 4.16, 5.20, 
G.02, 1.18, 4.16, 4.21, 6.08, 6.09, 6.12 

Concrete High Retain and conserve 

G.14 Plaster + timber 
batten 

High Retain and conserve 

6.04, 6.05, 6.10, 6.11 Exposed timber 
rafters 

High Retain and conserve 

6.06 Painted FC Little May be retained or 
changed. Removal 
appropriate to reveal 
original ceiling. 

6.07 Exposed steel 
rafters with 
insulation 

Little May be retained or 
changed. Removal 
appropriate to reveal 
original ceiling. 

Cornices 

G.01, 3.14, 5.17 Ornate High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

G.11 Timber cove 
(except at vault) 

High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

G.14 Timber batten  High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

2.27, 3.09, 3.21, 4.21, 4.22, 5.09, 5.24, 
5.27, 6.01, 6.02, 6.17, 6.19, 6.20 

Stepped plaster High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

Picture Rail 
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Element Specific Conservation Policies 
Science House 

Ref. No. Element Significance 
Level 

Policy 

Generally office + classrooms 

2.06, 2.10, 2.12, 2.24, 2.16, 2.22, 2.27, 
3.22, 3.24, 4.15, 4.17, 5.09, 5.17, 5.18, 
5.24, 5.27, 6.01, 6.02, 6.18, 6.20 

Exception: 2.01 Est, 5.15 Nth, 

Timber High Retain timber picture 
rails as a general feature 
of high significance. 

G.08 Timber denture Exceptional Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

Walls 

 Set plaster High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

G.09, G.25, 2.10, 2.12, 2.24, 3.09, 3.22, 
4.21, 5.09, 5.18, 5.24, 5.27  

Ashlar coursing 
below picture rail 

High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

Generally Plaster, masonry, 
paint 

High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

G.11, G.12 Timber panelling High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

G.15 Render below 
dado, sandstone 
above dado - 
Regular coursing, 
with recessed 
joints 
Lime wash finish 

High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

Skirting 

1.10, 3.15, 5.18, 5.23 

Classrooms: 1.01, 2.01, 2.06, 
2.08,2.09,2.11,2.14, 3.11, 3.15, 4.13, 
4.14, 5.11, 5.12, 5.13, 5.14, 5.15 

Offices: 1.01, 2.01, 2.06, 
2.08,2.09,2.11,2.14, 3.11, 3.15, 4.13, 
4.14, 5.11, 5.12, 5.13, 5.14, 5.15,  

Timber with 
Ducted Aluminium  
over 

Intrusive: 
ducted 

High: timber 

Removal of ducted 
skirting to reveal timber 
skirting. 

Retain and conserve in 
situ.  

G.01, G.08, G.09, G.25, G.10, G.18, 1.14, 
2.10, 2.12, 2.24, 2.16, 2.22, 2.27, 3.09, 
3.21, 3.22, 4.21, 4.22, 5.09, 5.17, 5.24, 
5.27, 6.01, 6.02, 6.18 

Timber High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

G.22, G.26 1.15, 2.28, 3.23, 4.23, 5.28, 
6.15 

Terrazzo High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

Tearooms: 1.05, 2.05, 2.06, 4.04, 5.07 

Kitchen: 1.12, 2.25, 3.20, 4.20, 5.25, 6.19 

Corridor: 2.03, 3.04, 5.05, G.09, G.25, 
2.22, 3.18, 4.18, 

Linoleum Little May be retained or 
changed. 

G.11 Marble High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

G.13, 3.24, 4.24, 5.29, 6.17 Tile High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

PTW Architects - 142 -   
Report prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 



Conservation Management Plan  
Science House  2015 

Element Specific Conservation Policies 
Science House 

Ref. No. Element Significance 
Level 

Policy 

G.15 Stone 

 

 

 

 

High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

Floors 

1.01, 2.01, 2.06, 2.08,2.09,2.11,2.14, 
3.11, 3.15, 4.13, 4.14, 5.11, 5.12, 5.13, 
5.14, 5.15, 2.13, 2.15, 2.18, 3.07, 3.08, 
3.10, 3.13, 4.01,4.05,4.06, 4.09.4.10, 
5.01, 5.02, 5.10, G.06, G.15, G.18, G.24, 
2.16, 3.12, 3.14, 4.15, 4.17, 5.17, 5.18, 
5.21, 5.23, 6.01, 6.02, 6.18 

Carpet 

G.15: timber 
under 

Little May be retained or 
changed. Conserve floor 
underneath 

3.01, 3.02, 1.13, 2.26, 3.19, 4.19, 5.26, 
6.12, 1.04, 2.04, 3.05, 4.03, 5.06, G.02, 
1.02, 2.02, 3.03, 4.02, 5.04, 2.19, 3.16, 
4.16, 5.20, G.16, G.20, G.23, 1.18, 4.16, 
6.04, 6.05, 6.06, 6.07, 6.08, 6.09, 6.10, 
6.11, 6.12, 6.20, 6.21 

Concrete High 
(original)  

Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

1.05, 2.05, 2.06, 4.04, 5.07, 1.12, 2.25, 
3.20, 4.20, 5.25, 2.03, 3.04, 5.05, G.09, 
G.25 G.10,  G.14, G.17, 1.10, 1.14, 2.10, 
2.12, 2.24, 2.20, 2.21, 2.22, 2.27, 3.09, 
3.18, 3.21, 3.22, 4.18, 4.21, 4.22, 5.08, 
5.09, 5.24, 5.27, 6.19 

Linoleum Moderate/ 

Little 

Conserve (original/early) 
or may be retained or 
changed (recent/new). 

G.11, G.12 Marble Exceptional Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

G.22, G.26, 1.15, 2.28, 3.23, 4.23, 5.28, 
6.15 

Terrazzo High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

G.10, G.13, 3.24, 4.24, 5.29, 6.17 Tile High Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

G.01, G.08, 1.10 Timber  

G.08 parquet 

Exceptional Retain and conserve in 
situ. 

Doors 

G.20, 1.11, 1.18, 2.21, 3.18, 4.16, 4.18, 
6.06, 6.07, 6.08, 6.09, 6.10, 6.11, 6.12, 
1.05, 2.05, 2.06, 4.04, 1.12, 2.25, 3.20, 
4.20, 1.13, 2.26, 3.19, 4.19, 5.26, 6.12, 
1.04, 2.04, 3.05, 4.03, 5.06 G.02, 1.02, 
2.02, 3.03, 4.02, 5.04, 2.03, 3.04, 2.19, 
3.16, 4.16, 5.20 

Flush 

6.06: Flush metal 

Little May be retained or 
changed.  

G.17, G.24, 1.10, 2.06, 4.24, 5.29, 

5.18, 6.04 

Timber 

5.18: painted 
black 

High Retain and conserve. 
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Element Specific Conservation Policies 
Science House 

Ref. No. Element Significance 
Level 

Policy 

G.15, 1.09, 1.14, 1.17, 2.10, 2.12, 
2.242.16, 2.20, 2.21, 2.22, 2.27, 3.12, 
3.143.18, 3.21, 4.15, 4.17, 4.21, 5.08, 
5.09, 5.17,5.18, 5.21, 5.23, 5.24, 5.27, 
6.20, 6.21 5.07, 5.25, 5.05 

Timber + glazing 
panel 

High Retain and conserve. 

 

 

 

 

 

4.13, 4.14, 5.01 Timber w. 7 
glazing panels 

High Retain and conserve. 

G.10, G.13, G,14, G.15, G.16, G.23, 6.01, 
6.02, 6.17, 6.18 

Timber panelled 

G.14: metal sheet 
to inside 

High Retain and conserve. 

G.01 Double door: 
timber frame with 
etched glazed 
panels and 
bronze? Door 
hardware 

High Retain and conserve. 

G.06 Timber frame with 
etched glazed 
panels 

High Retain and conserve. 

G.08 timber frame with 
clear glazed 
panels 

‘The Royal 
Society of New 
South Wales’ 
emblem etched 
into glazing 

High Retain and conserve. 

G.11, 1.14, 2.27, 3.22, 4.22, 5.27 Timber and glass 
doors to lift 

High Retain and conserve. 

G.11 Wrought Iron gate 
in front of lifts 

High Retain and conserve. 

G.09 Double leaf doors 
glass and timber 
framed flush 
timber panel 
doors 

High Retain and conserve. 

3.22 Swing doors 
(timber and glass) 

High Retain and conserve. 

3.24, 4.24, 5.29 Timber toilet 
doors 

High Retain and conserve. 

2.06, 5.13 Metal doors to 
strong room 

High Retain and conserve. 

Windows 

West Steel frame  High  Retain and conserve. 
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Element Specific Conservation Policies 
Science House 

Ref. No. Element Significance 
Level 

Policy 

North + East Timber frame High Retain and conserve. 

 

8.4.6 On-going Maintenance and Repair 
Background 
The nature of any building is that its fabric will deteriorate due to the effects of age, 
maintenance, weather, vegetation incursion and use.  To ensure the on-going 
conservation of significant building fabric, a regular maintenance schedule should be 
implemented, which provides for regular inspection and for remedial action to be taken 
where necessary. 
 
Policy 14 
The significant fabric of Science House should be maintained by the implementation 
of the short, medium and long-term maintenance program outlined in Section 9 of 
this CMP.  As a necessary minimum, the ongoing maintenance should include 
works that will ensure that each element retains its current level of significance and 
not allow the loss of significance due to the deterioration of fabric.    
 
Guidelines 
• The building fabric and services should be subject to continuing care and maintenance 

by the Foreshore Authority. 
• In addition to regular maintenance activities, prompt preventative action and repair 

should be taken as necessary. 
• Prevention of continuing deterioration should take priority over widespread repair or 

reconstruction. 
• Inspection and maintenance works should only be conducted by those with professional 

knowledge and demonstrated experience with buildings and materials of this nature. 
• No maintenance work or repairs should negatively impact on significant fabric. 
• New or replacement floor coverings may be permissible, with the approval of the 

Foreshore Authority.  However they should have minimal impact on the floor structure 
and not cover significant floor finishes. 

• Protective floor covers may be installed, with the approval of the Foreshore Authority, 
provided that they are not fixed into significant fabric.   

• The Foreshore Authority may, as part of the lease contracts, require lessees to execute 
the required works and provide auditable trace of the completion of required works.  

 

8.4.7 Retention of Fixtures, Fittings and Signage 
Background 
There a number of fixtures, fittings and signs throughout the building that are relics of the 
site’s history and contribute to the special character of Science House.  They include, but 
are not limited to: 
• The dais, demonstration bench and chalkboard joinery in the Ground Floor Auditorium 

(Lecture Hall). 
• The bookshelves and display cases in the Ground Floor entry foyer and reception 

(former Edgeworth David Room). 
• Original early elements in the Toilets on the Ground Floor and on the upper levels at 

mid -– landings. 
• Signage on building exterior and interior (refer also to Section 8.5.6).   
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A number of these elements are identified in the schedules included in Section 6, however 
there is scope for further detailed investigation and significance assessment.  
 
Policy 15 
Features, fixtures and signage associated with the site’s historic use as Science 
House should be retained and preserved. 
 
Guidelines 
• The identification, retention and conservation of significant fixtures, fittings and signage 

should constitute part of the required design work and documentation for any future 
modification or adaptive re-use. 

• Elements should be assessed with regard to their contribution to the key phase of the 
buildings development during the 1930s.  They should be retained and conserved in 
accordance with their assessed significance.  
 

8.4.8 Moveable Heritage Items 
Background 
 
There are a number of moveable heritage items associated with Science House. These 
items are scheduled and described in Appendix L. 
 
These items are stored in the roof space accessed from Floor 6.  The space was originally 
allocated for archival storage (identified by the gold lettering on the door).  These items 
should be stored and conserved on site and the roof space used for archival purposes by 
the lessee.  
 
Policy 16 
Moveable heritage items associated with Science House should be kept on site 
assessed for suitability for the display or incorporation in the interpretation of 
Science House as part of an Interpretation Plan.  
 
Guidelines 
 
• The moveable heritage items from Science House should be further investigated for 

interpretation potential preferably within Science House. 
• All items should be stored on-site for further assessment, display and use as part of the 

interpretation of Science House. 
• Chairs associated with Science House should be considered for restoration and re-use 

in appropriate spaces within Science House if compatible with the functional 
requirements of future uses. 

• Conservation of moveable heritage should accord with best practice in heritage 
management.  

• Guidelines for the use and interpretation of moveable heritage items associated with 
Science House should accord with the guidelines included in Section 8.4.10 of this 
CMP. 

• The roof space should be investigated for use for archival storage by the lessee. 
• The lessee shall prepare and implement a management plan for moveable items as 

part of the lease agreement.  
 

8.4.9 Recording Change 
Background 
Due to its high significance and early recognition as a building of outstanding architectural 
merit, Science House has been the subject of much research and study in the course of 
preparing CMPs and including on heritage registers. 
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Drawings have been prepared over the years that document the various changes to the 
building and provide a valuable resource when decisions need to be made about change 
(refer Appendices D-J). 
 
Any future changes should be recorded in accordance with the methodology developed by 
NSW Environment & Planning (Heritage Office).   
 
Policy 17 
In order to avoid loss of information and knowledge, all records about Science 
House, including previous CMPs and measured drawings, should be archived by the 
Foreshore Authority and be made readily available as an additional resource to 
inform decisions that involve potential works to the building.  
Guidelines  
• Copies of all records, including all  measured drawings and previous studies should be 

should be held in the Foreshore Authority archives and made available to any 
prospective tenant, architect, historian, researcher or heritage specialist involved in  
future works.  

• As built drawings of future works should be provided to the Foreshore Authority by 
those undertaking the works. 

• All works, including the removal of fabric, shall be recorded before work is undertaken, 
in accordance with the Heritage Council guidelines for Archival recording and 
Photographic Recording for places of State significance. Refer to: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/infoarchivalrecords.pdf 

8.4.10 Interpretation 
Background 
Interpretation of historic places essentially reveals long-term connections and cohesions 
which underpin our cultural identity.  To "interpret" a historic place, in its geographic and 
physical setting, is to bring its history to life to increase the public’s understanding, and, 
through this extended understanding, to give them an enhanced perception of the 
significance of the place. 
 
Due to its history, significance and setting in The Rocks area, Science House is capable of 
being interpreted for promotional and educational purposes. 
 
Policy 18 
The heritage significance of Science House should be interpreted on site by 
appropriate methods. 
 
Guidelines 
• One of the primary components of the conservation management of the Science House 

should be to make the values of its cultural significance physically, intellectually and/or 
emotively accessible to the public.   

• The ongoing management of Science House should include the development and 
implementation of an interpretation strategy that explains the history and significance of 
the place. 

• Interpretation programs should be developed with reference to The Rocks Interpretation 
Strategy 2006, the policies and guidelines contained within the ICOMOS International 
Cultural Tourism Charter and the NSW Heritage Council Interpretation Guidelines. 

• Interpretation programs should provide equitable physical, spiritual and intellectual 
access to the cultural significance of the Science House. 

• Interpretation at Science House should take into account all periods of development 
and occupation in the context of the history of The Rocks area under the management 
of the Foreshore Authority, and be presented in an accurate and insightful manner. 

PTW Architects - 147 -   
Report prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/infoarchivalrecords.pdf


Conservation Management Plan  
Science House  2015 

• Interpretation should take into account all the historic phases of Science House and its 
site. 

• Interpretation should be intergrated with the building fabric, such as lighting. 
• Interpretation should acknowledge continuing use similar to original use as a primary 

means of interpretation. 
 

 New Work Policies 8.5
8.5.1 Integration of New Work 

Background 
Due to the significance of Science House, scope for new development is limited.  However 
building upgrades to meet BCA requirements will need to be addressed. In general, no 
external alterations or additions should occur, except minor work for services or equitable 
access. Within the general principles outlined in this CMP, some relatively minor internal 
alterations and additions could occur.  These should generally be confined to less 
significant areas and should only affect limited amounts of original fabric.  New work 
should be carefully designed and integrated with the original character of the significant 
components. 
 
Internally approaches to new fitouts shall adopt the principle of "loose fit", where the new 
use is adjusted as necessary to work within the available spatial and architectural 
configuration, rather than the opposite.  All new work should be designed to be reversible 
(ie can be removed and the original features retained or reinstated).   
 
Fitouts should only be considered for the upper floors provided that they are sympathetic 
to the existing character of the interiors and consistent in their character design, detailing 
and finishes. 
 
The existing toilets that are accessed from the landings are highly significant. They retain 
their original layout, and many of the original fixtures and finishes, including partitions and 
wall tiles.  The main toilets and cloak rooms on the ground floor were upgraded in 1992-97.  
They retain some original features and are sympathetic to the original.    
 
The tea rooms at the south end of the building are not original, however could be retained 
for functional purposes.  The kitchens on the Ground and First floors could be upgraded. 
The kitchens on the upper levels (Third, Fourth and Fifth floors) have recently been 
upgraded.  However they are a suitable location for an accessible toilet.  
 
Policy 19 
The introduction of new fabric or elements should be undertaken in such a manner 
that it does not result in a lessening of the cultural significance of the place.  New 
work should be identifiable as such and should, wherever possible, be capable of 
being removed without damage to significant fabric or spaces. 

Guidelines 

• Any new development should be carried out within the existing building envelopes. 
• There is some scope for alterations at the rear of the building, surrounding the 

courtyard, to accommodate building services. 
• No externally mounted air-conditioning, ventilation equipment, water heaters or service 

components should be visible from the street or impact negatively on the façade. 
• No partitions should be removed on the Ground and First Floors.   
• Partitions that define the central spine and centrally grouped circulation spaces and 

service rooms on the upper floors should be retained.  While it would be preferable to 
retain all other partitions on the upper floors, it may be possible to make openings in 
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some partitions between offices, particularly at the southern or northern end provided 
that they do not affect spaces of exceptional or high significance or involve removal of 
original fabric. 

• There should be a consistent design approach to internal fitouts that is sympathetic to 
the key 1930s phase of development. 

• No open plans or fitouts on the upper floors that stand out or are markedly different in 
character or would alter the character of the interiors should be considered. 

• The significant existing toilets that are accessed from the landings, including the original 
layout, original fixtures and finishes, including partitions and wall tiles should be 
conserved and maintained. They should not be converted to other uses. 

• Any changes to the main toilet and cloak rooms on the ground floor should retain the 
present layout and character.  

• The tea rooms at the south end of the building are not original, however should be 
retained for functional purposes.   

• The kitchens on the Ground and First floors could be upgraded.  
• New kitchens and bathroom/toilets should be located in areas of lesser significance. 
• The kitchens on the upper levels (Third, Fourth and Fifth floors) have recently been 

upgraded.  They could be retained, however they are a suitable location for accessible 
toilets.  

• New work/fabric should be discretely date stamped with the year that the work was 
completed.      

 

8.5.2 Integration of Services 

Background 
Adaptation of existing fabric for practical reasons such as installation of new services and 
equipment, and the need to meet fire safety and other statutory requirements may be 
required to secure a viable use for the building.  
 
The central air conditioning plant was replaced about 20 years ago as part of works 
undertaken in the 1990s works.  It is anticipated that it will be functional for the next 10 
years. The BMS (Building management system) was replaced about 5 years ago. 
 
Science House is fortunate to have roof space enclosed or obscured from view that can be 
used for mechanical plant and equipment. 
 
It is understood that garbage removal takes place through the courtyard at the rear and via 
the service and fire egress passage with right of way to Cumberland Street.   
 
Policy 20 
The extension or alteration of existing services in Science House is acceptable in 
the context of re-use, but should not have a detrimental impact on the significance 
of the building components as a whole.  Proposed service locations/layouts must be 
identified on all drawings for applications for new work.  
 
Guidelines 
• Any proposed upgrading of services should be carefully planned and detailed.  The 

preparation of schematic layouts is not sufficient: service routes must be examined and 
tested so as not to damage the significant fabric or disrupt significant spaces. 

• Any upgrading of services is subject to the proper approval process. 
• The introduction of new services and associated fittings as part of approved re-use 

programs should be carried out with the minimum of disruption to significant fabric, 
spaces and aesthetic qualities. 
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• Existing or old service chases or conduits should be investigated and re-used in 
preference to new chases.  Services should be rationalised, grouped and designed to 
minimise intrusion. New penetrations should be avoided or minimised. 

• Areas previously modified for services should be re-used, in preference to modifying 
intact fabric. 

• Intervention into any building fabric should respect the integrity of the extant material, 
be carefully controlled, and be limited to that associated with the proposed works. 

• The surface mounting of services is preferable to chasing services into significant fabric 
but should not adversely affect the aesthetic significance of spaces. 

• Brackets or fixings for services should not damage significant fabric. 
• No externally mounted air-conditioning, ventilation equipment, water heaters or service 

components should be visible from the street or impact negatively on the façade.  
• Proposed service locations/layouts must be clearly marked on plans, elevations and 

reflected ceiling plans on all applications for new work (including notifications for 
exemptions or minor works.  

 

8.5.3 Building Code Compliance and Accessibility 
 
Background 
The National Construction Code (NCC), incorporating the Building Code of Australia (BCA) 
has been adopted in NSW planning and building legislation as the technical standard for 
design, construction and operation of buildings. The NCC also includes the National 
Plumbing Code and is planned to incorporate other similar codes and Australian Standards 
by reference.   The Commonwealth Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) makes it unlawful 
to discriminate against people on the grounds of their disability. 
 
In 2012 Science House underwent a major upgrade to improve accessibility, which 
included a new accessible entrance from the through site link, with accessible access from 
Gloucester Street. The upgrade also included an accessible toilet on the ground floor and 
ambulant toilets on two upper floors which could be repeated on floors above.  
 
In terms of on-going use, the key issues anticipated for this building are compliance with 
fire resistance, access and egress provisions, including lift and egress provisions, and 
provision of equitable access and facilities.  It is essential that the cultural values of the 
buildings and the overall complex are not degraded by inappropriate responses to meeting 
building code requirements. 
 
Policy 21 
Approaches to compliance with building codes for the conservation and upgrading 
and re-use programs of the various building components of Science House should 
focus on responding to the spirit and intent of the codes if strict compliance would 
adversely affect the significance.  Uses which require an unacceptable degree of 
intervention for upgrading to code compliance should be avoided.  
 
Guidelines 
Generally  
• Conservation and on-going use programs should not place undue stress on the building 

fabric in order to meet excessive requirements of code compliance. 
• Consultation with the NSW Heritage Division Fire Access Services Advisory Panel 

(FASAP) may also assist in achieving appropriate compliance solution.  
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Fire Resistance 
• Methods of complying with code requirements which utilise fire or smoke detection and 

active fire suppression are preferred to the addition of fire rating material, which may 
obscure extant finishes. 

• Future upgrades of the buildings should take into consideration any newly developed 
approaches for the implementation of fire safety standards that do not harm the existing 
significant fabric (through fire engineering analysis or the judicious use of intumescent 
paint finishes for example). 

 
Access and Egress 
• The existing lifts should be retained. The existing lift shafts should remain in use.  Lift 

Car 1 is original and should be retained in use.  Lift Car 2 may be upgraded or 
replaced, however the significance of the internal elements of the lift car should be 
further assessed and any significant elements should be retained.  A new lift car 
should retain the character and ambience of the existing which is sympathetic to the 
Foyer spaces that are of exceptional significance.    

• It is preferable to investigate management options first before considering an 
accessible lift. 

• If required (for accessibility) the heritage impacts on various options and possible 
locations for a new lift should be investigated. It should not disrupt the integrity of the 
central core including the main circulation space, corridors, central stairs and mid-
landing toilets.  
 

Accessibility 
• As the highly significant main entrance from Grosvenor Street should not be altered, a 

new accessible entry to the building from the through site link was constructed in 2012. 
• Further changes to facilitate disabled access may be acceptable if they are designed 

and implemented to affect areas of less significance rather than those of higher 
significance, and that all the options to create reasonable access have been 
conscientiously investigated (and this investigation is demonstrated). 

 

8.5.4 Energy Efficiency and Sustainability  
Background 
The conservation of Science House and its continued use into the future, makes a 
contribution to sustainability, which is embodied in the retention of an existing building and 
materials, when compared with demolition and reconstruction.  
 
The Foreshore Authority has adopted a Sustainability Policy, which includes a sustainable 
fitout guide which includes measures to reduce operational costs.   
 
Policy 22 
Wherever practicable building modifications should incorporate measures to 
improve energy efficiency and contribute to sustainability provided that they do not 
adversely affect the significance or setting of Science House or its significant 
spaces and elements.    
 
Guidelines  
• Where new mechanical systems or services are found to be essential, develop their 

design with a clear understanding of the buildings significance, in order to avoid or 
minimise impact on significant spaces, elements and building fabric.  Refer to the 
CMP policies, the RHMP, The Foreshore Authority’s Sustainability Policy and The 
Burra Charter. 

• Consult The Foreshore Authority’s Sustainable Development Fitout Guide: 
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 http://www.shfa.nsw.gov.au/content/library/documents/973F4FD6-EAA9-CE3D-
C298269C0B87BF80.pdf 

 

8.5.5 Painting and Finishes 
Background 
The sandstone base and the contrasting brickwork and frieze above are all elements that 
contribute to the exceptional significance of the facades.  Generally surfaces that have not 
been painted should remain unpainted and external finishes should be conserved and 
maintained, not altered, rendered or painted over. 
 
Many of the finishes in Science House, including wood panelling, joinery, windows, 
skirtings, picture rails and painted walls are highly significant.  Wood finishes are generally 
stained and shellac French Polish finished.  From historic photographs it appears that 
there was a difference in the colour of wall finishes below and above the picture rail.  The 
current colour of internal paint finishes appear sympathetic to the historic period of the 
building, however it is not known whether the original scheme has been investigated 
previously. 
 
Policy 23 
Existing finishes to joinery and walls should be maintained i.e. joinery should not be 
painted over and walls that are currently unpainted should remain so.  Unpainted 
surfaces, such as stonework and brickwork, should remain unpainted. Joinery and 
wood finishes, such as shellac, French Polish should be maintained, restored and 
not painted over.  
 
Policy 24  
Colour schemes and finishes should be consistent with the existing, unless they are 
informed by research into original schemes or it can be demonstrated to be 
consistent with historic schemes based on physical and documentary evidence.  
 
Guidelines 

• Undertake research into original and subsequent colour schemes and finishes. 
• In spaces, of exceptional and high significance, any painting and refinishing should 

be preceded by an investigation into the original colour scheme or finish, which 
should preferably be reintroduced if practicable. 

• Colour schemes should remain uniform throughout the building, especially in 
common areas, such as corridors, stairwells, foyers.   

• Contemporary colour schemes may be suitable in isolated areas of lesser 
significance on the upper floors, provided that they are consistent or compatible 
with historic colour schemes of the period.  

 

8.5.6 Signage and Lighting 
Background 
It is recognised that tenancy identification and temporary signage are an intrinsic 
component of the commercial use and viability of Science House as a whole.  External 
lighting of buildings can add to their character.  Signage and lighting, however, should 
have no adverse impact on significant heritage fabric and the overall character of the 
place. 
 
There are a many significant signs throughout the building, particularly in the main foyer 
and on the ground floor that should be retained. In addition, a number of rooms are 
identified by name or gold lettering on the doors or door frames.  All should remain in 
place, conserved and maintained. 
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Policy 25 
External signage and lighting should be minimal.  Signage, if required should be in 
harmony with the overall character of the place, and complement the historic 
character of the Science House.  
 
Policy 26 
All signage should be consistent with the Science House Commercial Signage 
Strategy, the Foreshore Authorities Signage and Lighting Policies where relevant.   
 
Guidelines - Signage 
• The building should continue to be known as ‘Science House’.  The ‘Science House’ 

painted on the north west wall should be conserved and maintained as a significant 
element.  The ‘Science House’ engraved in the stonework above the main entrance 
should remain visible and not be obscured. 

• All existing external and internal signage, including, plaques, etched glass, gold should 
be kept.  

• A record of all existing external and internal signage, including, plaques, etched glass, 
gold lettering should be made immediately, and the significance of the signage be 
assessed.  It should form part of the lease agreement, to ensure that its evidence of its 
location is recorded and that the significant original/early signage will be kept.  

• Externally new signs should be placed in accordance with the Science House 
Commercial Signage Strategy. This provides for multiple tenancy signage in two single 
plaques on the exterior limited in size to a single sandstone block, as in the current 
examples. 

• The Strategy provides for temporary external banners in specified locations, subject to 
the relevant clauses for Temporary Signs in the City of Sydney DCP 2012 and the 
Foreshore Authority Signage Policy. External signage may require development 
approval. 

• Multiple tenancy entry signs on the main entry glass doors may be placed in 
accordance with the Strategy. 

• Tenancy information on the Ground Floor should only be displayed in the existing 
tenancy directory in the Foyer. 

• On the upper floors the use of freestanding signs where appropriate is preferred to wall 
or surface mounted signs to identify tenancies.  

• Pictures and promotional material may be hung from picture rails throughout the 
building.  They should not be hung in the most significant spaces, including the foyers, 
staircase and significant rooms on the ground floor.  They should not be hung on 
significant walls where they require new penetrations that could damage original 
building fabric.  The scale of the hangings should not dominate the space in which they 
are hung and should harmonise rather than jump out 

• Fluorescent and iridescent paints are inappropriate. 
• Internal signage, such as tenancy identification on the upper floors should only be 

undertaken as a co-ordinated scheme in consultation with the Foreshore Authority.   
• Consult with the Foreshore Authority’s Heritage Architect for all proposed external and 

internal signage.  
• Refer to The Science House Commercial Signage Strategy prepared by the Sydney 

Harbour Foreshore Authority (Heritage and Design), Appendix M.  
   
Guidelines - Lighting 
• Any illumination of Science House should highlight architectural features rather than 

floodlighting whole façades. Care should be taken to ensure that over-illumination does 
not occur. 

• Internal lighting should be achieved with minimum intervention in significance fabric. 
• Significant spaces and ceilings should retain the same type of lighting fixtures and 
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significant fixtures should not be removed 
• Recessed down lights are not encouraged as they are unsympathetic to the significant 

building characteristics and ambience.   
 

8.5.7 New Services and Other Relevant Foreshore Authority’s Policies 
Background 
In addition to specific requirements for new work as presented in this Section, all new work 
must comply with other relevant Foreshore Authority Planning Policies to ensure consent 
to the proposal. 
Policy 27 
Any proposed work to Science House will fully comply with all the relevant 
Foreshore Authority Policies applicable to development in The Rocks. 
 
Policy 28 
New services should be installed without further damage to significant fabric, 
through opening, ducts and cavities previously created.  Services should not 
discharge liquids (such as condensate) or gases that will cause damage to 
significant fabric.    

Guidelines 

• Clearly understand the potential heritage impacts of new services before giving 
Landowners or in principle consent to proposals. 

• Plan the introduction of new services in detail and mark service routes on site before 
installation so that potential heritage impacts can be identified and therefore avoided or 
minimised.  

• New services should reuse existing spaces, routes and roof platforms wherever 
possible.   

• Include an assessment of the heritage impacts of new services in Heritage Impact 
Statements.   

• In addition to the Foreshore Authority Policies for Lighting and Signage, as presented in 
this Section, all new work will comply with the Policies for Disabled Access, 
Telecommunications, and Building Ventilation Installation. 

 

8.5.8 Development Opportunities 
The exterior of the building remains highly intact with little modification to the original 
fabric, especially to the main facades to the north and east, and the north west (side 
elevation). The main changes have been to the west around the courtyard and to the south 
west, with the addition of fire stairs and the introduction of a terrace on the sixth floor 
(originally a flat roof with parapet). A three storey addition proposed during the 1940s did 
not proceed.   
 
Under the Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority (SCRA) Scheme, the building envelope 
control for Science House is essentially the current building envelope.  Therefore 
additional storeys are not permitted.  However it may be possible to undertake some 
limited works to the structures of the terrace on the sixth floor.  The fire access passage on 
the first floor should be investigated and could be removed if redundant. This would allow 
the internal spaces on this level to be returned to their original configuration.  
 
Original drawings of the basement indicate that there are regularly spaced column 
foundations.  The potential for any basement excavation has not been investigated.   Due 
to the topography, and the exceptional significance of the north and east facades, there is 
no potential for a vehicle entrance to the site, and the location of foundations and footing 
would be unsuitable for a parking layout. 
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Policy 29 
The form of the building has remained relatively intact for more than 80 years and is 
an essential component of its significance.  External alterations or additions are not 
considered appropriate, with the possible exception of some minor changes to the 
western elevation, such as the terrace on the sixth floor and the fire passage on the 
first floor. 
 
Policy 30 
Due to the topography, the exceptional significance of the north and east facades 
and the footing and foundation layout, there is no potential for a vehicle entrance to 
the site or on-site parking. 
 
Guidelines  
• Any re-design or modification of the pergola on the sixth floor should maintain an 

appropriate setback from the parapet, so that it does not dominate or detract from views 
of the west façade. 

• The terrace should not be extended over the roof of the future stair to the south. The 
parapet of the fire stair should not be raised to the same level as the balcony.  The 
stepped configuration between the two elements should remain in order that the later 
fire stair remains distinguished as a later element. 

• The suitability of the site and building for excavated basement space would need a 
feasibility study, including impact on layout, structural investigation and an 
archaeological assessment. 

• Any proposal for development should be considered in consultation with the Foreshore 
Authority’s heritage architect and will require the consent of the Foreshore Authority as 
landowner. 

• Any proposals that involve potential ground disturbance or work to underfloor areas 
should be managed in accordance with the policies for potential archaeological 
resources included in this CMP.   

 

8.5.9 Setting and Views 
Background 
Located at the interface between the lower scaled buildings of The Rocks and the high rise 
buildings of the Sydney CBD, Science Houses is immediately adjacent to heritage 
buildings that face Essex and Cumberland Streets.  The blank north western wall of 
Science House assists the setting of the adjacent heritage buildings. It allows their small 
scale, form and roof line to be appreciated against a relatively neutral backdrop.   
 
The visual relationships between Science House and the adjacent buildings need to be 
carefully considered if any changes are proposed in order to ensure that an appropriate 
setting for Science House and the surrounding heritage buildings is maintained.   
 
Policy 31  
Any proposal for change to Science House and the adjacent sites should ensure 
that an appropriate setting for Science House and the heritage items in the vicinity 
is maintained.   
 
Guidelines 
• The curtilage of Science House, including key views to and from Science House as 

identified in this CMP should be conserved 
• The impact of new development on the significance and setting of Science House and 

the settings of heritage items in the vicinity should be considered in accordance with 
statutory requirements.  
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8.5.10 Development in Proximity 
Background 
While the site to the south of Science House has been developed, there is work being 
undertaken in close proximity at 188 Cumberland Street. It is anticipated that additional 
construction could occur in close proximity to Science House. Development of this site 
would obscure some of the western façade of Science House that is currently visible 
 
In addition there is a potential for building work to occur on the Science House site to the 
terrace at the rear and to remove a redundant passage at the first floor level.   
 
Policy 32 
Given the nature and degree of the cultural significance of Science House it is 
imperative that any building, demolition or construction activity occurring in its 
immediate vicinity should take all necessary precautionary action to prevent 
damage or other adverse impact which would lessen the significance of Science 
House. 
 
Guidelines 
• Where new structures are to abut the existing building care is to be taken that features 

of significance, notably the two major street facades and associated hipped roof, are 
neither visually obscured nor physically interfered with. 

• Excavation and other works which have the potential to affect the existing building’s 
structure, ground water conditions, etc, should also be carried out in a manner which 
will not adversely affect Science House. 

• An opportunity for enhancing the architectural quality of the western elevation of 
Science House exists through sympathetic new development at 188 Cumberland 
Street.  

 Archaeological Resources  8.6
 

8.6.1 Prehistoric (Aboriginal) Archaeological Resources 
Policy 33 
Impacts to Aboriginal heritage objects, including the collection of artefacts, requires 
the prior written consent of the Director-General of the Office of Environment and 
Heritage (OEH), under Section 87 or Section 90 of the NPW Act.  Should previously 
unidentified Aboriginal objects (which are most likely to consist of stone artefacts) 
be discovered during excavation arising from any future development works, the 
following procedures should be followed. 

Guidelines 

• Under Section 90 of the NPW Act, it is an offence for a person to destroy, deface, 
damage or desecrate an Aboriginal Object or Aboriginal Place without the prior issue of 
an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP). The Act requires a person to take 
reasonable precautions and due diligence to avoid impacts on Aboriginal Objects 

• An assessment of the potential for works to impact on Aboriginal heritage objects or 
places of potential archaeological sensitivity should be undertaken in accordance with 
the OEH Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in New 
South Wales (DECCW 2010) or Due Diligence Code of Practice for the Protection of 
Aboriginal Objects in NSW (DECCW 2010), as appropriate. 

• Works on this site should avoid areas of high Aboriginal archaeological potential or 
significance. 

• Should previously unidentified Aboriginal objects be discovered during development 
works, excavation or disturbance of the area should cease and OEH should be 
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informed in accordance with Section 91 of the NPW Act.  Works should not continue 
without the written consent of OEH. 

• In the event Aboriginal archaeological material is unexpectedly discovered during 
works to this site, work shall immediately cease in the affected area and the Foreshore 
Authority and OEH should be contacted for advice. 

• Should disturbance be required where Aboriginal archaeological material has been 
identified, an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) under Section 90 of the NPW 
Act will be required for this disturbance. 
 

8.6.2 Historic (European and Aboriginal) Archaeological Resources 

Background 
The apparent lack of disturbance at the site means that any works that will extend into the 
sub-surface deposits are likely to have an impact on the archaeological resources.  Any 
proposed works to the underfloor areas have the potential to have an impact on the 
historical archaeological resources of the Science House site, and as such an application 
for an excavation permit under Section 60 of the Heritage Act will be required. An 
application for an excavation permit must be accompanied by a Research Design which 
will identify the historical archaeological excavation methodology and the research 
questions that will be answered by the excavation.  Consideration should also be given to 
the potential for evidence of Aboriginal activities to be present at the site. 
 
Policy 34 
The Science House site has been identified as having archaeological potential and 
state significance and as such, all excavation should be carried out under 
supervision by a qualified archaeologist. A Section 60 excavation permit should be 
sought from the Heritage Council prior to the commencement of works. 
 
Guidelines 
• In accordance with the updated assessment of significance of the site, based on recent 

archaeological investigations in The Rocks and the research potential of the historical 
archaeological resource, it is the recommendation of this CMP that an Archaeological 
Assessment and Research Design is submitted as supporting documentation to the 
Heritage Council, for a Section 60 Excavation Permit application. 

 
Policy 35 
Any potential archaeological resources on the property should be protected and 
conserved in accordance with the requirements of the NSW Heritage Act 1977 and 
their potential for interpretation considered.  
 
Guidelines 
• Wherever possible, works to this site should avoid areas of high historical 

archaeological potential or significance.  Preference should be given to retaining all 
archaeology insitu. 

• Should disturbance be required to areas of archaeological potential or significance, an 
application under Section 60 of the Heritage Act will be required for this disturbance. 

• Any archaeological resources must be managed in accordance with the 
recommendations arising from the Archaeological Assessment and any approval 
issued by the Heritage Council. 

• In the event archaeological material is unexpectedly discovered during any works to 
this site, work shall immediately cease in the affected area and the Sydney Harbour 
Foreshore Authority and Heritage Council should be contacted for advice. 
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Recommendation 
An Archaeological Assessment of the archaeological resources associated with the 
Science House site should be prepared to ensure that these resources are managed 
appropriately.   
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9 Implementing the Plan 
This CMP has been prepared to provide guidelines for the conservation, re-use, 
interpretation and management of Science House and to ensure that the heritage value of 
the place is maintained and enhanced. 
 
Effective implementation of the CMP involves a number of key steps to ensure on-going 
conservation management: 
 
• When contemplating change, understand the significance of Science House including: 

the site and building as a heritage item; the contribution it makes to the adjacent 
heritage items; and, as an integral part of streetscapes that contributes to significance 
of The Rocks Conservation Area (Sections 5 and 6 of this CMP.  Refer also to the 
original and later drawings - Appendices D-J);   

• When proposing modifications, seek all necessary approvals (Section 7 of this CMP); 
• Follow the policies set down in this CMP (Section 8) and The Rocks Heritage 

Management Plan (RHMP); and, 
• Inspect and maintain the building in accordance with established standards and 

processes (this Section 9).   
 
This section outlines the processes to ensure that short term, medium and long term 
maintenance will be carried out.  
 

 Minimum Standards of Maintenance and Repair 9.1
Under the Heritage Act the owner of a building listed or within a precinct listed on the State 
Heritage Register must ensure that the building, work or relic is maintained and repaired to 
standards that are not less than the minimum standards.  Standards are set down in 
regulations that address: 
 
• protection from damage or deterioration due to weather (including such matters as the 

weatherproofing of roof, doors and windows), 
• prevention and protection of the building from damage or destruction by fire, 
• security (including fencing and surveillance measures to prevent vandalism), 
• essential maintenance and repair (being maintenance and repair necessary to prevent 

serious or irreparable damage or deterioration). 
 
A CMP, if endorsed by the Heritage Council, can impose minimum standards in addition to 
those identified in the Heritage Act and Regulations.  This action could be contemplated for 
future updates of this CMP. Currently it is beyond the scope of this CMP and the standards 
under the Heritage Act and Regulation are adopted by the Foreshore Authority as the 
minimum standards.  

 Maintenance Plans 9.2
 
The Heritage Division (NSW Environment & Heritage) has published a comprehensive 
guide; The Maintenance of Heritage Assets, which has been endorsed by The NSW 
Heritage Council and its Technical Advisory Group.  The series contains guidelines for 
preparing a maintenance plan, inspection schedule for documenting maintenance and 
repair works, which should be referred to as the key reference for preparing maintenance 
plans40.  

40 http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/heritagebranch/heritage/maintenance11preparingplan.pdf 
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9.2.1 On-going (Cyclical) Maintenance  
On-going maintenance or cyclical maintenance are works to building fabric that should be 
undertaken on a regular basis by the Foreshore Authority as part of the on-going 
management of Science House.  
 
The defects should be identified from inspection and recorded in accordance with a 
maintenance schedule.  Defects should be rectified within six (6) months of the time of 
identification.  It is recommended that the necessary cyclical maintenance works be 
undertaken as follows: 
 
• Ensure appropriate skills and experience: The inspection should be carried out by a person 

with expertise and experience appropriate to the nature of the item to be inspected.  
• The works should be carried out by a person with expertise and experience appropriate to the 

nature of the item to be repaired or rectified. 
• Establish a maintenance file which holds and records maintenance work carried out, including:  
 - description of the work; 
 - date of completion; 
 - estimated and actual cost; 
 -  contractor; and, 
 - warranties. 
• Prepare a maintenance program for annual maintenance and long term maintenance based on 

the schedule.  
• Prepare a maintenance budget, including estimates for rectification and longer term budgets for 

fabric replacement at the end of its life expectancy. 
 
The following table provides a cyclical maintenance program to suit the anticipated 
requirements of Science House41.  It is recommended that future updates of this CMP 
should restructure the schedule, based on the Inspection Schedule included in the 
guideline 'Maintaining Heritage Assets', published by the NSW Heritage Office. 
 
 
 
Schedule of Ongoing Maintenance 
Science House – EXTERNAL 

Element Every Year Every 2 
Years 

Every 5 
Years 

Every 10 Years 

Generally 

Overall building     

External 

Walls (and yard / courtyard if applicable) 

Sandstone Work     

Brick Elements     

External Elements 

Timber Windows     

Steel Windows     

Doors     

Decorative Brackets     

Entry Stairs     

41 Adapted from Science House Conservation Management Plan 2006 by HBO + EMTB, p128. 
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Schedule of Ongoing Maintenance 
Science House – EXTERNAL 

Element Every Year Every 2 
Years 

Every 5 
Years 

Every 10 Years 

Storm Water Disposal 

Gutters     

Rainwater Heads      

Downpipes     

Roofing 

Tile Roof & Metal Deck Roof     

Flashings     

Parapets, Cappings     

Box Gutters monthly    

Sumps Rainwater Heads monthly    

Internally 

Generally 

Walls     

Brick and Lightweight Walls     

Ceilings Plasterboard     

Ceilings Ornate Plaster     

Concrete Floor Structure     

Timber Floor Structure     

Floor Finishes     

Joinery     

Doors,     

Wall Linings,     

Cabinets     

Service Areas     

Services 

Air Conditioning     

Electrical     

Plumbing     

Fire Services in 
accordance 
with 
relevant 
cods and 
otherwise 
less than 
annually 
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 Appendix A – Sands Directory and Property Ownership   11.1
 

11.1.1 Sands Directory  
This attachment has been derived from Science House CMP 2006 by HBO + EMTB, 
p135-140. 
 
Science House, 157-161 Gloucester Street, Sydney  
SYDNEY SANDS DIRECTORY SEARCH  
DATE  OCCUPIER NOTES  REF. 
1858 157 U.O 

153 O’Connell 
167 Patrick Burke  
160 Hughes Williams, Iron Founder 

West side 
West side  
West side 
St Patrick’s Cathedral side 

Pg 55 

1864 159 William Brown , Mariner 
161 John Baker  
160 Hannah Soloman, Boarding 
House 

West side 
West side  
St Patrick’s Cathedral side 

Pg 57 

1866 159 George Cannis, Sail maker  
161 John Baker, Butcher  
158 Isabella Shedden, Boarding 
home  

West side 
West side  
St Patrick’s Cathedral side 

Pg 73 

1868 157 Vacant land 
159 Mrs Bridget Malcolm 
161 Philip Dwyer, Stevedore, 
Vacant land  
156 Mrs  Mary Ryan  
158 William Brierley 
160 Hannah Solloman 

West side 
West side  
West side 
St Patrick’s Cathedral side 
St Patrick’s Cathedral side 
St Patrick’s Cathedral side 

Pg 85 

1870 157 Mrs Murphy  
159 David Sinclair 
161 Benjamin Harvey  
158 Philip Dwyer  
160 Mrs Hannah Soloman 

West side 
West side  
West side 
St Patrick’s Cathedral side 
St Patrick’s Cathedral side 

Pg 93 

1873 
 

157 James Murphy 
159 James Hector 
161 John Dowan  
Vacant land  
158 Philip Dwyer  
160 Mrs Hannah Soloman 

West side 
West side  
West side 
West side 
St Patrick’s Cathedral side 
St Patrick’s Cathedral side 

Pg 149 

1877 157 Mrs Mary Murphy  
159 Thomas Fitzpatrick 
161 Hugh Fitzpatrick 
158 Philip Dwyer  
160 Mrs Hannah Soloman 

 
 
St Patrick’s Cathedral side 
St Patrick’s Cathedral side 

Pg. 69 

1880 157 James Murphy 
159 Charles Blum 
161 Vacant  
158 Philip Dwyer  
160 Hannah Soloman  

 Pg.79 

1883 161 David Imber  Only house listed  Pg. 200 
1886 157 R Dwyer  

159 William Baxter, Drill , Instructor, 
N.B. 
161 Edward Imber 

 Pg.55 

1888 157 Essex Street R Dwyer 
159 William Baxter 
161 Edward Imber 

 Pg 55 

1890 158 John Robson  p.55 
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157 Essex Street Maclaughlin & 
CO, Storekeeper & provision 
merchants 
159 Patrick Smith 
161 William E Nagle, Printer 

1892 158 George Coopers 
160 Philip Dwyer  
157 Essex Street J Gailey, 
Plumbers  
159 Essex Street Alexandra Tenant 
161 McEvoy 

 p.55 

1894 158 George Cooper 
157 Essex Street Terence O’Neill & 
James Gibbons 
159 James Fairburn 
161 Essex Street Fenton McEvoy  

 p.p.55 

 
 
 
 
 

   

 

11.1.2 Property Ownership, Chain of Title and Leases 
 
This attachment has been derived from Science House CMP 2006 by HBO + EMTB, p24.  
It has been updated to the present. 
 
DATE  LOT/DP OWNERSHIP PARTY/PARTIES NOTES 
14 May 
1836 
 

 William Davis  Crown granted land of 
Allotment 5 of Section 64 

02 
December 
1836 

 Thomas Hancy  Crown granted land 
Owner of Allotment 7 of 
Section 64. 

22 June 
1839 

 William Long  Crown granted land. 
Owner of Allotment 2 & 
4of Section 64. 

23 
September 
1839 

 James Green  Crown granted land 
Owner of Allotment 3, 
Section 64 

10 
December 
188? 

 William Joyce 
Hobbs 

 Transfer of ownership to 
W.J  
Hobbs of Allotment 2 of 
Section 64 

3rd 
November 
1851 

 Charles Arthur 
Billyard 

 Transfer of ownership of  
Allotment 2 of Sec.64 

3rd October 
1889 

 Fenton and 
Elizabeth 
McEvoy 

 Transfer of ownership Mr 
&Mrs  
McEvoy as tenants in 
common 

Date 
Unknown 

 Elizabeth 
McEvoy 

 Notice of death of Fenton  
McEvoy, sole ownership 
to Mrs Elizabeth McEvoy. 

25th 
February 
1901 

 Crown Land  Notice of Resumption. 
The  
Land has been resumed 
by the Instruction of the 
Minister for Public Works, 
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by the 40th Section of the 
1900 Public Works Act. 

16/09/1929  Grant Grant to Royal 
Society of NSW, 
The Linnean 
Society of NSW & 
Institution of 
Engineers Australia  
as tenants 

Condition within 2yrs 
from 16/6/1928 to erect a 
building, used for 
accommodation of 
grantees and other 
scientific bodies, the 
grantees shall not sell or 
mortgage, lease or 
dispose of land except 
within consent of 
Governor. 

14/03/1933  Lease Pharmaceutical 
Society of NSW  

Offices No511 – 512 and 
portion of adjoining 
passage on the fifth floor 

13/09/1940 Lot 1 DP 
121922 

Proprietor Royal Society of 
NSW  

Vol 5170 Fol 110, land 
subject to Science House 
(Grant) Act 1928 

16/09/1940  Proprietor Institution of 
Engineers 

Vol 5170 Fol 151 

27/04/1971  Proprietor Notice of 
Resumption -  
Sydney Cove 
Redevelopment 
Authority  

Vol 5170 Fol 151 

27/05/1971   Notice of 
Resumption of land 
for public road 

Vol 5170 Fol 151 

27/09/1999 
to  
Present 

Lot 1 DP 
121922 

Lease Australian Centre 
for Languages 
(ACL Pty Ltd) 

Lease Commencement 
Date: 1/01/1997- Lease 
Expiry Date: 31/12/2006 

  Lease Aidacare Pty Ltd Lease Commencement 
Date: 1/09/2012 - Lease 
Expiry Date: 31/08/2016 
 

  Lease CPM Realty Pty Ltd Lease Commencement 
Date: 10/09/2012 – 
Lease Expiry Date: 
9/09/2017 

  Lease Catalina 
Consultants 

Lease Commencement 
Date: 1/05/2013 – Lease 
Expiry Date: 1/05/2014 

  Lease New York 
University 

Lease Commencement 
Date: 1/08/2012 – Lease 
Expiry Date: 31/07/2022 
 

  Lease Stamford Windsor 
Limited 

Licence Commencement 
Date: 19/10/2009 – 
Licence Expiry Date: 
18/01/2011 
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 Appendix  B- Chronology of Important Events (1890-1990) 11.2
This attachment is extracted from Science House Conservation Plan prepared by Rod 
Howard and David White in association with Jyoti Somerville. 
 
1890 May 7 Professor Liversidge, President of the Royal Society of NSW expresses a wish for 

centralised headquarters for the learned societies. 
1914 The matter of new premises for scientific organisations is raised again. Negotiations 

commence for purchase of a suitable site. Building plans prepared by architects 
Ross and Rowe. World War I forces abandonment of proposal. 

 
1925 June Royal Society of NSW approached Linnean Society to appoint representatives to a 

joint committee to investigate the establishment of a Science House in Sydney. 
 
1926 March Executive Committee of representatives of the Royal Society, the Linnean Society 

and the Institution of Engineers of Australia approached the NSW Government for 
assistance in procuring a suitable site on which a Science House could be built. 

 
1927 July 28 Committee received a letter from Premier Lang stating that the site at the corner of 

Gloucester and Essex Streets would be granted. 
 
1928 May 9 Letter from the Institution of Engineers, the Linnean Society and the Royal Society 

to Parliament seeking an enabling Bill to allow transferral of land to the three 
organisations as tenants in common for the purpose of erecting a Science House. 
 

1928 June 16 The Science House (Grant) Act passed by NSW Government. 
 
1928 July Institute of Architects of NSW insisted upon an open architectural competition as 

best means of procuring suitable plans for proposed building. 
 
1928 August Conditions of architectural competition announced. 
 
1928 Nov. 21 Peddle Thorp & Walker declared winners of the architectural competition. 
 
1929 Sept. 6  Deed of gift for land completed. 
 
1929 Dec. 20  Partnership agreements between the Royal Society, the Linnean Society and the 

Institution of Engineers drawn up and signed. 
 
1930 Jan. Contract for construction of Science House let to John Grant & Sons Ltd. 
. 
1930 March Site handed over to the contractor following demolition of existing buildings. 
. 
1930 June 24 Foundation stone of Science House laid by Governor Game. 
 
1931 Jan  Building of Science House completed. 
 
1931 Jan. 27 Institution of Engineers, Australia take up occupancy in a section of the building. 
 
1931 May 6 First general meeting of The Royal Society of NSW held in Science House. 
 
1931 May 7  Science House officially opened by Governor Game. 
 
1933 Jan 3 The Sir John Sulman Medal for 1932 awarded to Peddle Thorp & Walker for the 

design of Science House. 
 
1939  Pressure on available space caused by expansion of occupier societies leads to 

proposals for extending Science House. Acquisition of vacant block at the rear of 
the building considered. 
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1942 World War II interrupts plans for extension. Air raid shelter constructed in small hall 
on ground floor. 

 
1948 June  Upgrading of lighting in main auditorium completed. 
 
1948 June 30  Revival of the Science House Extensions Committee suggested at Council Meeting 

of the Royal Society. 
 
1953 June  Peddle Thorp & Walker prepare a design for a three storey addition to Science 

House (which was never executed). 
 
1954 April  Disbandment of the Science House Extensions Committee. 
 
1958  Large advertising sign (on a steel frame) affixed to roof of Science House. 
 
1970 Dec. 18  The Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority resumes the Science House site 

becoming both owner and development control authority. The three former owners 
remain as tenants of the Authority. 

 
1972  The Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority gives approval for the enlargement of 

the roof mounted advertising sign. 
 
1976 Dec. 24  The original managers of Science House, Science House Pty Ltd vacate the 

building. 
  
1977 April 4  Science House is given a ‘recorded’ listing on the Register of the National Trust of 

Australia (NSW). 
 
1978 Jan. 12  Commencement of occupation of Science House by the Department of Sport & 

Recreation. Building’s name changed to Sports House.  
 
1980 May 28 The director of the Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority suggests the possibility 

of a western extension of Science House to provide an administrative block for the 
Department of Sport and Recreation. 

 
1983 Recommendation by the Sydney Cove Redevelopment Authority that Science 

House be extended so that the new additions complement the original design. 
 
1983  Major portion of the existing fire stairs (servicing the upper levels of the building) 

installed. External cornice repaired. 
 
1984  Original passenger lift decommissioned and new lift installed in adjacent lift shaft. 

Fire isolation wall erected between lift shafts. 
 
1990  Fire stairs extended to service ground floor level. 
 
 
UPDATED INFORMATION TO CHRONOLOGY OF IMPORTANT EVENTS (1976-2006) 
 
1932 Additional floor to building included during construction phase. 
 
1970 Roof signage installed. 
 
1976 Dec. 24  The three tenants Royal Society of New South Wales, the Linnean Society of New 

South Wales and the Institution of Engineers Australia vacate Science House. 
 
1980 Roof signage installed. 
 
1982 Building Application for alterations to Sports House, works include; 
 Ground floor - new plant equipment in the lightwell / courtyard, 
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 First Floor Plan - extension to Hall of Champions; plasterboard partitions, curtain 
tracks removed, new ducted skirtings, removed light fittings, bulkheads for A/C, 
concrete floor to western side, new audio visual room with plasterboard partitions, 
tiered seating, new store rooms to east side of building adjacent to audio visual 
room and north western corner of building. 

 
1991 Restoration works to the exterior were undertaken as documented by Rod Howard 

and David White architects. 
  
 Construction of stair to south west corner of building. 
 
1992 Alterations to ground floor cloakrooms documented by Rod Howard 
 Asbestos removed from the building and lift car installed. 
 
1995-1997 Extensive building refurbishments undertaken include; restoration works, services 

installation, accommodation for new offices and classrooms, new fire stairs and fire 
passage, roof alterations and plant rooms to roof level. 

 
1998 It was reported by the property manager Peter Wyborne at the Foreshore Authority 

that fire had caused damage to two of the rooms located south west corner on the 
fifth floor.  

 
1999 Sep 27 Australian Centre for Languages Pty Ltd leases Science House. 
 
2001 New lift motors replaced existing lift motors reported by property manager Peter 

Wyborne. 
 
2005 Jun Curtin University establishes offices at Science House with Australian Centre for 

Languages. 
 
2012 August Lease to New York University (Refer to Appendix B - 11.2 for other current leases) 
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 Appendix  C – Earlier CMP Historical Information  11.3
 
This attachment has been mainly derived from the following CMPs as referenced: 

• Science House CMP by Rod Howard and David White in association with Jyoti 
Somerville, 1991 

• Science House CMP 2006 by HBO + EMTB 
 

11.3.1 Extract from Science House (Grant) Act 1928 
The Act was fundamental to the founding of Science House.  
Refer to: 
http://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/sessionalview/sessional/act/1928-9.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extract from Science House (Grant) Act 
 

11.3.2 The Three Societies  
Extracted from Science House CMP 2006 by HBO + EMTB, p31-35. 
 
Royal Society of NSW  
The Royal Society of New South Wales was first known as the Philosophical Society of 
Australia. The society was established on 27th June 1821. 
 
Following a period of inactivity it was renamed the Australian Philosophical Society on 19th 
January 1850. In 1866 by the order of Queen Victoria the title “Royal Society of New South 
Wales” was given. In the rules of the Society the Governor of NSW was appointed as 
President.  
 
The Society was first established to explore the physical science of the continent. Through 
the years the society has promoted local research in science by holding meetings, 
conferences, publications and international scientific exchanges.42 The meetings were 
held for the benefit of members and the general public. Publications of scientific 
investigations were published through “The Journal and Proceedings, of The Royal 
Society of New South Wales”, incorporating articles from other scientific bodies maintained 
at the Society’s library. Due to the growing volume of the collection, the library is now 
located in the Dixon Library at the University of New England and can be accessed 
through inter university borrowing as well as exchanges between other learned societies. 
The information that is collected is then subsequently shared with 600 institutions in fifty 
countries around the world. The Society is now located at the University of Sydney. The 

42 http://nsw.royalsoc.org.au/society.html 
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society formed a joint committee with the Linnean Society and the Institution of Engineers 
Australia occupying Science House in 1931 as a result of the increasing growth of the 
number of persons interested in chemistry, zoology, botany, geology, mathematics, 
physics and the other branches of science influencing to relocate to larger premises43. 
Awards of prizes and medals are also given by the Society to Australians to recognise 
outstanding achievements in research 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Emblem of Royal Society of New South Wales44. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Interior of the Royal Society’s library on first floor about 1976. The bookcases were removed 
when the building was vacated by the scientific organisations shortly after this photograph 
was taken45. 
 
The Linnean Society of NSW 
The Society was founded in New South Wales in 1874 and incorporated in 188446. It 
adopted the same name as the society established in London in 1788, which in turn was 
named after Carolus Linnaeus who was a Swedish naturalist, thought to be one of the 
greatest naturalists the world has ever known. 
The first President of the New South Wales society Sir William Macleay, provided much of 
the impetus to establish and further the society by establishing its library, paid for grants 
and staff wages.  

43 P.51, Building, April 13, 1931  
44http://nsw.royalsoc.org.au/society.html  
45 Image and captions in this section are from Science House CMP by Rod Howard and David White in 
association with Jyoti Somerville, 1991 
46 http://www.acay.com.au/~linnsoc/info.html 
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The society’s aim was to promote: 
  
 “the cultivation and study of the science of natural history in all its branches”.47  
 

“On a notable occasion in the Society’s history, namely the dedication of the Linnean 
Hall at Elizabeth Bay, Professor Stephens in addressing Sir William Macleay said: ‘It is 
to you that the country owes the establishment of a new and permanent institution, 
founded not for the sake of any pecuniary, social or political advantage to its members, 
but for assistance to students in their labour to promote knowledge for the progress of 
this community and for the welfare of humanity”48 

 
The earliest office was located in Sydney’s Garden Palace where it became victim to the 
fire of 1882. From 1886 to 1924 the Society occupied the Linnean Hall at Elizabeth Bay; 
the Society then purchased Macleay House at 16 College Street to expand its 
headquarters until 1931 when it moved to Science House.  
 
It occupied Science House until 1976 when the building had to be vacated when it was 
resumed by the Sydney Cove Authority. From compensation for selling Science House, 
the two societies49, The Linnean Society and the Royal Society built their new home 
‘Science Centre’ in Clarence Street, Sydney where it remained until 1983. When it took up 
its residence the society’s large library collection had to be distributed due to space 
restrictions to the Royal Botanic Gardens, the Australian Museum and several universities. 
At the time a system of exchanges of the Proceedings Journal for other journals around 
the world was established. The Society’s journal was one of the leading scientific journals 
at the time. In 1983, as a result of liquidation, The Linnean Society moved to North 
Sydney. Several locations later, the society’s office is now situated at a private residence 
at Kingsford, NSW. 
 
Each year the Society awards research grants in the field of Life Science and Earth 
Sciences and also offers the Linnean McLeay Fellowship for research. Today the Society 
continues to publish its Proceedings of the Linnean Society of New South Wales annually 
and is still distributed amongst educational institutes around the world. It also conducts 
field excursions, meetings and the biennial Sir William Macleay Lecture. 
 
The Institution of Engineers, Australia 
The Institution of Engineers was established in 1919 by uniting twelve other engineering 
societies in Australia50. The society was previously named Engineering Association of 
New South Wales between 1870 -1919. The unification of the bodies was thought 
necessary in order to form a cohesive national identity for the disparate associations51 and 
also to set standards to achieve a level of competency. The Institute was formed during a 
rapid period of industrialisation in Australia in the late 19th century. Its first council meeting 
was held in 1919 with William Henry Warren from the University of Sydney as its 
president. 
 
The institute’s aim is to advance science and practice of engineering and professional 
development of its members. Currently there are 79,000 members consisting of Chartered 
Engineers as well as students. Its members have a “presence in government and industry 
advising boards, science bodies and issue specific task forces” and also contribute 
matters of public safety and security, salinity and environmental protection”. The Institution 
of Engineers Australia occupied Science House between 1926 to 1976.  The head office is 
now located in Engineering House, Barton in the Australian Capital Territory.  

47 http://www.acay.com.au/~linnsoc/info.html 
48 P.53, Building, April 13, 1931 
49 21/12/70 Correspondence from Linnean Society to Sydney Cove Authority 
50 http://www.austehc.unimelb.edu.au/asaw/biogs/A000226b.htm 
51 http://www.ieaust.org.au/about_us/index.html 
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11.3.3 Building Design and Style 
Extracted from Science House CMP 2006 by HBO + EMTB, p31-35. 
 
Commercial Italian Palazzo Style 
The Commercial Italian Palazzo style came to Australia by way of American and British 
design influences. Some of the American architects who employed the style include the 
firm of McKim, Mead & White (Charles Follen McKim, William Rutherford Mead, and 
Stanford White) and John Mervin Carrere. The style was mostly applied to commercial and 
institutional buildings such as The Royal Automobile Club and the St James Trust Building 
(the Manchester Unity Building) at 185 Elizabeth Street. Its common features also include: 
a Piano Nobile, Florentine arches, string courses, rustication of the lower portion and an 
attic floor above a deep cornice. Smooth finishes to the central portion of the façade were 
preferred such as ashlar stonework, render or brick and ornamental decoration on the 
façade was also common.  
 
A ‘Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture’ by Richard Apperly, Robert Irving 
and Peter Reynolds, discussing the origins of the Commercial Palazzo Style explains that, 
in the exploration of the design of high rise buildings, in the early twentieth century 
architects wanted to express the steel framed structural system that would replace the 
load bearing external walls of buildings, although masonry facades continued to be 
employed for their fire resistant qualities. Therefore, a traditional façade continued to be 
seen during the Inter War period. Some of the buildings were modelled on the 15th and 
16th century Italian Palazzos. The desire to express the building’s verticality led to the 
treatment of the ground floor as the base of the building while the upper floors received 
neutral and repetitive treatment and the building’s vertical termination was expressed by a 
deeply projecting classical cornice.  
 
Science House is an example of the Commercial Italian Palazzo style of building as it was 
built during the Inter war period and conforms to the style’s basic principles. Science 
House is also an institutional building and features the ground floor as the base of the 
building built of ashlar sandstone while the above facade is an unadorned in its material 
and has a repetitive pattern of windows. It also has a ‘piano nobile’ level with arched 
windows and terminates with a projecting classical cornice. 
 
Peddle Thorp and Walker Architects 
The architectural firm Peddle Thorp and Walker was founded by James Peddle in 1889. 
Peddle was born on18th January 1862 at 17 East Place, Lambeth, London52. His early 
career followed that of his father who was a cabinetmaker by trade. He attended Kingston 
Art School between 1877 and 1878. Peddle also enrolled in numerous evening courses to 
advance his knowledge in carpentry and craftsmanship. It was this profession that led him 
to Sydney in 1889, where he was offered a job at the Australian Hotel, where he was 
supervisor of interiors. After completion of the job Peddle, along with his wife, daughter 
and mother decided to stay in Australia. Peddle spent 5 years working with architects, 
drafting and preparing perspective drawings. He then opened up his own architectural 
practice. 
 
At the time of Peddle’s arrival in Sydney it was a mere colony of 350,000 people but was 
expanding rapidly as more free settlers arrived, with goldmines being explored in the 
nearby regions. With the rise of population there was a growing need for more housing. 
Peddle’s firm, which initially focused on interior design also began to pursue architecture 
and Peddle began to design buildings. Peddle wanted to broaden his knowledge in 
architecture and so travelled to America to research and learn from their methods. He 

52 Davis, A  James Peddle Landscape Architect 1862- 30 Vol 1 &2 1981, pg 3 
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based himself primarily in California where he believed the style of housing, which was 
based on a bungalow style, would suit the Australian climate. 
 
In 1902 Samuel Thorp began his career under the tutorship of James Peddle. It took Thorp 
eighteen years to become partner of the firm. During his time at the firm Thorp also spent 
some time overseas where his designs were influenced by the practices followed in 
London and New York. This, along with Peddle’s craftsmanship approach to architecture, 
moulded Thorp’s architectural design approach thus opening new opportunities for 
designing industrial projects, apartments and town planning assignments. Both Peddle’s 
and Thorp’s ideas complemented each other greatly.  
 
Ernest Walker joined Peddle and Thorp in 1920; he brought to the firm new concepts in 
design with an increasing interest in commercial and industrial developments in 
architecture. This, however, was in contrast to Peddle’s practice where he remained loyal 
to art and craftsmanship concentrating on details of buildings. By 1924 Walker had 
become a partner in the firm, creating the partnership of Peddle Thorp and Walker. 
 
Another young recruit to the firm came in 1925, when Samuel’s younger brother Frank, 
joined the team. Frank was a graduate of the Sydney Technical College and whilst there 
was honoured for winning two competitions for war memorials in NSW53. With his arrival at 
the firm Thorp Jnr was noted as having considerable design abilities and took over a great 
deal of the design work. The concepts of Walker and the younger Thorp differed greatly 
with its founding members’ ideas. At this stage Peddle himself had become more 
interested in other activities such as writing articles for architectural publications and also 
performing his responsibilities as President of the Institute of Architects, leaving the firm to 
focus more on commercial and industrial buildings. Although Peddle did not contribute 
greatly to the designs he was a constant figure in the office, attending the office every day 
up until his death. 
 
One of the greatest achievements of Peddle Thorp and Walker was winning the design 
competition in 1928 for Science House. The design was created by Frank Thorp but was 
undoubtedly aided by James Peddle who would have influenced the design with his 
attention to detail. Frank Thorp became a partner in the firm soon after winning the prize 
for his design, which later went on to win the inaugural Sir John Sulman Medal in 1932.  
 
After James Peddle’s death in 1930, Samuel Thorp became leading partner of the firm. 
The firm continued on with three partners with Frank’s son Graham joining the practice in 
1947 and proceeded to partner in 1950. The same year that Ernest Walker died. 
Partnership was handed to the next generation with his son Graham Thorp becoming one 
of the directors, a role that he still continues to hold.  
 
The company is one of the longest established architectural practices in Sydney54. Their 
projects are numerous and especially renowned are their high rise buildings such as the 
AMP Building at Circular Quay (c.1962), Gateway Building at Circular Quay (c1989), office 
tower of No.1 O’Connell Street (c.1991)and the adaptation of the Museum of 
Contemporary Art (1993 and 1999)55. The company has expanded and has offices 
nationally in; Melbourne, Brisbane, Canberra, Cairns, Darwin and internationally in; 
Auckland and Wellington in New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Singapore, and England. 
 
 
 

53 RAIA NSW Architects Bibliographical information 5th January 2006 
54 Peddle Thorp, Haskell John C  and Anderson Andrew, ‘Peddle Thorp and Walker’ 
55 Ibid. 
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Perspective sketch of Peddle Thorp & Walker’s modified design for Science House 
showing one less floor than constructed. (Some artistic licence has also been used in 
depicting the building facing Cumberland Street)56.   
 
The above artist’s impression by Peddle Thorp and Walker illustrates that the original 
design was for only five storeys. It also shows that there was a park and built up land that 
divided Essex Street. Image and caption taken from Science House, Conservation Plan by 
Rod Howard and David White in association with Jyoti Somerville, 1991. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Drawing illustrates the proposed elevation to Gloucester Street.  
  

56 Images and captions in this section are from Science House CMP by Rod Howard and David White in 
association with Jyoti Somerville, 1991 

PTW Architects - 179 -   
Report prepared for the Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority 

                                                



Conservation Management Plan  
Science House  2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This early elevation drawing of the northern façade shows one less floor than the number 
constructed 
 
The drawing above by Peddle Thorp and Walker illustrates the final design without the 
additional storey.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Details of the external bronze57 lamps and internal lamp to the foyer (either side of entry 
doors) and large lamp to Foyer. 

57 P.51, Building April 13, 1931 
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Three photographs showing the progress of construction and providing a clear 
demonstration of the buildings’ structural framework. Top left photograph was taken 11 
August 1930. Top right and lower photograph date from 7 October 1930. 
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Peddle Thorp and Walker’s scheme (dated June 1953) for a 3 storey addition to Science 
House prepared at the request of the Science House Extensions Committee. 
 

11.3.4 The Sulman Award (Medal) 
The John Sulman Medal is the most prestigious of awards given to Australian architects 
for their design concepts by the New South Wales Chapter of the Royal Australian Institute 
of Architects (RAIA) and was first awarded in 1932. It was named after Sir John Sulman 
(1849 – 1934). Sulman was an English emigrant who went on to shape the design of 
Australia’s major towns and cities through his broad interest in architecture, town planning 
and urban design. He established the funds for the John Sulman medal awarded by the 
Royal Australian Institute of Architects each year for a building of exceptional architectural 
merit, as well as the Sulman art prize for landscape painting.58 
 
Sir John Sulman was born in 1849 in Greenwich, England. His early academic career 
began at Greenwich preparatory school, and later at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects as a Pugin travelling scholar in 187159. He practised as an architect in London 
for some time and migrated to Australia in 1885 where he set up a firm called Sulman and 
Power. The firm designed many notable buildings including “the Thomas Walker 
Convalescent Hospital (1890-1893), Sydney, the A.M.P. buildings in Melbourne and 
Brisbane, the Mutual Life Association Building, Sydney, afterwards known as New Zealand 
Chambers, the Sydney Stock Exchange and several suburban churches including 
Randwick Presbyterian Church, 1899.”60 
 
In 1887 Sulman became a lecturer at the University of Sydney, later retiring in 1908 to 
pursue his town planning interests which included his scheme for a garden suburb at 
Daceyville, Sydney. He became involved in the planning of Canberra in 1921 and was 
appointed head of the Federation Capital Advisory Committee.  

58 http://www.midmountainshistory.org.au/kihilla.html 
59 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John Sulman 
60 http://gutenberg.net.au/dictbiog/0-dict-biogSt-Sy.html#sulman1 
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Two of his pre-eminent buildings, the Melbourne and Sydney AMP buildings were based 
on Sulman’s design principles although were later finalised by J.H Kirkpatrick. Sulman is 
also acknowledged for the alterations he made to Walter Burley Griffin’s plan of the city of 
Canberra to a more English garden city style61.  
 
The first Sir John Sulman medal was awarded in 1932 in recognition of excellence in 
public and commercial buildings of an exceptional merit; one of the few conditions of the 
award was that the building must have a street frontage. The award was given by the NSW 
Chapter of the Royal Institute of Architects for an outstanding design of public or 
commercial buildings. 
 
The first Sulman medal was awarded to Science House, which was the winning design 
from Peddle Thorp and Walker. This was the only award that Sulman himself was alive to 
see as he died in 1934. There were seven other buildings that were nominated for the 
medal that year, Science House being the successful candidate. 
 
Science House was recognised by the Royal Institute of Architects for its design and 
construction as a building of the highest formal architectural merit.  
 

“The building enjoys a remarkable degree of intactness of its original fabric 
without any significant degree of subsequent alteration and the building is 
generally in good condition. Stylistically Science House is one of a number of a 
relatively few buildings in number built in Sydney in the Commercial Italian 
Palazzo style”62. 
 
“The Council of the Institute of Architects of New South Wales decided that, the 
inaugural Sir John Sulman Medal (for 1932) should be for an institutional building 
and seven buildings in that category were nominated ’ for consideration. On 3 
January 1933 it was announced that Peddle Thorp and Walker had been awarded 
the first Sulman Medal for the design of Science House. Since 1932 the Sulman 
Medal has been the premier architectural award for building design in New South 
Wales and is generally regarded as “a fairly good barometer of architectural 
taste”.63 

 
  

61 (ibid) 
62 http://www.heritage.nsw.gov.au 
63 Science House Conservation Plan by R. Howard and D. White in association with J. Somerville, 1991 P.26 
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 Appendix  D – 1929 Plans of Science House 11.4
These plans were prepared by Peddle Thorp and Walker Architects and are provided by 
the Foreshore Authority.  They comprise: 
 
• Floor Plans – Foundation, Ground, First, Typical Upper Floor  
• Elevations and Sections  - Gloucester Street, Essex Street, West Elevation, Cross and 

Longitudinal Sections 
• Detail of West Elevation  
• Sheet of Details  
 
The plans are available for access from:   
www.shfa.nsw.gov.au 
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 Appendix E – 1971 Measured Plans of Science House 11.5
These plans were prepared by Students of the School of Architecture, University of NSW 
and are provided by the Foreshore Authority.  They comprise: 
 
• Ground Floor 
• First Floor 
• Second Floor  
• Third Floor  
• Fourth Floor 
• Fifth Floor  
• Sixth Floor (Roof)  
• Gloucester Street Elevation 
• Essex Street Elevation  
• West Elevation 
• Section 
• Detail of Essex Street Elevation 
• Detail of Frieze Ornament 
 
The plans are available for access from:   
www.shfa.nsw.gov.au 
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 Appendix  F – 1982 Plans from Council DA 11.6
These plans were prepared by the NSW Public Works Department (Government 
Accommodation) to adapt part of the first floor Library (at the northern end) for a ‘Hall of 
Champions’ for Sports House.  They comprise: 
 
• First Floor ‘Hall of Champions’ (2 drawings) 
• First Floor ‘Hall of Champions’ - Extensions (into plant room area at the rear) 
• Second Floor ‘Hall of Champions’ – Air Conditioning  
 
The plans are available for access from:   
www.shfa.nsw.gov.au 
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 Appendix G – 1996 Plans of Science House 11.7
These plans were prepared by the Foreshore Authority.  They comprise: 
 
• Ground Floor 
• First Floor 
• Second Floor  
• Third Floor  
• Fifth Floor  
• Sixth Floor (Roof)  
• East (Gloucester Street) Elevation 
• North (Essex Street) Elevation  
• Composite Drawing showing Site Plan, all Floor Plans, North and East Elevations, Preliminary 

South and West Elevations   
 
The plans are available for access from:   
www.shfa.nsw.gov.au 
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 Appendix H - 1997 Plans of Science House 11.8
These plans were prepared by Rod Howard and David White Architects (Tenancy Fitout 
Barry Macgregor Architects) and are provided by the Foreshore Authority.  They comprise: 
 
• Ground Floor 
• Level 1 
• Level 2  
• Level 3  
• Level 4  
• Level 5 
• Roof Level 
 
The plans are available for access from:   
www.shfa.nsw.gov.au 
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 Appendix J - 2002 Plans of Science House 11.9
These plans were prepared by Watson Buchan Pty Ltd Consulting Surveyors for the 
Australian Centre for Languages and are provided by the Foreshore Authority.  They 
comprise: 
 
• Ground Floor 
• Level 1 
• Level 2  
• Level 3  
• Level 4  
• Level 5 
• Over Level Six (Roof Level) 
 
The plans are available for access from:   
www.shfa.nsw.gov.au  
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 Appendix K – Relevant Inventory Forms  11.10
11.10.1 The Rocks and Millers Point Archaeological Management Plan  
 
Science House Inventory Form  
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 Appendix  L – Moveable Heritage 11.11
 
The moveable items are currently stored in Science House  in the Archival Storage area 
allocated on the Sixth Floor. 
 
 
Item No Photograph of Item Item Name Description/Condition 
1 

 
 
 
 

‘Roneo Kleenpad’  
duplicating machine 
and cover 
 

Description  
- Hand operated 

machine 
- Cast iron 
- Cover has plastic 

and iron handle 
- Made at Roneo Ltd 

5-11 Holborn, 
London, England 

- Cover and Machine 
size 
390(l)x390(d)x410(
h) mm 

Condition 
- General rusted 
- Dirt and dust 

generally 
2 

 
 
 

Francis Bacon bust Description  
- Plaster bust 
- Circular base 
- White colour 
- Head Size 

200(l)x240(d)x220(
h) mm 

- Bust size 
300(l)x220(d)x370(
h) 

Condition 
- Head has broken 

off bust 
- Only half of bust  
- Plaster chips 

generally 
- Dirt and dust 

generally 
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3 

 
 
 

Archibald Liversidge 
as identified by on 
site archaeologist 

Description 
- Plaster bust 
- Painted in a burnt 

red colour 
- Head size 

200(l)x190(d)x290(
h) mm 

- Bust size 
500(l)x240(d)x320(
h) mm 

Condition 
- Head has broken 

off bust and is 
missing nose 

- Part of bust has 
piece broken  

- Generally badly 
chipped 

4 

 
 
 

Relief section 
(similar to arched 
section located in 
front of lifts on the 
first floor of Science 
House) 

Description 
- Slightly curved 

Plaster part of relief 
- White, blue, red, 

green colours 
Condition 

- Crack to middle of 
curve 

- Some of the 
decoration is 
chipped 

- Dirt and dust 
generally 

5 

 
 
 

Heater Description 
- Cast iron 
- Painted in glossy 

green colour 
- Decorative pattern 

and emblem of a 
figure over vent 
hole 

- Cover has layers of 
mica panels to 
centre and has the 
inscriptions ‘Luse 
N02 RP No 549 
279’ 

- Heater size  
520(l)x290(d)x800(
h) mm 

- Cover size 
250(l)x190(w)x260(
h) mm 

Condition 
- Crack to top of 

heater 
- Rusted generally 
- Dirt and dust 

generally 
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9 

 
 

Chair Type 2 Description 
- 19 off 
- Armchairs 
- Green leather  
- Timber legs and 

frame 
Condition 

- Tears to leather 
and fabric 

- Scratches to timber 
- Dirt and dust 

generally 
10 

 
 

Chair Type 3 Description 
- 3 off 
- Armchairs 
- Brown leather  
- Timber legs and 

frame 
Condition 

- Tears to leather 
and fabric 

- Scratches to timber 
- Dirt and dust 

generally 

11 

 
 

Chair Type 4 Description 
- 2 off 
- Dining chairs 
- Brown leather  
- Timber legs and 

frame 
Condition 

- Tears to leather 
and fabric 

- Scratches to timber 
- Dirt and dust 

generally 
12 

 

Chair Type 5 Description 
- 1 off 
- Study chair 
- Brown leather  
- Timber legs and 

frame 
Condition 

- Tears to leather 
and fabric 

- Scratches to timber 
- Dirt and dust 

generally 
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Chair Type 6 Description 
- 1 off 
- Dining chair 
- Brown leather  
- Timber legs and 

frame 
Condition 

- Tears to leather 
and fabric 

- Scratches to timber 
- Dirt and dust 

generally 
14 

 
 

Magic Lantern Slide 
Projector 

Description 
- Metal box with lens 

at front 
Condition 

- Tears to leather 
and fabric 

- Scratches to timber 
- Dirt and dust 

generally 
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 Appendix M – Science House Commercial Signage Strategy 11.12
 
Prepared by Heritage and Design, Sydney Harbour Foreshore Authority.  January 2011 
 
 
The strategy is available for access from:   
www.shfa.nsw.gov.a 
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